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MAGDALEN CHURCHYARD. 



On the declme of a fine day in autumn, having 

{massed thrdugh the magnificent garden of the Tuit- 

eries, I repaired to indulge mj melancholy thoughts, 

<* under the thick foliage of Elyaian groyes. I had 

v^^ already, with a n^id atride, cromed the place of 

A the revoluticm, of that spot still drenched in human 

blood ; and I had reached the decfinty, which leads 

to the new bridge, when ^, brilliant sight arrested my 

footsteps, and rivetted my attention. Above the trees, 

which close the horizon on the right, a thousand 

^ streams of liquid flames spouted, forking in every di** 

V recticm,. filling the atmosphere with their dieckered 

forms, and furrowed the air with their lummous curvts. 






^ th£ maodalen 

A vast curtain of black clouds, spread over oat part of 
the skjy made a striking contrast mtfa the brilliancies 
of those dazzling sheaves of fire. To enjoy the splendid 
scene, I had seated myself on the rafiing of the bridge,' 
resting my back against a lamp post The silence 
which surrounded me was only interrupted by distsmt 
clamoursi wafted on the wings of the wind, and by the 
waves of the Seine under my fe^t. The atmosphere 
was soon spr^ with a net of fire, whose shining^ 
meshes gave a yellowish hue to the surroundmg trees. 
At this instant, as if the sun had restored its presence 
to blind mortals, the great city, through streams of 
light, presented itself to my view. On the two banki$, 
bordered with lanterns, I hehald s^;ain the hotels and 
palaces with their sumptuous cokmnades, their regular 
fronti^eces, the temples and monuments, with their 
angular roofs, and their spherical domes, and through 
the yeUow tufi^ of trees, dch peristyles, proud carv- 
ings, and those inhosiMtable hives, wluch conceal the 
efforts (^inde&tigable industry. 

I had just turned my attention to the sinuosities of 
the current of the Seine, on which I discovered a few 
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tranquil crafb, the boats employed In tUe daytime by 
the washerwomen, and the long galley of the baths^ 
when the torch, which illumed this interesting scene, 
(fisappeared on a sudden, an4.plunged me again in the 
darkest obscurity. It seemed like the dropi»ng of the 
curtain at the close of a play ; thus, thought I, heroes 
and men in elevated stations shine with a borrowed 
lustre ; from the summit of their glory they ahed 
abroad rays of light on surrounding crowds ; the ob- 
scure man tremblingly approaches them, ceases soon 

V to be so, and borrows lustre from their brilliancy. But 
let death level :them, or adversity try them, they are 
soon eclipsed and buried in oblivion ; all disappears^ 

^ -all is annihilated around them ; therefore, even glory 
is a mere bonfire ! 

Meanwhile the new moon^ piercing thi^ough the flec- 
^cy clouds with the points of her horns, enabled me to dis- 
cern the numerous crowds pressing forward in every 
direction from the Elysian fields. The place of the 
revolution was soon filled with a noisy and busy people 
pouring like the waves aa all sides. With the hoUow 
noise of this medley, were mixed the shrill ycktts of 
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pamphlet criirsj ths neighing of horses, the rattlihg of 
carrii^;esythe humming of /te/tVa maitres^ the curses of 
cannen, the peals of laughter of thoughtless youi^ 
gkls^and the ptiful accents of the heggars. How many 
interesting groupsin one single frame i But this strange 
assemblage cannot fisrm part of the picture, which I 
delineate. Immortal Young ! the deep tints of thy 
pencil alone could do justice to my subject, as the 
softer shades of Stemie would &11 short of the de- 
scription. 

This con&sion of sounds »idof individuals vanished 
by degrees ;. motion stood, and noise became silent 1 
Stillness hovered agdn over my head) I heard nothing 
but the monotonous da9hing of the waves, and the 
fix>tsteps of the sentinel. Should he be possessed of a 
lively imaginatbn and a feeling heart, how much he 
is to be pitifid. Were I on hi^ post, I should fimcy 
myself wandering on the brink of a bloody lake, fix>m 
which irritated shades arise incessantly. My sentinel 
had no such thoughts, he was whistling carelessly. 

The clock of the PalaU royal struck eleven ! I start- 
ed, and desirous to epjoy the calm and pleasure of jv. 
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sentimental mght, I walked towards theBouIevards. As 
I passed near the statue of liberty, I could not stifle 
a sigh. Alas 1 when £uit>pe lay at the ^t of my 
country, the statue of UbeVty was made of plaster ; to 
whose hands is reserved the immcnrtal honour of cast- 
ing it in bronze ? 

The moon, emerging from the clouds which conr 
cealed it, cast her faint rays on one side of the street 
of the repuUic, whose fine avenue is closed by the yet 
unfini^ed church of ^e Magdalen. Round the shafts 
of colunms without chitfntersj and peristyles without 
entablatures, a doubtful glimmering blended itself 
softly with the shade, and produced the most {dctu- 
resque effects. The sight of those beautiful accidents 
of light invcduntarily recal to mind the name of the 
immortal Vemet, who has expressed them so skilfully 
with his inimitable pencil ; my lips already whiq>ei:- 
ed it, when the &tal reflection, tlnit thi» monument, 
was consecrated to detastatioD and Vandalism, darted 
across my imagination. This double enclosure of 
half destroyed walls, of brok^i columns, surroimds, 
said I to myself the abyss m which, reyoltttionaty death 
b3 



S THE MftGOACBN 

in^phed its victims. There lie in vminterrupted resfy 
the hemes <rfthe virtuous, of the powerful, of criminals^ 
and of men of talents ! There the victims and the 
executioners mmgle their *silent dust ! Vei^^ud,. 
become dumb, seems lb have forgotten Robespiere^ 
and an insignificant insect devours the heart of a king; 
of France I 

These sorrowful and shocking reflections distressed 
Thy whole frame, and a secret horror made me shud- 
der ;. such are the power^ effects of an affrighted 
imagination. From the gaping apertures of the num-^ 
ument, my dbordered mind beheld a group of bloodf 
and hideous spectres ; they hovered round the cokm- 
nade, sought each other eagerly, assailed each other 
furiou^y, and retreated with indignation. All of a 
sudden, they rent the an* with a horrid yell, and the- 
vmoa disappeared.- 

Having recovered from this illusiim, I endeavoured. 
to continue my walk, after paying to those mournful: 
shades the just tribute of grief and pity ; when some 
lengthened and plaintive sounds attracted my atten*- 
tiou) I listenedi and fetred ft ww ddusion fixmi mj: 
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excited fmagination ; it was not an error ; after a mov- 
ing prelude^ whose interrupted notes bespoke the 
deepest melancholy, I heard, in a voice without method,, 
tet animated hj sentiment, the fdlowing stanzas ; 

Un brillftDt parterre die fleurs 
Fesah ma g^oire et ma rieheste ; 
Le aoleil teignait leur ooule^Ny 
Zephir leur donnait tea eareites ! 
La rose lur le sein da lys 
InoUnait sa ooupe yermeiUe^ 
Et leun valiees r^nnb 
ihi part^re fesait Ik menreille. • 

Mais dans la brulante saison, 
Un jour le pins terrible orage,. 
Sooffl^ paroii wAr aeqailon« 
Sur mes flenrs porta son raTa|;e ; 
Ia I'ose sor le sein dn lys 
Ihclina sa coupe fletrie» 
Bt leur catiees r^nnis 
Bnsemble perdirent la Tie^ 

Pour moi qui mettais mon bonbeur - 
A soigner lenr donee cultare» 
Depms eet instant de donlear. 
Wen. <t me pUH dam la nature ^ 
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Je Toit eneore pr^ da Ijrt 

La rote expiraate et fl^trle 

Puisqu'ils moorurent r^anis^ 
Devaifl^e conserar la vie I 

The last lines were pronounced with an accent 
which excited tears ; and whether grief) exhaled in 
doleful toDcsj ha8 something m it more penetrating 
and conununicative ; whether the silence and solem- 
nity of the night) the sight of the last man^on of many 
and the predisposition of my lacerated heart, had pre- 
pared the way for the most tender emotions ; I felt 
tears trickling down my cheeks and I also, exclaim- 
ed I) must mourn for the tender flowers kvelled by the 
tempest. Charmkig rose^ thou art no more for me I 
And thoU) precious bud of this alliance^ hast since in- 
clined thy loyely head over the abyss of death. 

The voice had ceased) unmindful I continued my » 
walk round the temple, and anived before one of its 
lateral doors. Above the wall) which was here very 
high) I observed the undulations of some poplars, 
whose tremulous silvered foliage was contrasted with 
the dark and motionless fir trees. All seemed ki 



vnison to render this a scene c^ mourning ; the area 
ef the place is extensive and square^ it resemUes a 
tomb covered 'with the mantle of night, as with a fiBie- 
ral pall, over which iht moon scatters its sepulchral 
rays. 

The door, bdm which I stood motionlessy epened. 
I ^scovered a man above the middling size, whxmt 
head was covered wi^ a large brinuned hift» and 
whose body was wrapped in an ample loose mande ; 
he started at my aspect, and the sight c^hibioomimini^ 
cated the same emotion to my frame. Be soon com* 
posed himself and advancing towiods me.....Your , 
presence here, and at thb hour, said he to me, in a 
mild and agitated accent, teHs me plamly, that I am 
discovered. I give myself up without resistance, be- 
cause I am guiltles^. Government cannot punish the 
tears of pity, as it might Ifie regrets of conspirators. 
These last words led me to believe, that he who ai 
dressed them, supposed he was speaking to one of 
tiiose agei^ts, always cunning, often perfidious, placed 
every where like powerful pumps, by the hands of 
administratiiHi, to suck, as it were, the last drops ot 
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the secrets of society. I soon tindeceived hini) and 
assured him, that, chance alone had intruded me upon 
his confidence. But, added I, I will no longer al- 
low mjrself to abuse it ; depend, ur, on the most in-* 
fiolable secrecy ; and I had already taken leave of the 
unknown man, when seizing me by the hand in a live-' 
ly manner, and squeezing it with a peculiar expres- 
sioDt he beggedl would remain. He, said he to me, 
who like you at the dawn of life, takes pleasure in 
meditating on tombs, cannot be a wicked man ; th^^ 
is nothing to apprehend from him. Happy, in those 
suldime and perverse times, the man, who shuns the ' 
vanities of ^grandeur and the charms of voluptuefusness, 
to come and rest on the ashes of the dead, to warm 
them with a few tears, and to forget, in their silent 
conversation, the perpetration of crimes and mis- * 
fortunes ; cultivate his natural faculties, and nourish 
the hope of immortality I Oh ! answered I, such have 
always been my sentiments. I still love the living, 
though they have bjured me much ; but they have 
compelled me to reserve my esteem for the dead. 
During the day, I enjoy the fruits of their genius, and 
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often at i^^t| come to indulge reflectu» in their last 
manuon. 

Well young man, pursued thr strai^r with a 
grayjer and almost prophetic toney if such is your 
desire^ fi^w me. Let us cross this avenue of broken 
columns, let us pass under this demdished vault, whose 
iffches threaten our heads ; here lie the dead ; let us 
enter and pray ! 

I had followed toy guide by the vacillating light of 
iht moon ; I had examined the body t)f the chiurct^ 
whose dresffy waUs echoed the noise of our footsteps. 
A door had c^ned, and from the spot where I stood, 
my eye. plunged through tbe ext^ot of a vast church* 
yard. 

A few walks of young poplars travei^sed it in various 
direcdoQS. An extensive carpet of a moist and dark 
Yordure covered its sur&ce ; round several mounds of 
earth scattered in an irregular naanner, seme groups 
of yew trees had been planted, some fir taid cypress 
trees, mingled with a few weejung willows, added to 
the sadness <tf the sc^iery. Five ot^ colossal statues, 
placed here and there, in a weeping attitude, seemed 
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{^minted to guard this last aqrkun of rest^ wfalH^ 
the wind rustling through the a^tated bushes added 
m melancholf modidadon to ^is scene of mourmng. 

I was silem and stood still. The stranger took me 
by the handy I allowed him to lead me, my £eet re^* 
hictantly pressed this torf drenched in blood, me*> 
thought the eardi trembled under me. Thus then, 
thought I, Providence, after presenting death to me 
&ce to fanoty would not alkm it td level me among 
its victims. I stand, 1 tuead under foot beauty, opu- 
lence and virtues, villaii^ and talents. If the uni^ 
verse is a book, in which God has written his sovereign 
will, what a terrible page o£it is this enclosure, where 
so many heads formerly immical lie low and ap^^ 
peasedi 

After a few turns the stnaiger sto];^d. Do yoii 
know, said he to me, fixing his eyes on mine to what 
company I have introduced you ? We are not here 
among the vulgar of the dead; these tombs are 
inscribed with the names of celebrated men, and 
vdth their last bitath, commenced their immcntality^ 
There lies Malesherbes, so great at court, grcjiterm 
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Ua private l^e, a pUilosoi^er in the closet, a citizen 
mauster, wor^y by his life of uniTersal esteem, by his 
death of our admiration and regret. Near him the 
Cicero c^ France is at rest, the iihistrious Vergniaud, 
who seems to have entombed with himself the elo- 
quence (rf* France. A little farther the Socrates of the 
revc^utiim, the wise Bailly, who saw the same hands 
entwine crowns for his brow, and erect a sca£R:>ld for 
Ids head. Hard by are depodted the mortal spoils of 
Lavoisier, the father of that ]^dk>80{rf)ical chymistry, 
which ravelled out thread by tliread the immense web 
of the umverse. Two steps further finally, the earth 
has restored to its native elements the celebrated 
Roucher, who often wrote with the pen ai a Thomp- 
son, and sometimes with that of a Racine. The crovird 
of dead men, which siurrousd these, would be too 
great to emimerate. But I caimot refrain from in- 
nting your attendcm to those neighbouring mounds, 
shaded by Babylc»nan willows; under this tucf lie 

the unfi»tunate Louis XVI. and his family You W- 

hold the dust of some of the masters of Uie woM !....* 
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My leader, whilst enumeratisig die names of the firsi 
mar^rrs) whose aahes we trod under foot, if^die in a 
melandidy accent; but a deep s^h iiiterruplad4lM laat 
wor(k which he uttered. If I amnot mntaken, said 
I to him, with whatever interest the dead, who sur* 
round us, may inqnreyou, those, whoonce wielded the 
scqitre <^ France, make a deeper iiiq)re8sioii. I ^01^ 
not deny it, answered he^ I was unknown to them, 
iidien diey were armed widi the supreme pow^, and 
resplendent widi the eclat of rank, and when diey 
ruled the desdmes of Europe. It was during the 
severe commodons, which threatened the throne, that 
chance made me aequonted wkh the king. I have 
seen him unfortunate ; I have seen his fomily badied 

in tears ; I have seen him expire on a scaffold 1 

History may rekte whetter he was guihy^ for my 

part I owe a tribute <^ tears to the unfortunaifi This 

debut, and the tone <^ the straiiger, having, in a live- 
ly manner, excited my curioMty, our conversadon was 
directed to the subject, which alone could satisfy it. 
Some words, wUch had escaped him, madb me sensi- 
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Me) tet li^.waa iKwgflioad of vmof soowt anecdotes 
respeetistgthe^rfMtotioB) f^fAnntfy mid death cftlie 
is^irUiiiate Loub. Louis was but a mMi ; but tltts 
man toA soaa txmmjr miiinnft ef subjects pnstrated 
befoi;e ioHiiitbisiifBdi TUb wbh was the legal hdr 
ofsixtyibiirof ^ first aad most pcyw^rfialsoveveigns 
tfEmx^l The Uooil lof Heniy IV. flowed fai tbe 
WDft oi this mm> ^^ he had descended £mn the 
liffone, wibere he cmuaaadecly to ]MHir it m the sca^ 
Ml ! i I How m^ wcfjf&nt m^dvts to awake curi- 
oeky! What an jpeyhanm We sobgei^ for reflectkai 1 
The remadLs which it s«^;feated did not displease 
aqr interio6aitv» and merited ooie his entire confi- 
dence. There^aie in ingentiws hearts certain fibres 
easily moved} and which corcei^pond in seme manner 
wkh those <^ hearts, which resemble them ; w^ien 
thatanalogyJs ooqe establiabed, the most cordial symr 
pathy is the result^ the instruments are not always in 
perfect tune, blithe tone is the same; playingonthe 
same iLey, they produce the same harmony. I ti^uat 
this ounparison will be fin^iven, it explains the recip* 
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rocal m9nl itate of the stranger and myself. If mu- 
sicittis understand me, diose possessed oi a feeling 
heart wiH guess at my mesffi^g. 

After conversing fer half an hour, my leader in- 
formed me, that hk name was EnGEWoRTH utt 
FsRMONT, that he vtt^ knd\m in the amials of the 
revolution for having ofiBiciated near the king in his 
last moments. At this name, which recalled to my 
mkid devoted virtue, dbinterested piety, and heroic 
courage, I could no longer conceal mine. Those sub- 
lime words, so well known, and worthy of being more 
so, "Go, Son of St. Louis, asceno to Heaven!" 
rushed on my mind, with the additional solemnity 
and veneration inspired by the presence. of the man, 
who uttered them, the view of the tomb of him, who 
had heard them, the proximity of th# place where 
they had been spoken. But continued the confessor of 
the last monarch, it was not merely in that capacity, 
that I had an intercourse with Louis and his unfortu- 
nate family. After they were arrested, I h€ver for^ 
sook them. I have had my eyes on them during their 
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^aiaiBides. I iMnre oftra consoled tton bf my ppet- 
tmse and ocmaMK and) wlieo th»k efaitfeaded ^s 
laagmnhing mafAikfj lie ^ied in -ii^ arms* I nenwr 
.riiamfcinedliiewAgepiainB^flfthe veatybefiire thef bad 
beGonaejtiie.wlimaof tiie soaMd. I iM^e done my 
iaty m aSmfiag a ieeUe fmp to tiioie trees oi? er- 
vHidliiied bf 4fae twnpear. It ims. m( the mfinarch, 
idima I.stteoMired, k iras the many whom I ptUed. A 
brocaom ^satytunmeot bought fit to exile Bie, I miir- 
murnoly but he^ who has been daring enough to speak 
the language <rf'U84«%ion before las destroyersy can- 
not be suspected of conspiring in tihe dark. If Louis 
committed seme-poHtkai errors, I wish not to ji^ttify 
them i I have neither the power w» means of accus- 
mg t>r absdvittg him ; but, while Hay eyes can yet 
shed a tearj^let me be allowed to mebten^wkii it thb 
faneral tnr^ wlueh I have already fided wiUimy trem- 
bingilbotit^. 

Xhe respectable deigytnan wJ^ed his eyes ; th^ 

proceeding in-a more calm accent) fergite, said he to 

me^lhis eiMon of a heavt^^leng fedon bitter alBio» 

dons. JGhriefand-myyears'taateTeiileredmeprc^x, 

c2 
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and I require some iiidii^;ence. A retrospectiye vkw 
oi past events will enable me to class my ideas better, 
md I jshall be more |>recise in mj recital. But the 
&ct8^ which I shall impart to you, are compUcated, 
some of them ar« known, the most important are not. 
The sjurit of party and the influence <^publie opkuon 
have adulterated truth. As it respects Clery's Jour- 
nal, altiiough feelingly written, it is not strictly true, 
and it is for from being complete. Periiaps its muti- 
lation was made in France, when the work received 
a second impression. As to my narration, besides the 
interest excited l^njthe subject of my chxAc^ which I 
do not wish to depreciate, it will possess another inter- 
est, still more m^, tliat of truth. 

It is the same narration which I penned, as bst as 
it was confided to me, and which I now publish. Un- 
der an inquisitorial ^admimstration, I was obliged to be 
silent ; I can now speak, under a govemmmit friendly 
to freedom and generous adkxns. When to the sprit 
of a total destruction, has succeeded that founded cm 
a deliberate calculation, and a regular plan, it will be 
worthy (rf record to see a citizen, wh^pe political prin- 
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c^les have always been opposed to fimadcism) an* 
archy, and royal superstition; to see him paint with the 
sacred character ot truth the misfortunes of a man 
once a king. To iniiatever party the reader may be- 
longs whatever o]»nions he may entertain, if he ques- 
tions the liberality of the government, it will suffice 
to convii^ce him, to invite him to read this work ; 
mcc I aan allowed to write it, I feel that my liberty k^ 
no longer a chimera. 
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WHAT lamentable and awful recdlecticmB those 
scenes afford to the mind ! continued M. de F&rmont. 
£vei7 stcme in the edifices which surround us, each 
ef those trees seem consecrated by some solemn 
event In cHxIer to paint the numero^ {Objects which 
constitute the interesting gallery of the reyolution> 
history will take her seat within thb limited circle in 
a mathematical point of view, and so extensive in the 
contemplation of the moral philosopher. The eye 
which casts a glance over it, can easily survey its ndiole 
circumference, the most vast conception could not 
enumerate its mfinite moral points. It is dius, that 
fit>m the summit of a high mountain, our sight may 
encircle, at one glance and in an instant, the whole 
surface of the starry hemisphere ; but when engaged 
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in das^g^ the different luminous bodies, in cakulating^ 
unknown worlds, the most fertile mind cannot accom- 
{dish the simplest addition. If by means of this mound 
we climb to the top of thb overthrown cha/dier^ the 
moon will present to your view this magnificent square 
called formerly that of Louie XF* since that of the 
RevoluHonj now that of Concord. There the demon 
<tf discord preluded the judicifd massacres by the fa- 
tal accidents, wfaich.<ast a gloomy veil on the nuptials 
rf Louis XVI. What a.si^ister connecticm ! It wou}d 
.seein as jf the victims of mourning, who perished on 
Ihat dayt bad i^me.to prepare the king a place nc^ 
)hem in this churchyard, where th^ir bones were de- 
posited L....,Behold the av^iue, thiXHigh which the 
indmidated oionarch was draped in a pc^Hilar car. 
Why ^ he continue to copwnand a pec^le, who no 
hx^r knew how to obey? This gsUded cu|wil% which 
you discern in the distant horizon, appears like the 
beacon of iB$ufrec$ifi&* Uoder those vaults, seme un» 
^kilfiil and UD^uiawn hand concealed a variety of in- 
struments of death and a^engeimce, they became the 
means of independence, but subsequently of carnage^ 
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Our ejres, iBBem&Uy, after casting drcttitous glaiice» 
flpom the quay of tibe Tfieatimy reiMered fimaous by the 
apcjtheosis of Voltldre, resdog awhile on the windbwt 
(rf the fonner piison of the royal fiotiily, turned agaiB 
towards the national bridge, and hidulged in the per- 
specdve of the ench»)ting groves of the TuilerieS) 
which had often been the rendezvous of conspirators 
and finally, cm that superb palace, the magnificent and 
dangerous theatre, ftt>m which the monarch, and the 
revolutionifry chiefs, who succeeded him, descended 
to mount the scaffold. Not fer from thence, I observ- 
ed the celebrated rkSng school, frpm whence, as 
from the cavern of Eolus, the passions, which have 
devastated the republic, broke loose. It was cm that 
finrum of assassination, that the axe quelled them all, 
and we tread on the sod wMch devmired their organs. 
Maytiiose, whom Providence penmtted to survive, 
listen to the eloquent lessons, which their coffins incul- 
cate! May they be convinced, that that government 
alone has stability, which renders a people happy ! 

,Bnt let us reenter the maivsion of die dead, and if 
the coolness cf this charming night injures you not, 
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let US go and take a seat at the foot of that moumful 
statue, partly ccHiceaied under the drooping boughs o£ 
the weeping willow. Then I will impart to you the 
sad recital of the sufferings of a family, whose greatest 
guilt was that of being seated on a throne. 

The noble and majestic features, the regular and in- 
teresting physiognon^, the moving and melsoicholy 
tone of M. de Fermomt, and not less than all that> 
the moral sensations, which he had awakened in my 
soul, had plunged me into a tender, delidous, and in- 
expressible revery. A sweet delu^on made me fancy 
myself transported to the summit of those massy moun- 
tains, inhabited by spirits, whose concerts were echoed 
by the harp of Ossian. What a sublime night !....What 
an impi:^sdve ^ence ! The exhausted moon had pour- 
ed the last drops from her luminous urn inclined to- 
wards the clouds, whilst the mantle of night strewed 
with the numberless suns, which fill the firmament, 
sparkled with unusual splendor, a soft breath of wind 
undulated the poplars, gently agitated the yielding 
boughs, and excited a modulation through their foliage 
not unlike the dying sounds of a soft flute. Had not 
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the beU metal, which announces the periodical return 
ef time, warned me that I was still watching, I should 
have fancied myself abused by a delusive dream. The 
recollection of horrid crimes, the presctice of the vio 
dms, had excited my indignation ; the voice of the 
virtuous Fetmont revived in my soul^modons of pity. 
Angelic pity, the tears which thou provokest embalm 
the wounds of a broken heart ; revenge, with its heart 
of steel, its brazen forehead, softens before thee ; gqs^ 
of diy glances loosens the chains, which anger had 
rivetted oh its victims, and thou compellest the most 
bitter enemies to fly into each others arms, at the mo- 
ment that tbe drawn dagger meditates the most foul 
designs. Angelic daughter of Deity, gt^e my pen 
through tMs recital, and inspire the heaii^s of my read- 
ers. Let us cast die weapons of revenge on these 
tombs. The manes, which inhabit diem, no longer 
thirst after blood; the only sacrifices that we owe 
thetn are innocent flowers bedewed with our tears. 
When we were seated, M. de Fermont proceeded thus; 
My intercourse with the royal family of France 
commenced at the end of December, 1791. Being 
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hom an Irisfaman, and having no living in France, since 
the episcopal see of Paris, of which I was vicar, had 
become vacated by the forced i^etreat of Bishop de Ju- 
i§n6, but being retained in thb country by my friend- 
ship for the son of lord Fitz Asland, whose education 
I had undertaken, I was not restrained by any of the 
•obligadons imposed on the clergy by the new laws. 
Loms XVI* apposed, through conscientious motives, ^ 
tg those ministers called constitutional clergymen^ was 
deprived of the services of those, whom a jealous con- 
stitution strictly refused him, because they had not 
taken the oath. When the too i&unous debate, which 
' he occasioned, was agitated, although I wa» a stranger 
to it, as well as to the country, I had thought proper to 
publish certai% sentiments calculated to unite public 
opinion, and conciliate all pretensbns. My effort was 
ineffectual ; for what can avail the vdce of a moderate 
man crying for peace, amidst the vociferadons of a 
multitude crying for war I Nevertheless, chance hav- 
ing placed my pamphlet before his Majesty's eyes, and 
as my dgnature indicated my reddence, he thought fit 
to send for me, to express his gracious approbaticm of 
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my sentiments, and of the manner in wiAch they vmtm 
expressed. 

One morning, whilst I was engaged in giving a les- 
son on astronomy to my pupil, who was seated wkh 
me near the fire, a gentleman in ordinary being in- 
troduced invited me in the name of the monarch to 
follow him immediately. Having a taste for aolitode, 
and having devoted my wh<^ life to the cultivation of 
the inuses, I vras senable that I was not calculated 
for the resplendent sphere of high life. The air of a 
court, above all, seemed contagious to my soul. Al- 
tiioug^ I tived in the vicinity of the Tuileries, I 1^ 
accompaiued my pupil but three times to court. The 
message of Louis disconcerted me for some momi9it8> 
I had only an hearsay knowledge of that prince. All 
granted to him the most precious qualities of an excel- 
lent heart, frankness and goodness ; but it was also 
observed, that they were obscured by a roughness of 
temper, which sometimes amounted to rudeness. My 
first thoughts were, that I had offended him, but hav- 
ing taken a retrospective and rapid view of my past 
conduct, I felt confident of my innocence. During this 
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short review of my life, I had entered my closet to 
as«ime a suitable dress. A carriage waited £br the 
gentleman at the gs$e of the hotel. We stepped into 
it and in four minutes were before the grates of the 
rofal palace^ square of the Carousel. As I ascended 
tke great staircase, I could not help contrasting the 
<tocurily of a poor clergyman like myself, with the 
eclat of the monarchy before whom I was summon- 
ed. What a distance between him and me ! My 
iQrhole attendance consists of an old and faithful ser- 
vant; he is surrounded by hundreds of glittering 
yoijng men. Is he better served ? Is he happier 
than 1 am f 

Having reached the head of the first stau^, we were 
obliged, to traverse a long hall filled with armed men, 
at the end of which we entered a narrow passage, that 
led to a secret staircase very steep and circuitous, 
which we immediately ascended. Wait here a mo* 
ment, said my companion, openbg for my reception a 
small cell, the walls of which were covered with geo* 
graphical maps, you will soon be admitted. The mo-* 
ment after a door was opened, and my name being 



I 
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mentiaiied, I was introduced. Could you guess 'what 
was the apartment, which presented itself to mf tiaw i 
It was a locksmith's shop, where Louis iff his shirt 
sleeves, his bosom bare, and his hair dishevelled, but 
having withal an open joyous countenance, was engag- 
ed in turning an iron bar then heating in his forge. 
Advance, sir, said he to me with a goodnatured look^ 
come and aid me with your advice respecting a spring 
of my invention. But before all, speak to mt consci- 
entiously. What do you think of a king employed in 
forging ? Sire, replied I, when the king has been en- 
• gaged in discharging the great duties of state, when 
he has laboured for the happiness of mankind, I think 
that the man has a right to do something to promote 
his own. Henry IV. used to recreate himself after ^, . 
fulfilling the duties of the council chamber, by walk- 
Mig on all fours, with his children on his back. Very 
well, very well indeed ! exclaimed the king, I see I 
have.not been mistaken, if M. de Fermont knows how 
to write, he knows also how to speak. Sir, said he^ 
coming nearer me, it is not about a spring, that I wish, 
n 2 



30 THE MAGDALEN 

to consult you, you sue destined to give more weighty 
counsels, and upon more important matters. Follow 
me, if you pbase. 

The king briskly slipped on a morning gown, and 
descended the secret staircase^ I went directly after 
him, followed by the gentleman, who had inti'oduced 
me ; after traversing again the long hall of the guards 
and two of ^s majesty's saloons, the king condescended 
to opeikibr me the door of his apartment. 

I should be too prolix, were I to. attempt to give an 
account of all the observations made by the king on 
this occasion. I shall endeavour to recollect the most 
interesting j but allow me to barely express, if I may 
say so, the substance of the facts. 

When the clouds, arising fh)m party spirit and pre- 
vention, and at times from wickedness, which havo^ 
been cast over the life of Louis XVI. and even spread 
over ids tomb, shall have been dispelled by time and 
truth, impardal history will confess, that he never was 
possessed of those qualificadons, which produce great 
kings. Louis had not that vast, profound, and universal 
tQufi'4*mly which embraces at once^ all the springs oi 
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the poliucal machine ; that watchful genius» which 
gives birth to circumstances, or which, at least, im- 
proves them ;- that decided character and fortitude) 
which, acting constantly like the main spring of a 
watch, impresses on what surrounds it, a regular and 
uninterrupted motion. He knew not how to dive into 
the human heart, and possessed not the more difficult 
art of compelling minds to biing forth^ to use the ex- 
pression of Socrates ; and he was, in a woi^ alike 
destitute of that yastness of conception, and of the 
U^nt of giving a rapid and powerful execution to his 
determinations. But while we deny liim the virtues 
of a hero, history, which exhibits public men in an 
undress, will shew him in the bosom oi his £cimily and 
household, where his extreme goodness of heart dif- 
fused universal happiness* Under that view alone he 
is worthy of a parallel with Henry IV* for you are 
aware, that he never wielded his sword, even whea 
every motive pressed him to unsheath it Let us not 
anticipate events, but let us remark only, that all the 
public actions of the king could not rise superior to- 
^hai intrinsic goodness, so much admired in a private 
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character, but which is somelitnes a fault in a sover- 
^gn, anid is the cause of his misfortunes. Alas i 
Louis is an undeniable proof pf it. This frailty of 
heart, which prevented him from being just, allowed 
liim only to be weak, and wrested from him his crown 
and his life, hurled his family from the throne to the 
scaffold, and gave up France to the fury of ambition> 
anarchy, and civil war. 

As he conceived public happiness inseparable fromt 
public tranquillity, and as the effervescence caused by 
the law, which enjoined an oath on the clergy, afflicted 
and offended him, he wished to ask my advice upon 
the most eligible means to allay it. He was accused 
of favouring those, who refused to comply with that- 
law; as he has since been accused of holdmg the revo- 
lution in abhorrence, and of having made incessant- 
efforts to check its progress. This judgment would 
not be erroneous, if it was founded upcm the appear- 
ances of actions, and their result. But it is an egregious 
mistake, if as justice requires, those acdons are tried 
by their motives. The easy mind and wavering dis- 
position of Louis never allowed him to adopt decided 
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jneasurcs. With the most sincere inclination to do 
good, he never selected the means to effect iti When 
he saw the torrent of the revolution swelling to an 
alarming degree, and threatening to sweep away his 
authority:, he knew not how to avert or resist it. He 
yielded to its impulsion, which he disapproved ; he 
became the sport of factions, and never knew how to 
render them abortive, or how to make them subser- 
vient to his wishes. Buffetted by the unruly vrill of 
the multitude, and the fears of the court party, if he 
had deserved the lave of some in^viduals, he never 
secured the general esteem. The nobility hated him, 
because he did not coiuitenance their pride and vices, 
paid no attenti(»i to their ridiculous pretensions, and 
because he inclined towards the middling class. While 
hm was onr the throne, he did not enjoy the affections 
of the people y because his foi-bidding and rude deport- 
ment prejudiced them against the goodness of his 
heart. He experienced finally, that the worst char- 
acter, which renders its possessor unhappy, and those, 
who depend upon it, miserable, is to have none. We 
shall see hereafter, that I-k)uIs never began to be great, 
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until he had ceased to be a king. The prince han 
excited the disgust of all Europe ; but all Europe will, 
admire the august prisoner in the Temple. 

To resume the account of my first interview with, 
the monarch, he consulted me, as I have, already said^ 
on the means to prevent aa opeai separation betweelk 
the Gallican and Ultram(»itane spiritual powers* Dur- 
ing this conference, the king, who had condescended 
to give a close attention to my publicatian, unveiled 
Ws heart to me ; I observed in him an unconquerable 
weakness, bict notwithstanding this radical defect, how 
many precious qualities I had an opportunity to appre-^- 
ciatc ! Unlimited benevolence, sincere piety, universal 
indulgence, sentimental confidence, a kind and moving 
dbposition ! I could not refrain from tears, whilst 
contemplating Ae first monarch of Europe, stripped 
of the magnific<ajcc of royal pageantry, conversing 
familiarly with an obscure individual, and reasoning 
upon the civil war about to ravage his whole kingdom, 
with as much composure, as if he had discussed the 
private concerns of his household. This mixture of 
greatness as to the object, and want of energy respect-- 



log means ; this vast and devouring conflagra&m en- 
kindled on the one hand^ and the £alse and feeble 
measures projected to extinguish it on the other, and 
which had rather a tendency to render it universaly 
and give it more activity ; and finally, the jarring con- 
tradiction between his wishes and his duty, lacerated 
my heart ; I then ccmcluded, that the king was debased, 
and the kingdom lost ! 

After discussing the quesfion of the worship and 
the oath, Louis XVI. turned my attention to the revo- 
lution in general. The king, having conversed upon 
this subject for a considerable time, asked me, what I 
thought of his conduct from the beginning, and 
whether I should have acted as he did, had I been 
placed in his situation ? To these questions, which 
from a survpy of the subject, I thought difi^cul^ to 
answer without openly contradicting the monarch, I 
made no reply. I understand you, said he to me, you 
do flot approve my conduct. Fear nothing, I think as 
you do. Every evening I condemn myself for what I 
have been doing all day. But such is the &tal im- 
pulse, which determines my will, that I cannot forbear 
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doing what displeases me most. I feel as if in tne 
' existed two distinct individuals, the one advising with 
1 wisdom, and the other executing without prudence. 
My God ! the TUlgar call kings the happiest beings on 
earth ! There is not c^jjt a more wretched slave than 
I am I I experience too much, that the greatest 
curse, which can befal a public character, is to want 
decision and energy proportionate to the station whidi 
he occupies. Louis XIV. on my throne !....Here 
Louis paused. Judging from his silence, that he was 
desirous to know my sentiments, I took the liberty to 
express them to him with frankness and respect. 
Pcnmt me, Sire, to differ from you on this point. 
Had Louis XIV. lived in this age, he would either 
have abjured his despotic power, or made efforts to 
preserve it, which would have excited public indigna- 
tion, and prompted the people to resistance. However 
powerful kings may be, they are less so than the 
times and public opinion, those sovereigns of ages, to 
whom every thing must yield. Under the reign of 
Louis the Great, the arts, those children of imagina- 
tion, impelled all minds to admire the monarch, and 
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revere his throne, because the arts seldom excite any 
other sentiments than those, which have a tendency to 
support th^ir patron, on all occasions which may pro* 
mote their own advancement At (iresent, on the 
contrary, the prevailing habit of reflection, aikl that 
which men have acquired of anali^g their sensations, 
lead them to inqiure into their own conduct. By the 
study of metaphysics, which unfold the heart and 
mind of man, by the maxims of morality, which ought 
to direct them, they have, as it were, sifted thoroughly 
the principles and attributes of power. Thanks to 
the free circulation of thought, which your majesty 
has permitted. People have discovered, have defined, 
and separated what ccxistituted the essence of author- 
ity, and what was deemed its*abuse. The latter was 
for i^s as blindly respected, as the fcnmer has been 
wantonly attacked in modem times. In this struggle, 
visionary, deigning and ignorant minds, have made 
incessant efforts to confound them together. Your 
majesty ought to have proved to ^he deluded their 
error, by the legitimate exercise of authority, and to 
the designing, their crimes by suitable examples. 
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Possessed of the goodoess of the Great Henry, why 
are you deprived of his firmness ? What would have 
been the conduct of this monarch under similar cir- 
cumstances ? He woi^d have directed their course to 
his advantage. Unable to resist a powerful torrent, 
and unwilling to become its victim, he would have 
|)laced himself at the head of parties, and would have 
given additional force to his authority, by the very 
means invented to subvert it. Thus the skilftil pilot 
displajTs his^JU^K^edge during a storm, and exhibits 
new resources propordonate to the dangers which 
threaten him. Chance and fatality are the usual 
excuse of weato[iess or imprudence. A courageous 
man gives birth to chance to improve it ; he subjects 
Ids enemies alotie to the necessity of fatality. A man, 
possessed of a great heart, a firm mind, and an ele- 
vated soul, commands fortune, or rather fortune is the 
assemblage of those powerful qualifications. But as 
their eclat insures fear in vulgar souls, and irritates 
envy ; happy the man, who can temper them with 
that moderation, which will entitle diem to indul- 
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The livefy interest, with which the mtuadon and 
confidence of Louis XVI. had kiii»red me, had car- 
ried me beyaod ail bounds ; I was not sensible of my 
imprudence imtU I had concluded my remaiiLS ; I had 
probed the weuttd i The Bliag, Irhe had walked 
about bvisU^ slopped on a sudcta^ aiid looking at me 
with an w, whkih maoifesledaB much surprise as c^ 
^pleasure, exclaimed) I never was addieised m such 
langui^pe^ M. de Fermcmt ; ^^ou are of -opinion tfaea^ 
that I am not fit to reign ? This i^stnq^he addressed 
in a severe tone disconcerted me f it is probable, that 
my countenance betrayed my emotion ; for the king 
altering his v(uce, said, you seem embarrassed, ycfo 
are very wrong, my %fce fi-ightened you, suffer it not 
to affect you, but read in my heart My dear Abb6, 
the man, who speaks thus severely to any man, but 
especially to his king, has a strong affectiim for him. 
I. shall meditate on your lessons, and I ccmfess to you, 
that I am in great need of them. Here ended the 
first conference. 

His majesty ordered, that I should be provided with 
the necessary card to give me access to his apartment; 
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and he even sometiine ^ftcr honoured me with the 
brevet of confessor to Madame Elizabeth. 

The next day the public papers announced my Jnter- 
vie^wlth the king ; they misrepresented its object, 
and substituted for the conversaticm certain projects 
of wluch his majesty or myself had not even thought 
Amcxig those -^Ise publicaticHis, which dealt largely 
in exaggeration and calimmy, those> in which Louis 
and m3rself were the least spared, were edited, one 
by Durosoyy and the other by Marat, The first as- 
serted, Uiat I had advised the king to abdicate the 
throne of the old monarchy, and to receive in ex- 
change the little bell of the permanent presidpntship^ 
of the jacobin club, and honoured me with the appel- 
lation of a Aoroughpaced demagogue. The other 
exhibited me in a caricature, in which he attempted 
to represent me as a counterrevolutioni&t, andpretend-^ 
ed, that I was sent hither as a foreign agent to advise 
the massacre of the patriots. Both demanded my 
death, and differed only as to the mode in which 
it should be inflicted ; the first doomed me to 
the gallows, the last to the guillotine. Judge then. 
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ot ihe good sense a&d prolnty of those trompets of 
fiune I 

About the middle of January, 1792, the king and hb 
august fam^y prepared to receive the h(^y sacrament 
(tf our Lond's supper, nfid I was destined to administer 
on that solemn occadon, but secretly, for the sus{ncioiiit 
genen^ infipired by the coodiict of Louis, becoming 
more and mere ahmningy it would have been dan- 
gerous openly to have oflTended the prejudices of the 
pec^le^tyy recetvfaig the saeramenl from ^e hands oi 
a priest, who had not taken the oath. A small doset on 
the same ioor with the kk^s apar tment , and which 
communicailed with his chipel, wasprq>ared and dec- 
orated for^diat ceremony. I went towards evening to 
tibeplace, where I heard the' confessions of their Ma- 
jesties and of Madame EliM^^etii. At half after twelve 
I celebratted mess before a few confidential servants, 
who aitompanied the roya! &m%. It was an awful 
and deplombte^ieetacle, to seethe most powefiy sov- 
ereigns obliged to envelbp ^emsdves wkh tfce mantle 
of night and secrecy to discharge the duties of their 
»3 
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conscience, while thda* enemies, in open day> called 
loudly for their degradation and destruction. 

In the notes destined for the future historian, have 
already been coUecced those interesting events, which 
shall one day be recorded in their chronological order, 
and examined with a philosophic eye, and which fill* 
ed the space from the time I mention, to t^e 10th. 
of August. They are not only foreign to my present 
subject, but I must confoss^that I am in some mea* 
sure unacquainted with them. I know not whai»means 
were used to induce the king to remove me from his. 
person, no doubt my coumels, and the sincerity and 
tru^ which dictated them, ins];Hred fears. Be that 
as it may, hfiving been re&sctd adndttance to the king 
tbree dififerent times, I never presented myself for 
seven months after. In a letter, which I took the liber- 
ty to ad^ess to him, I simply thanked him for the 
kindness which he had shewn me, and gave hipi as- 
surances, that I would improve every opportunity to 
Qcmvince him of my gratitude ; one offered very 
soon! 
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On the eve prtcedkag the lOth. of Aagust^ young 
Fitz Asland and myself had left Pans with an inten- 
tKHi to spend a few days in the country. For a long 
time) no doubt, the impending stcHm, which gathered 
aroimd the royal power, had been heard at a distance, 
but I did not expect to see its effects immediately. 

We soon learnt with what violence it had burst 
fbrtdi. Although we lived retired on a small farm in 
the forest of Fontsdnebleau, the report of the terrible 
disasters on the 10th. of August reached our retreat 
tm the same evening. The blow inflicted cm the king, 
whom I loved, chiUed my hearty with horror. I de- 
termined to set out immediately, and fiy, if not to his 
relief, at least to give him a proof of my devotion. I 
feared, that a monarch hurled from the throne had 
not a friend left, and I could not endure the idea, that 
he should rank me among those, who only wi^ed to 
bask in the sunshine oi his prosperity. 

I yielded nevertheless to the entreaties of my pu- 
pil, and deferred our departure to the next day. On 
the 9th. of August I had no need of a passport to 
leave town ; <m the 10th. I could not enter the city 
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without one. Wc were arrested at the barriers, and 
conducted) at least with civility, to the townhouse at 
the office of travellers. 

As we turned the comer of a small street, our es- 
cort, omsistiDg of six fusileers, was impeded in its 
progress by two carriages chained together to obstruct 
the passage. On the threshold of a low door, a young 
man of a common appearance was smoking carelessly^ 
and cast glances alternately on us and on the carriages. 
All of a sadden, he accosted one of the sok^rs of 
our escort, called him by name, took hold of his hand 
and embraced him. They seemed delighted in each 
other's company. 

The soldier soon gave up his musket to the young 
man, and left us with the new guard, the carriages 
were removed, and we continued our route. 

The new comer examined us attentively ; his close 
attention directed to the young nobleman gave me 
some uneasiness. I, in my turn, began to examine 
the stranger. But, as he was possessed of one df those 
nuld and engaging physiognomies, which delight the 
eye of the beholder, my suspicions were succeeded 
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by a seothnent of b»>evoleiice» Yoa will sood 8ee> 
that my presentiment was not without fi»mdation. 
Gentlemen, said he, you do not i^pear to be stran- 
gers ; no doubt you are acquainted with the new de- 
crees of the communes, and are provided with a pass- 
port ? No, sir, answered I> we know nothing of the 
decree to which you allude, and for an absence of a 
few days, and at a 8h(^ distance we did not thuik..^«. 
Our interlocutor interrupted us> and putting hb hand 
in his pocket, I believe, said he, that I have several 
cq>ies of it about me* There, sir, added he, address- 

^ ing iumself to me directly, read ; I opened the papeB 
IflSch he presented, and was struck with astoioshment 
en observing its contents, when I found a description 
of my person clothed jnih all the necessary formal- 

^ ities, in a word it was a passport. I gave the tutelary 
a&gel, to whom I was so much indebted, looks of the 
Mncerest gratitude ; he had placed his finger be- 
fore his lips, and with his left hand, presented me 
another paper, it was a passport for my pupil. My 
emotion was equal to my surprise, and I never felt so 
sincerely the sacrifice which reduced me to silence. 
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The Fldce de Orhfc^ <m which we entered, and the 
steps of tiae tawbhouse, whroh we were obliged to as* 
e^id^ were ooTered with a tumultuous and uniaense 
crowds who vociferated) as soon as we i^peared, A 
fAbayel i^fAbagel The peopie) intoaucated wkb 
fary, yidory^ and blood, exencioed, in its full lathtttej 
thd ten&k right of the eon^uciior over the yanqiadH 
ed. We penetrated notwithstanding through tiie in* 
teficAr of the yard of the hotel of Ae communes^ 
Irfaere^ whikt waking for an mtroducdou into the dt^ 
fice, I saw several men serapihg the dirt<yff their 8ho08 
eo' the tibse of the prostrated sts^ue of Louis XIV« ^ 
tfuit stalKie had a vqpe round it& neck« 

A deor was opmed, aad we were caUed The maa 
Who oaimnaaddd oun Qse(»!l^ made tos r^mrt, after 
which, the administrator, who was ar small, lean, rude 
man, asked us in a stammering voice, why we were, 
not regular ? I must ccxifess, that the aversion which 
I have always entertained for a lie, tempted me to own 
the truth ; but the idea that I might be useful to the 
king, and the fear of exposing the unknown man who 
had obliged us, determined me to dis8imula;te. I made 
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the mmucipal officer no answer, but pi^esented my 
passport} and Lord FitzAslsdid did the same> and I 
inquired in my turn, whether such papers were not 
regukur ? The pi^lic agent having looked at tiiem, 

and scud, I believe ^er verifying the signature <^ 

Colombeau, returned the passport with a peevish air 
and angry gesture. Then addressing the commander 
' of the escort ; ^Corporal/* said he to him, with an oath, 
^* hwad this order to the chief of thy post ; he is a cox- 
OHnb whom I mean to tiim soundly to teach him his 
duty better.** After saying these words he dismissed 
# us. Our escort left us, and we had hardly a chance 
to express our gratitude to our deliverer by a gesture 
and furtive lock* He smiled on us with an air of 
melancholy, and I observed that a sigh escaped him 
as he raised his eyes to heaven. All this was an enig- 
ma for me, but time has since unravelled it. 

However singular this conduct might be, it had 
happened under so extraordinary circumstances, that 
amidst the crowd of events, which succeeded each 
other every moment, it left but a slight impression. 
The &te of Louis XVL detained in close confine- 
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ment, engrossed all my thoughts. I led my pupil 
home, and turned my footsteps tbwards the Tuileiies. 
I was crossing Pont Royal from one foot walk to the , 
other, when I felt myself seized by the arm, I started, 
looked, and saw Mr. Aubier, a gentleman of the 
chamber ; M. de Fermont, said he to me, how hap- 
^ I am to meet you ! It is an hour since I called at 
your lodgings, where I was infcM'med, that you were in 
the country. I was afraid, that you had been envel- 
oped in the proscription, which attended the last 
disturbances. He then informed me of what had 
happened during the two preceding days, and closed^ 
the interview by hioi^g me a billet, directed to me, 
wholly written in the king's own hand. I have it in 
my pocket book, and wiD attempt to decypher it, if the 
light of the moon renders it legible ; I have read it so 
frequently, as well as many other papers of Louis 
XVI. that I remember its contents ; here it is. 



LETTER OF LOUIS XVI. TO ABBE DE PERMONT- 

(Voucher No. 1.) 

AT THE FEUILLAJ^St aucuit 10, 

Hew oVJBf k ataiiJhti 

^ I AMncnwsenflft^aimiiMnefvrefthe wiidGni 
of youp counsel and lepras to Uameftr Bet Mo^inng 
them. Will you punish mey my dear Abb^^ because 
your Vasxg and friend t& unfortunate ? W31 yeu imi- 
tate tliOBe» who shun hini) as if he was a guilty man ? 
The thought of it would give me excesme pain, but 
I win not induljge it. Attend to your own safety, and 
for my sake, do not expose yourself it is my order, de 
you-hear my deia» m^tor, aid, if it b neeeatary, I in- 
treat you to obey my injunction." 

^I bedewed this letter with tears, I pressed it to my 
lips, and on my heart. I had pitied Lifuls, when he^ 
was clothed with power, judge what I feH, when I 
saw him miserable. O Providence !' I was about t» 
murmur against thee, when I recc^ected, that tiioae 
events, which appear the nK>st disastrous^ teach thoscf 
impresave lessons, that regulate the destinies of the 
world. ^ The hami^ which placed the sun above, and 
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gives motion to the system of the universe, levels 
sometimes a throne, obliterates empires, and at 
others elevates like dust an obscure individual to the 
summit of grandeur ; thus to shew the world, that in . 
the eyes of the supreme Architect, mortal man, em- 
pires, thrones, heavens and. suns, are as if they were 
not. 

I left Mr. Aubier to run to the Feulllans, he 
checked my impatience, observing, that ki my pres- 
ent dress, not only the entrance of the king^s retreat, 
but even that of the national assembly would be inter- 
dicted to me. I felt the force of tins remark, and 
hurried home, where I s^ded a dub to my short hair, 
and substituted a coloured coat for the cassoc, which 
I usually wore. Under this novel attire, I easily pass- 
ed the grates, which open on the quay of the Tuile- 
ries in the garden. I entered it, and surveyed it 
rs^idly. Groups of men distributed hefe and there 
covered its surface. The spring walk and the terrass 
were unusually crowded ; I approached several of 
these groups, and penetrated the thickest of them, the 
better to collect the public opinion, and to hear the 



observations oiihe bystanders. They varied extremely 
and were all exaggerated* They were replete with 
invectives against the royal ^mily^ and each one devis- 
ed some pktn for its destruction. The royalists, as 
wen as the moderates, and a few individuals, attached 
fix>m motives of affection and gratitude to the illustri- 
ous victims, were conspicuous by their melanchc^ 
ffllence, and by their afirighted and mouniful looks. 
An I heard gave me much anxiety tot the future des- 
tiny of the royal &mily, and I could hardly breathe, 
when I directed my steps towards the haU of the 
legislature. 

I was descending the stairs constructed to shorten 
tha distance by the passage of the Feuillans, when the 
kowlings of a fiuious mob, heard at a dbtance, first 
arrested the general attention,, and immediately excit- 
ed the curiosity of the crowd towsAls the spot, from 
whence the tremendous noise arose. Swept, as it 
were, I was compelled to retrograde, and soon reach^ 
ed the interior of the Tuileries. There I beheld a co- 
hort of armed men bareheaded, whose arms were 
stripped and bloody, whose ferocious countenances 



62 

were ^yUied vnth dust and penpiradQii ; they had come 
to deiMiid the residue of the .Swiss prkotters, takca fan 
the preoe^ng day« I shaU e<ver remember^ that 
ammig t^ose savage tygersi I absenied ayomg man 
of the AaiSQiial giiardy^ an iateffiBtrng phfoo^tenf, 
who iaipUbed the pomeiBB cE -m iOApdtatng voice, and 
Isi^Mwvodthe ogniske iwnstbHity ismcktA by cbciipr 
stanoeS} to jxiove the fieactsitf his oompaiuoiis. He 
JiypoaMiiilikt aa aii|fd«ii*i»iiiidfd hy detnons. Bat 
Ifa^ «asworod the pathetic aocenfts of lis nKynsg elo- 
quence hf the most honid yellsi and, if I am not mis- 
taken, he owed his own safety to a precipitate fli^t I 
had mudi trouUe to rid xnyself of tftie imiumerable 
muhkode, which poured JBcewwatfly around me. €eOh 
viDced, hgr tiiia due, that «»y zeal was froidess, and 
diatl could not gain aoceaa to Louis, I wandered 
voiad tiw leas confined groups, which crowded tlie 
enrass of the FeuiUans, and finaHy made my escape 
through the gate^if the riding schoid. 

A nwre ianwDtahle scene than I have before wit- 
nessed, awaited me in L'echdie street. At the foot of 
the fiaamain, ndiich divides it fram St. Ix>uis* street, 



CHOSCSTAXl). 53 

they had just fonmd a corpse, {uerced with a thousand 
wounds, mutilated and covered with mud and gore, 
already in a ^ate of putre&ction. They *were about 
to remove it, when a young vroman, who had anxiously 
looked for her husband for four and twenty hours, ran 
and rushed through the crowd of spectators,^ attracted 
by this interestmg ^ght. Her hair was dishevelled, her 
clothes torn off, her eyes inflamed, and swoln with 
tears, and her whole countenance stamped with despair^ 
I have »nce learnt, that one of her friends, led this 
way by chance, having recognised in the corpse the 
husband, who filled the poor woman's soul with anxi- 
ety, had indiscreetly informed her of his discovery. 
The wretched woman had come to ascertain the &ct. 
At the sight of the bloody and disfigured corpse, she 
fell into a swoon. The surrounding multitude propos- 
ed to remove her to a coffee house, when she recov- 
ered. Then trembling violently she approached with a 
ghastly countenance, bent her knee, unaffected by the 
disgust, which the view and putrid state of this man- 
gled body must naturally have excited ; she raised his 
bead, v^ped his face wUh her handkerchief, but not 
112 



wtiom she 80«igbt> fHae i^eced hk itgfat hmd and after 
nd)biiig k ^onie time Mt « rkg. A piorciiig dud^ 
accoBH>eiiied tlas dbooferjr. Hus a^oituAaite wife 
had no longer the eooaotalion ^ dofoliting, riie was 
pressittg to Ker boeom the lad reaiMBM of iier mur- 
dered husband. She ombvaeed tfame q^otts of deatls 
M down modonlesS) shed no tearsttior hevred a ugh ; 
there ^le remabed ; the bjstuiders mpere alike appal- 
led and moved inbeholdBigtlnsfimeral encounter, but 
their fise&iga were mueh more eixckod) when at* 
tempting to remote the woman &om the scene of her 
Mghtfol and crael enjo^rment^ they found her depriv* 
ed of ail colour and motion. A Tictim (tf conji^al a^ 
fection, she had been imable to surviye her husband, 
and had expired in his embrace* 

How many agonLdng sights had festered ^le wounds 
of my heart, you may more eauly conceive thani can 
express. I had seen the &ce of tfiis busy and Ihre^ 
dtjr, in less than four and twenty hours, become a 
scene of cruel desolation. On all -udes, the rubbish 
«f the throne, drifting through torrents of blood, 
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cnMiied HMMbPHidf^ In itii n^ omRie, Mends and 
fees ; lilbe a fiirkntt and vvvrwhehning tempest, whidi 
i^lhates the most seocet abf ss ef the immense deept 
whose 4aslnng waves sweep the I— ndnted afaoreSf and 
heap far aad wide awfiil anmnnents of tremendous 
dastmotioii. Huaun wjadom coold not see the ulti- 
mate eonseqoenoe c£ this political tornado. Whilst 
indolging ^lose meianchelf reiectiona, I crossed a 
part of the city* I know not what of hoiror md dea- 
pahr I ccnddreadineveiy countenance. Thetremen* 
dons fidi of a throne firmly seated for ages ai^ialled 
cTcrf mind. Even those, who first assailed it, those, 
who from the bottom of their hearts, either from an 
attaehm^it to repiMc^ Smibs, or from amlntioD^ 
i^goked at ks downed) conld not conceal the terror^ 
which accompanied their success. They could not 
grow fionihar with the idea, that afew hours had been 
sf^Bckm to level and aittu^ate^ witha breath of p(^ 
^ar fianaticism, the colossal power, which had so long 
triumphed over them* On their side the tyranmcal 
demi^ogues, factic«is newly sprung up from the dust, 
and the restlees pi^^ (^anarchy, who, with a view to 
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share amoDg themselves the shreds of the royal man- 
tle, had let loose the multitude, already trembled, lest 
that people should mdston the full sway of their new- 
ly recovered sovereignty. Devouring in their imagin- 
ation that power, which cc»istitutes its essence, at the 
same time that they loudly proclaimed liberty, they 
more firmly than ever rivetted their own shackles. 
The arrestation of talents, which licentiousness called 
dangerous, and of vhtue, still more &tal to It, was 
already in contemplation. The knives of September 
were sharpened in silence, the axe oi *9S was uplifted, 
the executioners were ready to seize lipon the inherit- 
ance of their victims. The fate of a &mily, hurled 
£rom the first throne in Europe into the depths of mis- 
ery and capdvity, excited also an umversal uneasiness. 
But however sincere the last sentiments might be, 
they were buried in the hearts, which entertained 
them. Louis XVI. was pitied, the fate of his family 
lamented ; but the throes of pity were smothered, the 
rising sigh stifled, and. the moanings hushed in secre- 
cy. The tears shed in the dark were fruitless, as if 
the alarm?, resulting from a djeep impression, had 



cunpresMd all hearty and the natmid character in- 
cIiDed mere to ^^« thim to reUeve the unfortmate. 
What would mdvce one tx> believe the last aaaerlioD 
vmg the otmdndefl^ FreoA duiiog the whole rei^>- 
lutioB^ peniciaiarljr that of thoie* who emphatka^^ 
st^^led thcoBieKea the king^ fnaa4s before ^e 10th 
nf August The hulk df thea^ « few eaicc^te4» who 
bfure rieodcared their naanea iUoBtneiis hf an MMohile 
>de¥o6oD9 htam aeentlMsr maater secured by emntD^ua 
MUj huBgiBshh^ Bi a dnngeon, and ecxpniog m >i^- 
subf, withoiit makiiig eoe single efibst to rescue him 
hom his tuqwrndiu g ind bamd fiite. Forgive the 
yrc^zity of ^leae reflection; ^ivhat aubject can inajMre 
more ? Bat I resume my narvatiTe. 

Plu&ged in the moat melancholy reflections, ^slwart- 
ened by the most knuspicioiis prognosticks, I was not 
sensible that I had progressed towards the Luxem- 
iiowg. Having entered the garden unawares, I was 
astonished to observe the cahn, which reigned over it. 
The air ioadag under a spacious arch of lofty trees 
was serffioe and perfumed ; under the leaves a charm* 
ing bkd viruUed his song of love, repealed by a throng 
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of feathered choiisters perched on the neighboring 
boughs. I seated myself on a bench, at the end of the 
middle allej, having a full view of the magnificent 
dome of the Pantheon, ^hose cupola, surrounded by a 
circular row of poplars, opposed the superb convexity 
of its form to the enchanting bower, which it closed^ 
and the splendid ricluiess of its invaluable marUe to 
the soft shade of the chestnut trees. Around me, over 
a large carpet of turf, affectionate mothers, collected 
in solitary groups, enjoyed the .delight of a familiar 
conversadon, while their playful and thoughtless off- 
ering crushed unmindful the newborn and tender 
flower, and rent the air with their joyous acclamations* 
What a picture of innocent joy ! But alas ! Whilst 
calm and sportive mirth diffused, pleasure in this 
peaceful abode, carnage and death dealt their destruc- 
tive blows on the other shore. 

The contrast of those4^iages added to the melan- 
choly, which filled my soul. In vain did I snuff the 
purest fragrance of the flowers, as it dropped fix>m the 
wings of the zephyrs, my mind involuntarily led me 
back to the loathsome cell, where groaned the royal 



csumcHyABD. 59 

f. Those women, whose tender k>ok8 were rir- 
etted on their sporting children, reaped to my mind 
die unfortunate queen, whose power was but a few 
nuHnents since unlimited, and who could not now 
affi)rd even those jimocctt recreatkms to the royal 
princes. O greatness, how detestable must thou be, 
nnce thy splendor will not afford h^npiness^ nor its 
eclipse consolation ! 

The monotonous notes of a cymbal partly diverted 
me from this solenm meditation ; I cast my eyes ^ 
wards the spot, from which I heard the noise ; I be* 
held an old man shabbily dressed, whose hair and 
beard were grey. He had sittracted, by the sounds of 
kis voice, accompanied with this instrument, a gresft 
number of children, who diverted themselves in mim- 
icking him. .The old man approached me without in- 
terrupting his music. Sorrow must have been strongly 
dejActed on my countenance^ for addresshig me, he 
obsenped, you seem, sir, to be very unhappy, and, if 
I dare confess it, the times too mudi justify you. But 
I must asseit that you cannot be more exquisitely 
affected, than the beautiful Mary Stuart, whose 
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laneotadons I sing. She had lost all but hq)e, bitt 
while that v&nabaBf and it cmg^t idways to^ remahiy 
it Jb a groat siqpport under mis&rtunes; Ther«f 
sutf you mi^ have it for two pence, and in the bar- 
gain I shall sing it fior jpoo accompanied by my 
instrument Youmust confess, that the q^ra is chea^ 
The tegular tlpearaoce of tilis bdngv uid his ret 
markaUe tone, the spirit of that Ori^us of the Lm- 
amboui^, inclined me to listen to him. I added the 
vakie of the scmg, of the instrum^it, smd of has step% 
and piit the amount into the hands of my virtuoso, and 
begged of him to treat me with a rehearsaL He cohl- 
pUed immediately, after presenting me the words 
printed on a coarse paper, ^ with fiemduion qf the 
mayor ^** he sang his verses. 

While my beggar was sii^g, I thought o£ a pro- 
ject, ykbich I at first rejected*, as whimsical^ but whtdv 
soon grew fiaimiliar. Would it be so very painful, said 
I to myself to be clad ia rs^^ to wear a rusty gre)i 
Wig, to daub my fiu^e, and to proceed to the windows 
of t^ poyal prison, with my cymbal on my back, and 
intbatatdre^tDfiadout wtethar I can agvn beceme 
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useful ! You are acquainted with Blondel^ tlus worthy 
smger of Kichard ; I determined to become the 
Blondel of die captive king. Zeal blinded me, and 
prevented me from perceiving the imprudence and in- 
utility of such an attempt. Being iflfed with ardoury I 
rose and requested him to follow me ; I left the hixx" 
embourg, and led him to my house, Sid, without be- 
ing discovered by the porter, introduced him into my 
apartment There we sorni completed our bargain, I 
gave him what he asked for the cymbal^ a good suit 
in exchange for his tatters at the expense of my ward* 
robe, and that of my old servant, and after liberally re- 
warding the condescension of the ballad singer, I dis- 
missed him satisfied. 

I was not less so, for at the first dawn of a new pro- 
ject, the imagination gratified with its own efibrtft 
seduces the mind^ and renders it blind to all conse- 
quences. It is seldom, that such projects are submit- 
ted to judgment before another day. 

I could not wedt so long, I counted impatie^ntly every 
moment, wluch retarded night, and tp fill up vacant 
hours, tiled some preludes on my new instrument. 



A s%ht knowledge of the piano enables one at oncelo 
perfoi'm on the c3nD[ibal, whose unvaried soiu^s are 
unintemiptedif supported by an incessant and monot- 
onous humdrum. At this favourable moment^ when 
day retires, and mght has notyet returned) I prepared 
to sMSl my part. I will not mention how long I was 
dressing, Jior tftf agitation which seized upon me, 
when I passed the porter's cell ; I luckily escaped, and 
sallied out bumpbacked, with a besmeared &ce, n^ 
head covered with a rusty wig, and an old hat, leaning 
on one crutch, with the cymbal on my shoulder, hob- 
l^g alcmg through the street of the university, and 
progressing more composedly towards the fsimous 
terrass of the Feuillans. 

it was, as during the day, covered with people. By 
the bright light of the lamps, I could discover a great 
variety of expresuon on the many countenances, as 
great a diverdty of atdtudes, and featiwes distorted by 
every kind of sensation. My deai* friend, it is when 
die passions are let loose, that it is horrible, but inter- 
esting to obsenz^ man ; we can then trace the sinu- 
odties of this ine^ctricable labyrinth, and contemplate 
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ttie pantingsof amlition} the projects of fbture aggran- 
dizement, the burning thirst for glory, the ravages of 
hatred, and the insatiaUHty of avarice. Thus would 
Vesuvius ai^iear, if its bowels were laid open to the 
affiighted sight of a curious saquirer, if he could 
behold the devouiing fomaees, when the combustible 
materials of a future and tremendous eruptioo are 
already accumulated. 

Had my heart been capable of enjoying calmne&s 
and tranquillity amidst those scenes, at once imposing 
loid burlesque) what progress I must have made in the 
study of man ! Without mentioning what subsequently 
^ fixed my attention, how was it now engaged ? Here 
an enormous individual, with a st^iU»ian voice, wear- 
ily large, loose holland pantalocxis, and a spacious cap 
one side of his head, whose countenance beamed 
with fury, whose inseparable and thick eyebrows hung* 
•ver his eyelids, whose red curled whiskers covered 
half his cheeks, made in thundering accents the bar- 
barous moticHi to prolong the commoticms of the tenth 
for a week to come, and to direct their fury against 
the badly constituted authorities. There an extrava- 
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gsnt and ignorant orator, misapplying the writings of 
Montesquieu and Rousseau, insisted loudly upon 
having an assembly of twenty' millions of voters, of 
whom the nation is composed, because, said he, no 
c<mstituent enjoys the privileges of pure democracy^ 
unless he represents himself perscmally. A little 
farther, a citizen of decent deportment, young enough 
to love a republic, and inclined to moderation, dis- 
played all the powers of persuasion. Those men, 
mostly belixigii^ to the various newly instituted clubsi 
were sunxHUided by others, who made incessant 
moti<»is ; and by a gaping, stupid, and admiring 
crowd, by men hired to applaud, and by a multitude ^ 
either indifferent, alarmed, idle, foolish, or cowardly. 
When I had fully recovered from the agitation, 
which the executicm of my project, and the fear of 
its fidlure, had excited in my breast, I sat myself down 
on the steps of the stairs, which &ce the passage of 
the Feuillans, and Qommenced a prelude on my cym* 
bal ; its tone collected a group of people around me. , 
I was about to sing the lamentations of Mary Stuart, 
which I had just played, whea an ill looking fellow 
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pierced through the crowd that surrounded me, and 
harshly ordered me to go and sing ferther o£P. That 
was the very thing I wished to do, but my joy was 
excessive, when that man ironically added, ^ Gro, my 
old fellow, and rejoice with thy accents the ears of the 
Gdevant; while listening, to thy melody, he will fencyy 
that tomorrow is St. Louis' day.**^ 

This was at least a pretence to justify my measures^ 
in case I should be called to an account ; I crossed 
the passage, and entered the yard. The oaly guard 
in the interior was a single sentinel, posted under the 
window of the apartments occupied by the royal fern* 
ily. By the light of a lamp, which shone on the sen^ 
tinel, I discovered that his physiognomy was interest- 
mg, and, that his general appearance was m his favour. 
I ventured to ask him, if there would be any harm in 
my playing a tune ? He answered, that he had no or- 
ders to prevent it ; consequently having seated myself 
against one of the columns of the peristyle, which 
surrounds the Feuillans, opposite to the king's cell, I 
sang, in a smothered vdce, the two first verses of the 
fcllowing romance. 

o3 
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^ MARY STUART A ROMANCE. * 

lyun poiiToir uyurp^ malheweiMe Tietime 

La noble Sioi&rtg^musait; 

Le don de plaire etait son crime^ 

De ee don aofond d'on abiknet 

Sa vivtXe la punisaait 

Sceptre, leclat qui t'enfironne 

Ne merite que la ptti^ ; 

Et je pr6ffere k la conronne 

Un doux regard de I'amiti^. 

Dana la tour ot^ languit oette reine charmante, 

Le souvenir d'lin tendre amour 

Soutient sa force chancelante ; 

Et sa voix plaintive et touohante 

Redit k chaque instant dujour ; 

Sceptre, leclat qui t'environne 

Ne merite que la pitie ; 

fit je pr^re k la couronne 

Un doux regard de I'amiti^. 

I had finished this stanza, and was playing the sym- 
phony, when the second window, opposite to niy sta- 
tion, opened slowly. This part of the yard being ob- 
scure, I could not distinguish the person who opened 
it ; but to manifest more fully my intentions, whoever 
it might be, I continued thus ; 
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Ce n'est point hi splen^eor d'tin royal hfin^Q^e 

Qae jamais d6iira monecevr ; 

En me nomant sa bien ainof^y 

LAneastre de ma destined. 

Sans etre roi, fit le booheur ; 

Sceptre f^elat qui t^nvirotifie 

Ne m^rite que la ptti^, 

£t je pr^f^re k la eooronne 

Un doux regard de f amiti^. 

I paused awhile, and the sentinel, drawing near me, 
observed to me in melancholy accents ; I am afraid 
that these princes are more wretched than Mary 
Stuart If they have any friends left, where are 
they ? At leaiit they have one left.....they have two ; 
but what can the friendship of a poor musician and of 
a solitary sentinel avail them ? The musician may 
smg romances, and the sentinel may guard them. Go 
on, old man, those bars are firmly fixed, and it will re- 
quire stronger hands to remove them. The sentinel 
turned round peevishly, and I resumed my song. 

Cher ^pofix, coars aax pieds de ma sceor de la reme, 
Elnabetli V^eontera ; 
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Et cette aug^ste soaverainer 
En brisant pour jamais ma chained 
Ainsi que nous r^p^tera ; 
Soeptre I'^lat qui t'environne 
Ve m^rtte que lapiti^ ; 
£t je pr^f^ve k la oooronne 
Un doux regard de I'amiti^. 

I must confess, that whilst I was singing, I medi* 
tated on the words of the sentinel, I observed his 
stately but decent gsdt, the strong expression which 
accompanied hb remarks, their exjtensive meaning, 
and concluded, that he was devoted to the royal &m» 
3y. I then arose and advanced towards him with a 
view to make myself known, and to consult with him 
«n the means to relieve the prisoners. At that in- 
stant a woman at the window repeated, in sweet and: 
tremulous accents. 

Sceptre I'^clat qui t'envtronne 
Ne m^rite que la piti^ ; 
£t je pr^f ^re k la eouronne 
Un doux regard de I'amiti^. 
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Do you tuiderstttid, said the sentinel, taking hold 
oi my hand eagerif ? Very well, answered a harsh 
voice fftMn the dark. Gentlemen royaUsts, proceed.... 
We are lost, exclaimed the sentinel ; come, my friend, 
9Md he to nie, rsasing his Toide, let us deserve the 
honour of dyi^ for so noUe a cause. He was yet 
^)eaking, when the ytifd was filled with armed m^i^ 
adwiiiemg by the light ^{ a number of torches. The 
man, who had ^ven me off the terrass of the Feuil- 
Iwis, came i^ to me, told me I was his priscHier, and 
yd me follow him. The sentinel, bemg relieved, 
was placed by my side, and we were escorted by a 
large party of armed v<^\mteers, preceded by a num- 
ber of flambeaux, and led through St. Honor^'s street, 
%r6i^ that of the Pont Neuf, and from the quay of 
the silversmiths to the depot of mayoralty. 

Were I inclined to interest your feelings in my be- 
half, I should not want means, by describing the suf- 
ferings which resulted from, this and my subsequent 
arrestation. Bitt I have no wish to divert your atten- 
tion from a &mily much more to be pitied than 



7D THE ICAODAXaK 

myself, and shall only introduce my name when it & 
mdispensable not to break tibe thread of events. 

My first care, as soon as I entered the mayoralty, 
was to write to my pupil, young Lord Fitz Asland^ 
whom I warned against twa things prindpally ; firsts 
the calling oa me ; secondly, the taking any steps to^ 
procure my release. We were not yet acquainted 
with the. ways of tyranny, and were quite ignorant of- 
its praeticCi I believed, fot my part, that my liberty 
would immediately follow my detention, and was so 
sincere in my belief, that I iiA not hesitate to sign my 
real name to my billet, not suspecting, that the in- 
quisitorial eye of the police would examine its con-* 
tents. 

There were thirty two persons detained in Ae pri- 
son of the mayoralty of all ages, sexes, and Tanks. 
There were several gentlemen of the chamber, some 
dignified noblemen, among whom I recognised Mr. 
Rohan Chabot, several clergymen, five or six women, 
and a few foreigners. When we arrived, the conver- 
sation was animated, but it ceased immediately. All 



eyes were intent on us. I perceived that the aiq)ear* 
ance of a beggar^ whose garb I had preserved, excited 
astomshment and disdain. It was natural to suppose 
that an honest beggar was not a suitable person to be 
admitted into such company ; for the reverses of for- 
tune which subdue the heart, do not eradicate preju- 
dices, and there are many, who will own as royalists 
those only, who wear red heel shoes and blue ribbons. 
I shall not fiedgue you with a description of my new 
abode, where, after all, I remained but three hours. 
I was then summoned to appesu* before an admirustra" 
tor of the police, who, aiter examinmg nie in due 
form, ordered that I should be trsmsferrecL to the Force 
fariaon, I attempted to object that a poor be i^^gar could 
not excite suspicions, and could not be daTij^crous. But 
the man in authority looked angrily at nie j this de* -• 
oeption, said he, ill ^becomes you, if you are an honest 
man, lying and imposition ought not to be in your 
mouth. I am willing to grant that you are a beggaiv 
a cymbal player for a credulous public, but through 
this ragged veil the eye of the police can discriminate 
the truth. You are Abbe df Ferroont. So decided a 
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declaration admitted of no negative answer. I endeav* 
tHired to justify my conduct by the purity of the mo- 
tives which had inspired it, and asked the liberty to^ 
change my dress. I was answered that my request 
would be granted at the Force. Two gend'armes in- 
vited me to follow them, and made me enter a caiv 
viage which waited for me, and we proceeded to the 
Force, 

Here IVL de Fermont made a pause. The night 
was almost spent, we separated after appointing a 
rendezvous for the next night at eleven, near the third 
column of the portico of the Magdalen. The scene 
which my eyes had witnessed, the narration which I 
had heard, deeply moved my heart, and engrossed my 
thoughts. I realized again in my sleep those passed 
sensations, and my dreams impressed them fully on 
my mind. The next evening I kept my word. The 
Abb6 soon joined me, and having entered the church- 
yard, he resumed, as we walked about, the conversa- 
tion of the preceding night 



SECOND NIGHT. 



MY leaders, who probably had received orders to 
remain silent, gave me up at the first gate of the 
Force firiaon^ to the safe keeping of a jailer, and having 
taken a receipt for my person, they disappeared; 
Then by the light of two smoky lamps, a turnkey, 
wearing a for cap, accompanied by two monstrous 
dogs, led me through a l<mg passage, whose windings 
were narrow, and conducted me to a small yard, where 
he opened the second door. I entered through the 
iron gates, and was obliged to bend forward, and force 
my way in ; after pas^g through nine of them, he 
introduced me into a little cell, where under a mouldy 
cdding, I found a straw bed, with a ragged blanket. 
My keeper, in a harsh and grum voice, wished me a 
good night and good courage ; then having called his 



74 THE MAGDALEN 

dogs, he closed upon me the heavy doors of my dun- 
geon, securing me with three bohs and three locks. 

Once more I will abridge^ and resume those details 
which will most interest you. As the stratagem, 
which I had put in execution, to inform Louis, that 
he had one friend left, supposed some hivention, I 
had the honour of a solitary confinement, in which I 
remained till the third of September, that is to say 
twenty one days, without the least intercourse with 
any man, except the jsdier ; having no other nourish- 
ment than a detestable soup, a few half done kidney 
beans ; but still more awake to the trying situation of 
the dethroned royal family, than to my own. 

The first days of September will ever excite the 
abhorrence of posterity, on account of the foul crimes, 
which indelibly marked this fatal epoch. When 
history retraces those diabolical deeds, she will dip 
her pencil in blood, she wUl represent murderers 
carelessly seated on their lifeless victims, and from 
this horrid seat, ^ordering new massacres. My design 
is not to give you a recital of them, I shall only men- 
tion what relates to myself. 
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A feSit ray of light glimmered through an aper- 
ture in the dose grates of my dungeon, where I 
sometimes applied my eye. The sight of the prison- 
ers, who walked promiscuously in a vast yard, and 
the consolati<xi of viewing a few green trees, solaced 
my misery, and seemed to cheer the limg tomb, 
which enclosed me* 

During the morning of the second of September, I 
thought I beheld on the countenances of the prisoners, 
the expression of a lively alarm. I observed them 
meeting in small groups, convernng eagerly, and 
those, who seemed the most engaged in speaking, 
occasionally walking about with great agitation, strik- 
ing their foreheads, whilst others remained motknless, 
deprived alike of colour and voice. 

Towards twelve o'clock, a general ofl^cer entered 
the yard, accompanied by his wife, a jailer, and turn- 
key. All the prisoners having crowded around him, 
be seemed to be speaking to them. Each prisoner 
soon entered the prison, and it was locked up ; the 
yard was entirely deserted. This arrangement and. 
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the fear dejected on their countenances) inspired me 
with the liveliest anxiety. 

Very soon some distant and stifled shrieks aug- 
mented my apprehen^ons ; among those pitiful sup« 
plications, I thought I heard some vehement and. 
pasaimiate expresjuons. The clashing of arms, and 
the sound of five or six strokes of the bell, wafted l^. 
the wind, redoubled my agitation, and I know nothmg 
comparable to the terror, with which the ulence thai 
succeeded, inspired me*^ 

It was soon interrupted by the arrival of the jailer, 
who, in doleful accents, udled several individuals. I. 
saw them advance, some preciptalely, and withawikl 
look, others slowly and as pide as death. During four 
hours, the rocans poured out th«r prisoners, who were 
led through the central gate ; they all went out, but 
none returned ! 

My mind was in a state of fermentaticm, and I could: 
not class my ideas. I was so remote from truth in my 
conjectures, that the idea of a general jail delivery 
occurred to me as the most natural. Alas ! it was 
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but too true ; the axe had severed the chains of each 
piisoner, and set him at liberty for ever 1 This calling 
of prisoners was interrupted from five o'clock till 
night ; then the lamps in the yard were lighted, but 
c(»itrary to the usual regulation, the dogs were not 
let loose. You will soon see that those trifling circum- 
stances had been calculated. 

^ence prevailed again until eleven ; the clock had 
hardly struck, and I was about leaving my sitand to 
* indulge in rest, when a loud noise again attracted my 
attention. The central gate was opened with great 
clatter, and in an instant the yard was filled with arm- 
ed men, preceded by lighted torches. Their speeches 
were angry, and expressed in coarse language, threat- 
ening, and interlarded with horrid oaths. I remarked 
amuigst the rest a man, whose appearance, dress, and 
attitude, chilled me with horror ; he seemed to me 
like crhne personified. His lank, tall and crooked 
body was supported by legs, and coupled with arms 
without proportion in their form. Under a squalid 
cap, round which hung a few locks of curly reddish 
hair, he displayed a hideous face ; his complexion was^ 
h2 
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livid, and rendered more terrible by a thick hanging 
black eyebrow ; his eyes red and infiamed, and the 
movements of his month convtilsive. This monster, 
covered with a short jacket without deeves, exposed 
to view his hairy and crimson chest ;■ the blood drop-' 
pedfrom the lanee on which he su^>orted himself; 
and his naked arms were covered with clotted gore. 
The view of this villsdn, who seemed to have a com- 
mand over the rest, let me into the secret of their hor- 
rid deeds, and gave me to understand what new crimes 
they meditated. I then fiiliy believed,^ that the days- 
of the massacres had arrived, and that my funeral hour 
was hst approaching. I soon felt that I must arm 
myself with courage and resignation. After all, the 
idea, that the royal family were involved in the same 
destruction with myself, rendered that moment the 
most bitter of my life. 

The dungeon, from which I observed those scenes 
•f ' devastation, was too distant from the place, where 
the cannibals exercised their fui7, to permit me to 
hear them. But I judged by their fiery looks, their 
furious gestures, that they insisted on the jailer's 
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mao exposed the most nrtueus resistance to their 

The ccmtentian soon seemed to grow warmer. 1' 
h«ffdat«Riiiiltoeus^coBfu«i>n of voltes; I distinguish* 
ed OGcasi^iddlf acMne of their horrid imprecations ; the 
amrdefers.had become funous ; but the more they" 
threat^ied itid yelled^ the more the jailer mustered 
resolution. Then the* miscreant, whom I have just 
descrk>ed, advanced towards him exasperated with 
fwyj his eyes darting fire, and his mouth all of a foam, 
he seizes the jailer with a nervous arm, prostrates 
ins^ 2aad tvemblingp with rage, retreats with his horde 
of fiends» 

When they had disappeared, the jailer rose, entered 
quickly the basem^it story, and came out again with- 
mere ppec^xitatiou ;^ he locked the doors, gazed 
around him with affrighted looks, and went away ; for 
^ tldrd time the yard was ag^ deseited. 

i4beii4eft my standi fell on my knees to offer to my 
Qiod the saortfice of my life, for I no longer hoped to 
preserve it The raltlkig of keys, the screaking of 
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hingeS) warned me of the approach of my last mo- 
ments. I started up, and saw two men enter, one of 
whom was Bault the jailer, leading the other by the 
hand, whom he endeavoured to compose. Resume, 
if possible, your tranquillity, sir, said he to him ; you 
are in the most unknown part of this priscm ; it must 
be totally demolished before you can be discovered ; 
believe m^, this dungeon. is the most secure place,, 
and I will leave you in good company ; good mgbt 
gentlemen, this tempest is horrible, but it will <:ease. 
The door was locked again, and I found myself in the 
dark with an utter stranger. 

On similar occa^ons an acquaintance is socm madet 
and a conversation easily ensues. Besides, by the 
help of the jailer's lights I had been able to cast a 
glance on my companion, whose face did not seem un* 
knowfi to me^ This furnished me a pretence to ad-^ 
dress him. 

It was M. de Chamilly, valet de chambre to Louis 
XVI. he informed me, that early in the morning a 
kind of tribunal, formed nohody knew how, had taken 
its seat within the first wicket of the Force firUon^ and 
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had organised a regular masaacre. He waa aWm to 
appear before the bikxxiy tribunal, where he would 
have been condemned an4 executed^ had not the hu- 
mankv of the joiler Bank snatched him from death. 
]VL-de Chamilly enlarged on some details of that hor-. 
fid day^ he was bm partially acquainted with the whi^) 
yet he knew too mocb not to appal with.th^reckid a 
heart possessed of any sensibiKty> and efioogh te ex- 
cite tears of blood* 

We remained in the most cntel agitadkm untH 
sdmetime after two o'clock kt die iB(»iiii^. The 
aw^ sMenc^ which reigned around q% was 0Geasi<»i<«> 
iSky mterrupted by knienlable crks^ drowned by tu- 
multuous vociferations ; it appeared to us possible by 
att^i^ii^ to the groans^ that we eould ascertain the 
number of victims, and as the Force prison consists 
of several builcUngs divided by spacious yards and stu- 
pendous walls, we judged that the murderers spared 
nobody, and that death met every where new victims 
to devour. 

It was about this time, that four cut throats, half- 
O^ked, intoxicated with wine, rage, and carnage, and. 
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drenched in blood, penetrated into the yard, r^idmg*; 
the air with their abominable imprecations. They 
dragged by the hair a turnkey, a virtuous old man, wha 
had snatched several victims from their fury- As 
they passed near our grate, we heard them distinctly 
pronounce the name of RhuU^rea^ and swear that they 
would deprive him of life by the most cruel tortures. 
The turnkey: having introduced them into a small cell 
of the basement story, they seized upon that unforr 
lunate officer ; they at first stripped him naked with 
the most shameless brutality, then mangling Ids body, 
with strokes aj^lied with the fiat side of their sabres, 
they made him nin. before them until he could no 
longer endure his torments. His blood, which flowed 
abundantly from> the hanging shr€ids of his mangled 
fiesh, rendered him at once an object of horror and of. 
pity ; but, oh ! excess of savage barbarity ! these can* 
nibals mixed their sacrilegious peals of laughter with^ 
the dying groans of their victim. Finally, after a 
courageous defence and the most terrible agony, this 
unfortunate man found the term of his torments in 
dctith. M. de Chamiily and myself, appalled by these 
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'hcATors were &st locked in each others convulsive 
embrace, and &r from being able to say a word, we 
coold hardly breatl^ a sigh. Ah ! let death prostrate 
me now, I have seen- it in such horrid forms, that I can 
no longer fear it 

We remained the rest of the night in a stupor, and 
di^v<ud of all motion, tormented, as it were, with a !k- 
tal dream, ki^^ing for the ccmsolatibn of a speedy 
awakening, and afraid to breathe, lest we should be- 
tray ourselves. The dawning light, which was reflect- 
ed from the wall, that &ced us, the coolness of the 
morning, and the balsamic vapours of the dew, re- 
stored our sensations. I made an attempt to rise from 
the miserable litter, where fear had rivetted me ; I 
drew near the grate, and, with a trembling eye, at- 
tempted to survey the yard, the scene of so many re- 
cent horrors ; alas i the mangled corpse of Rhuderes 
was stretched lifeless on a patch d[ grass, mdstened 
with his blood, while at a small distance the thought- 
less birds warbled their morning scmgs under the ui^ 
dulatmg foliage of the elms. 



At eight o'clock, the jailer entered our duugeoft, 
he assuaged and calmed M. de ChamiUy's fears, and 
iaformed me that I must leave him for a few mo- 
ments. Ah ! few this time in sjrite of Bault's protes- 
tations, I thought all was lost, but mustering all my 
resolution ; it is in vain that you conceal, said I to him, 
that I am summoned beiiwre the usurpibg tribunal 
about to give me tip to my executioners. H<H)our 
me enough to declare Hie truth, as terrible as it is, 
I am ready to hear it Bault declared that he had al^ 
i^ady said it without reserve, and swore by his headr 
that far from my having any thing to apprehend from 
the murderers, they had not even whispered my 
name. After going through the gstte of th& c^tre, 
which had remained open since the massacre, he car^ 
lied me along the contiguous buildings, and made me 
cross a narrow yard that led to a secret staircase, which 
I ascended bdiind him. Oo the second floor we fcnmd 
a dark eK^ipf at the extremity of which be opened a 
door J 3^tdmitted me into a well furnished room, in 
the mi^e of which lay a coUaticoi. Bault offered me 
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"achfidr, invited me to ref):esh myself^ and insisted on 
my dtinking a glass of wine, and, after apologizing for 
leaving me alone, he went out and locked me in. 

What was the drift of his polite attenticm, what were 
his deigns ? I was still meditating on those questions, 
when the door being opened, I saw the jailer, preced- 
ed by a man wearing a tricoloured sash, whom he 
treated with mudi respect. M. de Fermont, said he^ 
as he accosted me, this gentleman is the attorney of 
the communes, to whom you .owe your life, and who 
wiJ^ies to speak with you in private. I bowed before 
M. Manuel, and expressed my gratitude in less live- 
ly terms, than I might have done under different cir- 
cumstances, when I mi^t have enjoyed more calm ; 
liut M. Manuel was aware of my embarrassment, and 
was perfectly sStfisfied. The jailer went away, and we 
were left akme. 

I must interrupt my narration, to make you sen- 
sible of a reflection which occurs to my mind. More 
than one credible writer, and more than one estimable 
man, have Bot oolj declared, that Manuel had believ- 
ed and propagated the extravagant doctrines of the 
I 
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revolution ; but even, have accused him of having had 
a direct influence over the crimes, perpetrated in tiie 
beginning of September. It does not belong to me to 
be his apologist, but I must consider him in a Ytry 
dififerent tight, since the various interviews which I 
had with him. I will mention th^n in their ordert 
smd you wiU judge whether I am correct. This Is 
liiearly what he said to me. The first reflection, that 
ought to occur to M. de Fermont, &iding Imnself ia 
company with Pieire Manuel, is that he is widi a xadth 
who has declared himself the open enemy of Ungs^ 
and the iriend of repubUcan insdtut]<»i8. But yon am 
possessed of too mudi reason to Buppoee^ that an Ofixir 
ion beyond control, resulting from a feeliog which 
moves, and a conviction which impels^ would be a 
just^able motive for enmity. It would amount, to 
nothing more than a pretence, and a man of a decided 
character- would not make it the basis of a detmon* 
Let us then remain under the persuasion, yoU| that 
a monarchy is calculated to promote general hap* 
piness, and I, that a republic alone can secure Ikierty ; 
and let us .see whether there can exist belweien us a 



medkun, which by modifymg opimons may bring us 
to c»ie poiiit9 and crown each of our wislies to promote 
unLversal felicity. 

Let us first lay down a principle. Philosophy, 
whkfe^iaByia a^matme^^ intoidatted tlie age we Hve in, 
bfB^dmmaoMBX&A the iiMigfilfieanGe of grandeur, and 
teda^gmofsuperstitioti. The Tacilladons of Louis 
XVL toft» sided in the full deiBflinstrtttion of what I 
msmtt. A idngt "^f^ si^fed himself to be debased, 
was no loi^r worthy at a«»own. It wa^ not the 
IMi^ o£JSLugf|8l9 wMdl^W96Sted the sceptre from hkn ; 
§»0mtmmcM^hm been a kitog, the banded intrigue 
mA «€ csitm have ^fnahiatty undermined the fonnda- 
tiMftof lifetliiMa. He has net therefore descended 
fipom it) but it has crumbled under him. Never could 
a more favourable occurrence offer to establish a re- 
puHKc on the bans of moderaticm and virtue. Louis 
was fNPosmited, and not one of his base friends made 
an effort to raise him fn>m his fall. He ought to 
have been left in the enjoyment of his slumbers, and 
lo have been forgotten. 
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But amotion on one side? and political fanaticbnir 
on the other, have directed the commoUons and the 
murders of the 10th. of August, ^hich have sullied 
that day, and have improved their results. Now I 
shudder to think of it ! Anarchy let loose knows no * 
curb ; or rather, like a sweeping torrent, it Im^edowa 
its sluices, and drs^^d through its Moody current men 
and monuments. Oh I crimes before unheard o£i 
continued ManueV as he rose walking vehementl}i! 
across the room. Opprobrium of^my nathre land. I 
what will wipe the stains imprinted on thy virile robes 1 
At this moment humanity no longer exists, cannibals, 
seated on heaps^ of dead bodies, drink^brimful ci^m of 
blood, and their homicide lipa. pronounce new sen^ 
tences of extermination!. 

It is M'ith a view to dull the instruments of as8a»> 

sination Manuel at this instant was interrupted by 

the jailer, who darted into the room in a tremor, exr 
claiming that the massacres still continued, imd that 
Madame de Lamballe had just been brought in. The 
attorney of the communes salfied out|.and I was left 



lioDe. He stayed away ten minuter ; when he 
, leturaed ^ipair was depicted on his countenance^ his 
eyes were swimming in tears ; trembling all over, 
quite out c^himself) and unable to speak, he threw 
himself into an arm chair, covered his face with his 
hands, and exclaimed in doleful accents, and in a 
choked yoice....Oh the barbarians !....the barbarians ! 
M~.I stood before him* in profound silence, burning 
with impatience to question him, and yet afiaid to 
hear his answer. 

When he was a little more calm, M. de Fermcxit, 
said he to me, laying hold of my hand, we tread on 
the crater of a volcano ; let us fiy this poisonous soil, 
which devours its inhabitants* The revolutiodOary 
ebufitieii has raised u scum, which is abom to polhit4 
SAd dvown every one ! In the burning deserts of Af- 
rica, tygers alone tear in pieces the limbs of travettera 
to satiate their devouring hunger ; but here men 
feast their cannU>al cravings with the flesh of their 
fellew men. Tlie blood, which they have lavished 
daring two days, excites their burning thirst ; they 
swim in that dement ; their *arms exhausted with 
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murdering i-est themselves by new murders'. They 
have this moment assassinated the interesting Madame 

de Lamballe I have seen her beautiful head severed 

from her outi'agedbody, and carried about upon a bloody 
pike ! I saw a cannibal tearing her heart from her 
chesti and pressing its blood into a cup, I saw him 
quaff this execrable liquor with a diabolical pleasure » 
. Oh ! the dreadful repast of Atreus will no longer be 
accounted a fMe, and all the horrors of m3rthok^ 
have become historical fects ! 

With what horror I was seized an hearing this ! 
Madame de LambaUe ! She, wh^ a bounteous God 
seemed to have created as an emblefa of goodness, 
under the features of beauty, had perished ia torments 
and ignominy L Whilst her murderer loaded with 
gold, and decorated with the first ofiices of state, in-> 
suited public moralky, and evaporated his wine oa the 
sacred seat of justice ! 

Manuel, more composed, related to me the particur 
lars of the tragical death o£ that lovely princess. Shot 
had, said he to me, just been ordered in at the lowet 
door, which leadsi to the room where the murdering 
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tribunal was sitting, when I appeared. Clad in a plain 
white gown, her hair dishevelled, she exhibited the 
image of innocence traduced before the tribunal of 
crime. My presence caused a sensation difficult to 
describe. I had already presented myself, and my ear- 
nest solicitations had suspended the work of destruc* 
tion. It had resumed its horrid activity, and cmce more 
I came to suspend its fury. My presence appalled 
these butchers of the human race. Two of Madame 
de Lamballe's satellites dropped the swords pointed at 
her breast. Through a door pdrdy open, the agitated 
president inquired, what was the matter ? What is the 
matter, exclaimed I, you must leave to the regular 
constituted authorities the punishment of thckjg^uilty, 
the pardoning of those, who are in an errors and the 
release of the innocent Ye citizens, who are the organ 
of the law, I might tell you, that it prescribes that con- 
duct ; but in the name of humanity I entreat you. 
How ! disarmed men, infirm old men, weak children I 
Are those the enemies worthy the exertion of French 
courage I How then I shall it be said, that while your 
brothers in arms, are &cing the Prussian columns, you 
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are trying four branrerfy and displaying your whole 
strength againa a woman? Could you be savage 
enough to dtp your hands in her blood ? Remember) 
citi^c^s, that the blood of the murdered cries aloud to 
'leaven, and that it makes Wi indelible stsdn. Attorney 
of the commuiteS) answered one of these butchers, 
thou art not here at the bar, and all thou sayest, al« 
though very fine, isi not worth a straw. The woman 
Lamballe has betrayed the country, she k the accom- 
plice of Ant(Mnette, she must die ! " Fe*, yes let her 
die" was heard on all ^des. Justice has slept too long, 
we must give it full sway. The noise at this moment 
becaine tremendous. I attempted to speak, but my 
vwce was drowned by the horrid yells of this motley 
^^w. Meanwhile, Madame de Lamballe, as pale as 
^ath, trembling among those executioners, could 
hardly stand. Her head was inclined forward, and her 
closed eyelids were bathed in tears. What heart of 
adamant could have remained unmoved at this sight ? 
But those of her murderers acquired a new temper of 
ferocity, for rudely laying hold of her by the shoulders, 
they dragged her before the president, vociferating 
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^Do th\i dwtyP I started at the same Bioment, and 
loudly protested ; cahn being in some measure re- 
storedy the prendent endeavoured to commence an 
examination. The princess made an e£R)rt to answer 
hhn in a fidnt rdce. ^ If my love for the queen is a 
ciime> I must confess myself guilty; yes, 1 have given 
to a corrupt court, to an age of infioivy, the rare ex- 
ampie o£ sincere love, between^ a queen and her sub^ 
ject I have lived for her, and I do not rejHne at 
^^g." Y(m shiJl not die, exclaimed I, should I even 
perish ! Barbuians, added I, choked with my tears, 
and laymg my breast bare^ if you thirst after Uood, 
^nll mine, and spare, Oh spare thb unfortunate wot* 
man! I had not ended these words, when, after a 
signal glv^i by the president, Madame de Lamballe 
was borne off, carried to the outer door, and assailed 
wi& the strokes of sabres ; her blood stained my scarf i 
The agonies of her torm^its, the view of mang^ 
led heaps (^ carcases, swimming in blood and filthy 
made her frequently faints and she died several times 
before her eyes were- closed for ever ! Her execu* 
tmers^ mingling with the horrors of this butchery 
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the inferaal brutidity of debnueheiy) sullied her chaste 
peiBMiftin a maimer too honid to rel^e^ until tatiat- 
miy th^ lore and divided 9anan% themselvea her yet 
palpitatiiig liiid>8 1 

We «Md4iiel •teswnt ow eenveraatiott fer aome tbneu 
ilttiBbledy and M. Maimel ^dMored «^ intny leatlhe 
&cy €£ Iba vittaiii^ fed on the t>loed of inferior y]o> 
tine, aboHUi % t» the lempl^'wheife 1 hadjuat leaH^ 
ed) ihat Loiiia said his family i«wre ccefisedi^ The 
agttiMiiey^ •f the oonnniffiea waa ^etenniiied tt> aaaie 
theat^ and aafoa ymH aee, to restece them part :ef 
tmt le«t avdiadty. But aa the present itircum* 
aiaKieesvercoeltMroiicahletD praiect so ia^ortafift a 
l^hiA; he ttoapl^ iMided wm aafiaail ImkA,^ letter f(fr 
ftTy on vMch aeineral hands had wrttteai the following 
&afCes«.....Here M. de Fermont, to mdiom I had made 
iByaelf suffickntly known the preceding evening) to 
inspire him with aome confidence, handed me this 
boc^, whidi he could not read on account of the ob. 
scurity. I examined it on the next day, and, with the 
leave of that worthy ecclesiastic, 1 copied it, as it is 
inserted in these memoirs. It will form an historical 



document of the revidiudon ; it i$ one of the least 
hnowiiy ukI ooe of the most interesting. It is now 
printed for the first time. 

(Voucher No. 2.) 

I^IBZSTY, FZA.CB AND HAPPIIIBSfl. 

^ That- government is the best, which secures the 
hapianess of the greatest number of mdividuals." 



^ When the constitution of a state secures, to each 
^and all, the enj^ment of their rights, without per* 
mhdng them to a^se them, it has given the solution 
of the great problem of the social compact." 

^ Bowers ought to be ^stinct from each other, and 
well balanced ; but to prevent this balancing frcmi 
becoming a swing, there ought to be a regulator tm 
preserve the eqinlibrium. The legislative power 
enacts laws ; the executive governs by them f^he 
judkiary appliea diem." 

^ The only good laws are those, which are constir 
tutional ; the only good execution ^f the laws js that^ 
which agrees with them ; the only good application 
of the laws is thai, which is conformaUe to their , 
spirit." 
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« Every thing, that has a -tendency to aixieUorate 
society, is a virtue ; every thing, that tends to its 
detriment, is a crime." 

" Punishments ought to bear a proportion to delin* 
quencies ; they ought to be salutary to the delinquent, 
and useful to society ; but whilst crimes are puni^ed, 
virtue ought to be rewarded." 

^^ Happy that people, whose national character is 
moderadon. This qualification supplies a want of 
virtue, and palliates crimes, it is the mother of peace, 
the security of felicity." 

" A revolution, which lasts more than four and 
twenty hours, is at the same time a political crime, 
and a political monstrosity, as a tempest, which would 
extend its ravages beyond a day, would be a dire php- 
nom^on in the order of nature." 

" If the day of a revolution is devoted to destruc- 
ii<m and vengeance, the next day, ought to be conse- 
crated to repairs and to justice." 

^< Manners are measured by the principles, the 
doctrines, and the conduct of a government ; be the 
latter humane, the former will be mild." 



'< Extreme opulence, and extreme indigence 
estrange indiidduals fit>m the great femily. He, who 
caa exist independent of society, is at least indifferent, 
if not inimical to it. He, who cannot five in its bosom, 
becomes its execiiti<»ier. Therefore one of the princi- 
pal claims of government ought to be to do away the 
influence of colossal fortunes, and to unite the interest 
of the rich man with the soil of the country.'* 

" Such are the maxims, which are destined for the 
education of prince Louis Charles, eldest son of Louis 
XVI." 

These notes were written in the same hand ; thosci, 
which follow, wei'e written in three different hands. 

In the Jirat. 

" Louis XVI. consents to abdicate the crown in 
fevour of his son Louis Charles." 

** The king will preserve the title ; he must have 
an income suitable to his rank, and the use, during life, 
of the palaces built at Nancy by king Stanislaus, the 
last duke of Lorn^e and Bar." 
s 



^ Prince Louis Charles will receive an educadoa 
suitable to a prince destined to govern a great na» 
tion." 

** M. de St. PieiTe, author of the Indies of nature, 
shall be appointed his governor." 

" The king shall not exercise the executive power 
alone before he is twenty one years old. Prince Louis 
shall be examined before a council of fifteen members, 
who shall declare and attest^ whether he is capable of 
4ischarging the duties of a king^" 

In the second hand* 

** The provision for the queen and the relations of 
Louis XVI. shall be sufficient and honourable." 

In the third hand, 

" There shall be a body of regulators to direct the 
. acdon of powers." 

" A legislative assembly not very numerous, whose 
functions will consist In proposing laws, and another^ 
whose faiM:tions witt be to give them sanction." 

** The judiciary functions to be perpetual." 
'^f Tke administratioQ to be perfectly centnyL'* 
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** The sovereign powers to be organized for the 
greatest good of the people, to whom they are now 
surrendered.'* 

On the last page was written. 

^* The king's council, composed of Messrs. Males* 
herbes, Servsm, Condorcet, Roland, Angran d' Alleray, 
&c. has the consent of the powers that be for this pro* 
ject, which will not be bloody, unless the Orlean fec- 
tion should oppose it." 

After delivering into my hands this sketch of a 
plan, which required mature deliberation, observed M. 
de Fermont, the attorney of the communes had left 
me in possession of the room where we had conversed. 
He had requested me to add to the book those re- 
flections, which its contents might suggest, and prom- 
ised to see me again on the next day. Before he 
parted with me, I informed him fully of the situation 
and extreme anxiety of M. de Chamilly ; he promis- 
ed to think of him, and assured me, that he was out 
of danger. 
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I read the notes again very attentively ; I felt 
inclined to approve some of them, many more I 
^ould have rejected. But under) actual circum- 
stances, I was sensible that some sacrifices were nec- 
essary and tven unavoidable, and, that we must trust 
to time for indemnification. I only thought, that one 
of the principal prelimmary conditions ought ta be the 
liberty of the king and his family, and noted this opin- 
ion at tlie bottom of the book. 

Manuel returned accoixling to promise, and was the 
bearer of a letter from my young pupil, lord Fitz- 
Asland, who after a few days of extreme anxiety and 
useless researches, had at last learnt, that I was in the 
Force prison^ and that I had survived the massacre. 
The attorney of the communes informed me, that the 
fuiy was not totally satiated, and had extended its 
ravages from prison to prison. He mendoned, that 
the capture of Vendun, and the entrance of the Prus- 
sians into Champagne, had afforded a pretence for 
those horrors, and as Manuel added, had been a mo- 
tive to excite the revoluticmary fiauaticism. After all. 



neither the provisionary government) nor the com* 
miines had made the least exertion to stop the deluge * 
oi blood) btit a secret caucus, met at the mayoralt]^; 
had even encouraged and du%cted it 

It is probable, observed the magistrate, that most 
heads had been numbered and devoted, and that funds 
had been provided to pay their respective prices. Ex- 
ecrable traffic I which has introduced under our mild 
regions the barbarous customs of Guinea. It is in the 
age rendered illustrious by Beccarisr and Rousseau, 
that a market house of human flesh has been opened, 
and that the price of blood and carnage has been 
regulated ! 

When Manuel had cast his eyes upon the previous 
condition, which I had proposed for the emancipation 
of the ro3ral &mily ; it meets with my ideas, said he' 
but it would be an act of temerity to attempt to bring 
it about openly. Prudence, and if I must say so, cun- 
ning alone, can render this plan successful. You have 
made use of it to serve the king ! we must continue, 
no other means will answer^ Although I am the^ec- 
imd magistrate of the communes, my influence is neu* 
- x2 
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tralized by a seditious &cdon, who avowedly ^scartl 
all propriety of conduct> and outrage every sentiment 
of honour. We must not expose ourselves to theic 
vengeance by an ill timed frankness ; the sth>ke aimed 
at us would reach Louis and his &uniiy> whom we wi^ 

to save This evening at dusk, a fiuthfal agent will 

come, and put an end to your captivity. Follow him 
with confidence ; he will lead you among your fiiends ^ 
here is a token by whieh you will know him. 

Manuel, as he closed his discourse, gave me a small 
medal of gilt brass, on one side of which was engraven 
a sphere as a symbol of good order, and oa the other, 
these words, Liberty ^ Peace^ and HafifiincM, 

I waited the close of day with impatience, and 
watched the declension of the sun, when the jailer in- 
troduced a young man, who without saying a word to 
me shewed me a medal, similar to the one I had re- 
ceived, and made me a sign to follow him^ At the 
sight of Bault, the doors were thrown qpen, and I left 
my prison after a confinement of twenty three days. 
The lane, which leads frcpi the Force firiaon^ was yet 
drenched in blood, I shuddered as I crossed it. 
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The hackney coach, which we called for in St. 
Anthony's streeti carried us to the street of the Dry- 
tree, opposite to a house, ''of which my young guidet 
who was deaf and dumb, had a written description, 
^e conducted me up a pair of neat and simple stairs^ 
and introduced me into a room on the second floor. 
I remained there alone jM>ine time. A man came in 
md accosted me in a friendly manner. I recognised 
M. Manuel, he took my hand, led me through a 
small glazed gallery, and opened the door of an apart- 
ment, where I saw seven, or eight gentlemen seated 
round a table, who appeared to be engaged in serious 
deliberati(»6. As soon a^ I entered, they all rose, 
M. Manuel having mentioned my name, the oldest 
cf the gentlemen, who seemed to enjoy the greatest 
consideration, paid me a compliment on the devoted- 
Bess, which I had manifested for the dethrpned fiunilyi 
and congratulated me <m my escape from the daggers 
of the assassins. I answered, as I ought, acknowledg- 
ing, that my .safety was due. to M. Manuel, and re- 
newed my protestations of gratitude for this signal 
fiiYour. 
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The deaf and dumb young man having entered at 
that moment, one of the members got up, and went 
out with him, but soon returned announcing Messrs. 
Clery and Chamilly. 

I embraced the latter with a very' lively emotion, 
seeing him as well as myself delivered from the jaws 
of death. As to the former, I renewed the acquaint- 
ance made with him in the apartm,ents of the prince 
royal, to whom he then belonged. 

Judging of the individuals, who composed this 
society, by those who were introduced among them, 
it was natural to believe them either attached^ to the 
monarchy from principle, or sentimentally devoted to 
the king's person. But the attachment of some was 
of a different nature. They had not united so much 
oh account of the same opinion, as on account of 
having formed the same design. Some of them, in fact 
were famous for their republicanism, others for their 
philosophy, the smallest number were devoted, not to 
monarchy, but to Louis or his family. But they were 
all determined to save the king, and coincided in the 
design of giving France an energetic and parental gov-* 
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ernment, equally secured from the bunicanes of de^ 
mocracy, and the^ethargy of monarchy, which might 
establish on a secure foundation the glory of the state 
without and its tranquillity within. You will understand 
this combinaticn) of views better^ when i inform you^ 
that Vergniau^M^as seated by the side pf Malesherbe^ ; 
C^ondorcet near Bolsmd, F.etion opposite to me ; said 
9X the end of the table Manuel, Clery, and Chamilly, 
whom I have already mentioned. I ought to add 
Ducos and Valaz6, deputies of the Gironde, since as- 
sassinated, by the revolutionary tribunal. I cannot, 
without an unpardonable prolixity, give you an account 
of all the topics discussed during that sitting. Except-* 
ing Messrs. Clery, Chamilly, and myself, who made 
our first appearance there, each had suggested some 
part of the notes, which you may read at your leisure. 
The fi^al result was ; Ist. to save the king and his 
(amiiy from the daggers and the poiscm of the com- 
munes, and from the judgment premeditated against 
them by some of the electoral assemblies, vf hich was 
lo be passed by the next convention ; 2d. to convey the 
prince royal to Marseilles or Bordeaux to surround 
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him with the partisans of the new order of things, sind 
ipom that centre, to endeavour to secure upon the 
solid foundation of reascmable liberty and permanent 
tranquillity, the empire now devoui^d by facticois. 
Th^ means proposed to attain this end were, 1st. to 
judge, punish, and disperse the assuming communes ; 
2d. to effect the desti*uction of Orleans, and of the 
party rallied under his bloody standard ; 3d. to refora^. 
the future convention, and to convoke the sound part 
of the members, who were to meet in the town 
chosen for the residence of the prince royaL Before 
this plan was adopted, which to me appeared a mere 
palliative, the discussions were lengthy, and I xnay^ 
say wise and eloquent. 

M. de Malesherbes mkigled in this debate his natu- 
ral good nature with animation ; Condorcet analyzed 
the measures with a metaphysical scrutiny ; young 
Ducos enlivened the subject with the brilliant sallie& 
of his poetical imagination, and his southeiTi fertility. 
The wise Petion, without warmth, and yet eamestiy, 
pointed out occasionally, with a sure hand, the plain 
path of truth ; but above all, Vergniaud decorated t^ 



yikti the irresistible diarm of persuasion, and ctotUed 
it, if I may thus express myself, with the vivid flashes* 
of his unparalleled eloquence. It seemed, that nature 
in formmg that orator had united the transcendant 
genius of Demosthenes, and the irresistible talents of 
Cicero. I thought I observed him occasionally hold«> 
ing before us the torch of the latter to throw light 
on our doubts, and occa^onally wielding the hatchet of 
the Athenian to lop off exuberancies. But a more 
Uoody axe silenced for ever this melodious and mov- 
ing orator, who could have awakened justice, or en- 
kindled pity in the hearts of his executioners, had they 
but listened to him ! 

Clery, who Thad been admitted into the temple since 
the end of August, to serve the king, the attorney of 
Uie communes, and myself, were appointed to inform 
his majesty of the result of this deliberation. I, ig a 
particular manner, was intrusted with the care of pre- 

m 

sendng him the notes of the project, and of obtaining 
Hs signature to them. My entrance into his prisioa 
was postponed until the next day, to enable me t^ 
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consult with my new colleagues how to fecilitate mjr 
admission. 

When the assembly dispersed, I devoted the first 
momcaits of my liberty to my pupil. It would be 
tiecessary to know hitn as I do, to judge of his feelings, 
when he saw me Igain ; die sequel of my narrative 
will fully prove it. 

Lord FitzAsland, who knew very well the inter* 
est, which animated me in the king's cause, had divide 
between the unha]^ monarch and myself his extreme 
solicitude. But all his efforts to make a tender of his 
services had proved useless. He had learnt however, 
through the Countess of Sutherland, ambassadress 
from England, his relation, tiiat Louis XVI. had ex* 
pressed much anxiety, and had inquired the cause of 
the silence of Abb6 de Fermont, for wh^ safety he 
had ti'embled. This new mark of affection from the 
king, determined and encouraged me in the resohition 
of sacrificing myself, if necessary, ibr his release. 

This was about the seventh of September, when 
the precautions taken by the communes, tmder whose 
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safeguard Louk had been placed, were not so rigid, as 
they were afterwards. The tyranny of this nKmstrous 
body was in its in&ncy ; thrice happy France I had it 
been sdfied in its cradle. 

Manuel, whom I met at the appointed time, told 
me, that if I would follow him with a book under my 
arm as a clerk, I could gain access to the interior of 
the tower. I prepared to assume this new part. « 

The tender affection, which my pupil had for me, 
end the lively sympathy, which he felt for the royal 
priscMiers, determined me to intrust him at least 
pardally, with the attempt, which I was about to make 
to serve Louis XVI. Lord Fitz Asland thanked me 
for this mark of confidence, imd, to justify it, brought 
me on the .same day, foiur rouleaux of fifty guineas 
eacht^as a homage of lady Sutherland to the royal 
&mily. I was not less moved by the attention of my 
pupil, than by the generosity of this English lady. I 
felt an inward pride, when I reflected, that I had cul- 
tivated this young plant, which under the corrupt 
influence of dus perverse age of selfishness, had pre*- 
served the full sap of Its native sensibility. 
X 
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M. de FeniKXit put off, to the third night, the 
recital of his entrance into the temple, and of the &^ 
interview which he had with die king and his fiimilj 
in that dismal prison. I will divide this wcMrk as thb 
excellent man divided his narration. May my pen 
present it to the reader with some share c^ the inter- 
est, which it excited in my breast, when I listened 
to it 



THIRD NIGHT. 



MANUEL, continued M« de Fermont, introduced 
me into the temple at dx o'clock at night They 
had already begim to fortify it The ditch of circum- 
Vidladon, which was to surround it> and which could 
only be crossed over a draw-bridge, had been marked 
and partly dug. I observed a curious crowd, walking 
under the rotundo, opposite to the tower, whose eager 
k)oks sought to meet those of the prisoners. With 
respect to those, who guarded the extemid parts of the 
' temple, they had a very different aspect. They wore, 
for the most. part, deep, thoughtful, and severe faces, 
covered with black whiskers, and darted threatening 
looks ; and in general, their conversation suited their 
squalid appearance. 
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The guards of the interior looked the worst. At 
each door, of which there were three, I met two 
strapping fellows with fcices covered with carfouncles, 
having on their heads enormous fur caps, carrying 
broad axes on their shoulders, and a bunch of keys 
suspended ^ a leathern girdle. They were employed 
as jailers. The sight of the attorney, of the com- 
munes, under whose immediate orders they were 
placed, softened a little their harsh language and 
threatening looks. 

While the apartments of the great tower were pre* 
paring for the royal &mily, they were oHifined in the 
little tower. The second floor was occupied by the 
princesses and prince royal, and the third by the king 
himself. We went directly up to that, and the door 
being secured behind us^ Manuel entered first, I fol- 
lowed him, keeping at a distance. 

Madame Elizabeth was then reading audibly an 
interesting book, to solace the august family. Louis 
XVI. holding his son on his knees, gazed tenderly on 
the princesses, the queen smiled with affection on her 
surrounding &mily, and was employed at her needk, 
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and made signs to the children to be silent. Cleiy, 
landing behmd the king's ann chair, attentively and 
respectfoUy, reflected on the vicissitudes of a family 
precipitated from a throne, and reduced to this severe 
captivity. 

The noise t>f the doors and our entrance suspended 
die reading. The young prince having looked at us, 
i^iew me again immediately ; he darted from his 
Cither's arms, and exclaimed, M. de Fermont ; Louis 
XVI. astonished looked round, he could hardly believe 
his eyes, the princesses were not less surprised. 

Yes, sire, said Manuel, as he approached the king, 
he is one of the most faithful Mends of your majesty ; 
. he now comes to pay the homage of his devotedness, 
and to make a tender of his services* The king con« 
descended to rise, and tendered me his hand, assuring 
me that my visit was extremely gratefiil to him. Th^ 
queen and the tender hearted Elizabeth made me sen- 
afl^, that they shared in the king's sadsfaction. 

Their majesties being deidrous of heaiing what* 
eoncemed me, I satisfied their obliging curiosity ; 
gradually the conversation v^ras turned to its pr]nc^>al 

l2 
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object. Manuel proposed to the king to retire into his 
closet) that we might converse with more safety. But 
the attorney of the communes had hardly imparte^ the 
project, when the king desired, that, previous to pro- 
ceeding any further, the queen might be called. 
Manuel, who had already formed an idea of the dispo* 
sidon of this princess, was apprehensive, that her loftty 
sentiments would make her object to any arrange- 
ment, and that his plan would be defeated ; but Louis, 
accustomed never to deliberate in matters of import- 
ance, without the concurrence of his wife, insisted on 
her being called. She therefore came in, and the 
magistrate of the people explained our mission. 

He began in a circuitous and dexterous manner, to 
establish as a principle, that weakness of character was 
ihe inseparable companion of a good heart, and while 
he highly praised this precious gift of nature, he de« 
cidedly blamed its unhappy consequences.. He proved, 
that, if they wer(^ not dangerous in a private character, 
they were extremely so in a public man, especially in 
the first magistrate of a community. After adducing 
some general examples of the correctness of this 
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YoascKungy it became indispensable to aj^y it laom 
directly. Let me repeat it to the honour of his hes^ 
and t^ent% Manuel displayed a prudence, circum- 
specdon, and address unparalleled, while treating this 
subject. He smoothed his expressions with polite 
' language, preserved, £br the illustrious victims, ail that 
decorum, which delicacy could suggest ^ and, no 
longer able to respect the crown upon a brow depiiv- 
ed of it, he at least, respected the character imprinted 
on that brow. Finally, he treated Louis XVI. as a 
skilful surge<» would treat a man deeply wounded* 
He did not, if I may be allowed the expression, probe 
the wounds, but merely applied gentle fomentations 
and palliatives, to diminish the anguish, which his 
reflections were calculated to inflict. 

Until then, the king had listened with attention, I 
could even discover in his composed features a tacit 
approbation. The queen did not appear so placid ; her 
impaUence gave her a great deal of animatioa ; I 
coold discover, by turns, stifled anger, excited sensi- 
lulity, and at times both impressions blended together. 
But when Manuel uttered the word abdication^ Marja- 
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AnUuiiette's physiognomy totally changed. A fierjr 
redness succeeded the paleness of death, and her knit- 
ted brow, and contemptuous looks, displayed all ^e 
pride of the Cesars. The first glance, which she dart- 
ed on Manuel, was a flash o£ lightning, and forced 
him to cast down his eyes in silence. 

The king so<m renewed the conversation. Finally, 
said he, heaving a deep sigh, the die is cast ; I am no 
lc»ger wanted ; the heir of sixty five monarchs is 
about to become a subject ! Rather die, exclaimed the 

queen, stampkig angrily with her foot on the floor 

After all what is lite when honour is lost I 

I observed, that she muttered some words, and I 
heard distincly Maria Thereaa^ probably an inward 
comparison between the heroic courage of that sove- 
reign, and the excessive weakness of Louis. 

No, madame, said I then, you shall not die, nor 
shall honour be saciificed ; when persecuted by public 
opinion, it retreats within the heart, and waits in that 
sanctuary the auspicious times, when it shall again be 
enaUedto enforce its laws. But so imperious are the 
actual circumstances, that you must feign to renoimce 
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it, to secure h. The king's abdication is a mere meas- 
ure of precaution, and cannot ha^. Who will believe 
it to be his voluntary act) when it is notoriously made 
while he is in irons ? Besides, madame, you must think 
of saving the life of your august consort ; secure the 
^wn to your son ; and to yourself, madame, and your 
femily, future peace and safety. Will yon hedtate in 
making, a momentary sacrifice ? Do you wish to be« 
come the accomplice of those^ who conspire against 
you ? 

I added many more inducements, which Manuel 
proped \nth his talents. Louis first ccmsented and 
resigned himself; he saciificed his sceptre to his son. 
Perhaps he was. aware, that, whatever election he 
might make, he was in the power of the party^ which 
had resolved on his destruction, or dependant on that, 
wMch wished to prostrate him, and, that under this 
alternative, it was preferable to submit to the condi- 
tions imposed by the one, than to the scaffold prepared 
by the other. 

When the king foujid himself alone M^th us, he in- 
dulged human natture witli a flood of tears. Heavens 
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hear me, said he to us, I do not regret the loss of th« 
crown, nor of the prerogatives attached to it, neither 
is it the lustre, that beams from it, I have long smcc 
appreciated their true value ; and this crown, adorned 
with gems outwardly, I have found lined with thorns. 
But to see myself rejected from a throne, rendered 
illustrious by my grandfether, Henry ^e Great, as if , 
I was incapable, either through ignorance or bad in* 
tentions, to render my people happy, this, this inflicts 
on my heart a mortal wound. I will riot claim, as 
sendees rendered, the duties, which I have ^scharged ; 
but have I not done, for eight years past, all the good 
Ml my power I Have I not prevented or punished all 
the evil actions, which came within my knowledge ? 
At the very day, on which I ascended the throne, I 
gave up to the people, still my own, because I pre- 
serve for them the same affections, the usual duty paid 
at the time of an auspicious coronation, because I was 
sensible, that thus only I could heap blesdngs on the 
dawn of my reign. I would no longer permit infamous 
tortures to compel the accused lo calumniate himself; 
aod, for the tbrturag cross and wheel, I have substi* 
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tuted the fidr means of persua^on. A Qation^ o(^re&aF- 
ed by British avarice) desirous to shake off the yoke, 
made a ms^nanimous effort to recover its lost liberty i 
having inherited the principles of my htinery I have 
aided that generous nation ; I have assisted them in 
establishing themselves as an independent peoi^ 
among the powers of the world ; and, soisible of the 
protection which I affuxled them, the Americans, be- 
come free, have placed my picture between those of 
the Franklins, and of the WashingtonsI Was not 
tHb navy totally nuned or rather annihilated, when 
Xiouis XV. died ? I have, in feet, given it a new ex- 
isteiM^e. I have abolished cerudn odious rights of the 
clergy, wWch had survived the piety of the preceding 
age, and the philosophy of modem times. At my vdce* 
the ^ves of Mont- Jura have been astonished to find 
themselves restored to the cmidition of freemen* Ab- 
junng aU maxims of despotism^ the first amcmg kings* 
I have acknowledged the national sovereignty, ' and 
tibat obedience, which the monarch owes to the laws ; 
I have rendened an account of my admimstitition to 
tjbe people ; I l^ve »immoned their c^uesentatiYes ;• 
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I itave surrounded myself with them ; as a father, I 
stood in the midst of a cherished ^rnily, and as much 
as in me lay, I have taken Antonine, Henry IV. and 
my father for my models. Yet, to reward this love 
and solicitude, I have been fed with bitterness for foW 
years ; they lacerate my heart in its most tender parts, 
by imputing to the que^n the most odious motives ; 
those, whom I have set at liberty, have loaded me with 
chains ; those, who were not base enough to forsake 
me, have been massacred, as well as those who were 
not perfidious enough to betray nie ; and this long se- 
ries of calamities, concludes with my expulsion from 
the throne, which perhaps I could not render illustri- 
ous by.great virtues or splendid deeds, but which I in- 
tended to have consecrated, as thcj altar of public fdicity. 
Louis delivered this speech, of which I g^ve rather 
the substance, than the words, with the most pathetic 
accent accompanied with a jBood of tears. Oh ! insta- 
bility, exclaimed I within myself, while hearing and 
contemplating the king! This is the monarch, wh# 
not long since was so powerful, and so universally re- 
iipected, who once seated on the throne, from whkh 
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^ dk^^ \m bw% is now cast into an obeeur^^md 
SQUkUtowtBr^ wliere he most suhmtt to the petty regu- 
IjiUoo^. kapfesed up^ii him. A modest seat suptdies 
thepopapcrfthe^tfone; this dishabille, the pageantry 
af rc^ ToteSj^ And the priooe, who commaoded ab- 
sdately twenty millions of subjects, cannot now find 
an individiial nf iUing to obey him I 

^feiai^l anawerad the kiogi that the overwhehming 
tofrent which swept every thoig^ had covered the 
BKMiuiiiems.of Us ndbi& deeds, but that it would 
Inatty dfy tif> and would leave to gratitude and ti*nt^ an 
app^imty to ruse their vai(ie% whose sound was now 
diowned by tl^ voaiu^ waves of ^e times. Improve 
thei^ sirey added &e attamey «f the cfwnmunes, the 
hsfooff which my'ofl&ce procures you; I must soon 
leave this posfat&ttike a seat in the convendon. I shall 
«elilm to my constitii^Bts your majesty's answer, you 
«U not ofa^ct to render il authenfic by your t^gnature. 
JUta^ that^fise, M. dd RMtnoat will reimiin with you, 
in erdbr to* consult ii^n the most proper means to 
secure year liltture tftaiquiUil)r, your happiness, and 

M 
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tioirUiat we are alone, said the cpiem), when Maayel 
had left us, and when we had returned to the king's 
room, where the prmcesses and prince Gharies had 
remained, tell me frankly, M.de Ferment, yourcqiin- 
ton upon the project jost laid before the king. Do 
you ^nnk it, I will not aay admlsaible, but comp^itd^ 
with our Agnity andeharaeler ? S^Klame, said I, if I 
only considered in tlus project what it seems to be, I 
should agree urith ymsr majesty ill its totid rejeetloBu 
But I think it aiknisahie undepprescnt cineumstences, 
becaine I view it asleading ttvand htti^ a^tendemy 
to bring about a new m'der c^ tMngs^. Itis under tte 
same views that I rismidtr it, answefed.the kiBg,aiid 
it is only ui^dar that testn^kn, diat Lgfere it^my gaiM- 
tioo. Whatisthepkai,m<iuii)edIiMame£UMA)«th? 
Naless, answered Aalniilette, than So^mEbstitule £>r the 
legitimate, power rf the monasch'of :tbe ^dood natiBt 
Louis, certain nondesotipt QiUtntrypowecB, veaem- 
>Bog Oose oCtbeaosi^m laf'the j^Altee^ . while mmt 
new Ebroim, or a modem Qhades Jiiavtel(Woulfrf»ign 
Instead of your. brother; tbetiptois leappointifti^e* 
gent over lum, and to keep him shfUiCB, -tmhbmpaitt 



floed mthin die wiUs of some eODvent Madame, 
answered Lotus XVI. timigs wifl not be carried so hr. 
But should I now nsfiise the tsermftoffered, what ought 
I iDf.do.^ Sybi «& mg% repHad the quee% wUti st 
i u i lJi i i i i i ij lumhrin ii w i TliQf^ ia BO other ateniatife 
faraiMa^iiAoeebrcywfaMhaineadtaden. Aatomey 
i^ife I desfM^ the Thierrya» the Clovlies, and^M 
€hapririffij i^d tUs tenons Hit of adb Ungs, whoae 
wmun hanra dugcafied the fint dpiaaify I do not <£•- 
daiDttofiteofClMilasl. he waa ttufotttoate) hut he 
was groal under hia misf(»tanee. The ^lendour of 
lofoilf acnQTupwaed him or tibe acafiUd. The axe 
ato^^^^hkha^irafed itfia.|heiid Gram Ua body) made h^ 
aeaiie<09Qig^ Uereit amotelfooppreaaodkiiiga; 
wiU^you not render yourself worthy of imHating Mm? 
What do yoQ adviae nae to do then, said Louiay as he 
atiftad a sigh I Must I §or my Interest^ or even for 
g^bry, if you will haw it 80) and for die fortune of one 
fiuaily enUndle a civil war? ShaU I not be account- 
aUe to God for the blood spilt in my defence ? Ah, 
dear uater, exclaimed Madame Qixabeth, too much 
has t>e€fa, spilt already. la nota throne purchased at 
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too dear a rate, even at the expense of the life of • 
single individual?. What principles, answered Aa» 
toinette! What langisagc! Wiiat pusillamiaity* 
What a gross error nature committed, vriien shei^* 
ed the one on a thMxiet a&d the odsir HH Ito fiioislepB^ 
How fortunate it would have been had you been born 
man obscure cottage and destined to lead atimid-fibck 
(^ sheep. Such subjects, at any rale, wooid not rcw>l% 
and their leader might da without courage or detet^ 
minati<»i. Oh heavens ! an obscure dungeon con* 
fines the ofi^ring of St Louts, ahdof Heary IV y 
unwmthy fetters chain the hmds of the dauber of the 
Cesars; and France, and Germany, are alent ! Treifr- 
bling Europe is appalled f Kings instead of arung^ 
in the noble cause of the Lillies, the vile slaves, whom 
they often wanttmly expose to avenge the cause of a 
nustress, feel their heads, to ascertain whedier their 
crowns are firmly fixed. We are then left to our- 
selves 1 A few among the many nobles, whose des- 
tinies depend on ours, are still faithful ! Then let us 
improve those means, weak in appearance, but which 
well directed wHl soon increase*. Our persecutors 
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have atiaeii from the tciun of the fe?ineiitatioD of the 
dr^^ qf mmu Heaven has planted our friends by 
their side. Let the hands of the latter subdue the 
others $ bjr Aose noble means, thejr will cut the vnty^ 
iriueh will raise again the prostrated throng and seat 
us cm it more firmly than ever. 

Louis XVI . begged of the queen to explain herselE 
I wiH said she, my i^an is simple in its prtnc^les and 
initimeaiis; time will shew its efficacy by its stupdw 
det» offsets. The king wished the chiMren to retb« 
before he heard Antoinette ; no> said she, let them 
reHnain, misfortunes have a ready taught discredon to 
my daughaerras to my son, added she, lifting the young 
prince in her arms, and ap|ilying on his forehead a 
internal kiss, I am happy to implant my princq>les 
early in his mmd. Degtm^ to reign in tuiliulent 
timea^ hecumot toomuch or ton soon know mankind, 
md calculate evaits. Alas I had this sdence be^n 
wek fltudiedi. we should not new languish under bars 
andboltsl 

The ^leen was ahout to iiApart her project when 
tibe door was eipeoed, andfwt. observed two municipal 
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commisuoners decorated with tricc^ored scarfe ; «u> 
said one of theiH} as he approached met aldioogh the 
authority of the attorney of the commonee may justify 
your presence here, you did not imend to Feinain here 
all night. There b a room prepared for you bekfWf 
liave the goodness to follow me» 

The royal &mily separated. The queen, her ds- 
ter and childr^i descended to the second floor, where 
they lodged. Clery accompanied them to put the 
young prince to bed. This valet, w]m> had succeeded 
M. Hue, returned afterwards to bis master^ nme 
whom he lodged in an adjoining closet For my pai!^ 
I was ccmducted into a lew and damp room without 
furniture, where I found aa old fediioiied bed m wUcli 
I.laid. 

I am far frpm indulging; superstidous nodons, I 
therefore give little credit to Timoary dreams ; not 
because I do. not believe, that Qod has sometimes 
taken thi^.method to manifest his will, but because I 
think, that he has employed this kind of miracle in 
favour of some extnuNtKnary mea only ; as it may 
ctppe^trin the foUowiog historical instances ; yiz. The 



CHURCmrAllD. 127 

&miliar demon of Socrates ^ the nymphs of Numa ; 
the iwedicdon made to Cesar ; the spectre, which ap- 
peared to Brutas in the Phillippian fields. 

But whether it proceeded ^rom a disordered imag- 
ioadon, or from a prophetic revohuioD, I was visited 
by a dream or vision, I cannot determine which ; its 
singularity kept me awake the rest of .the night, but 
what astonished me more was to see subsequent events 
con£>rm to it^ 

I^ I sleep, was I awake ? That I cannot deter- 
mine* Be it as it may, I had hardly entered my bed 9 
when r fancied myself on board a lai*ge vessel, whose 
deck was covered with passengers. They were of both 
s^xes, and of all ages and con^ons. Consternation 
and anxiety were deiHcted on their countenances. I 
saw some women, who, tiembling and alarmed; con- 
cealed the heads of their in^t children in fheir 
bo^cmis. I approached an old man» whose ph3rsiogno* 
my, alik^ cahn a^ serene, commanded attention and 
respect. ' I mquiredofhim the cause of this prevailing 
a^tadctti, which I marked around me. He looked 
at me wkh ati^raiishment ; this question, said he, con- 
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finces me^ iimt you are a s tt a ng er , and that yoanev^ 
were on board before. Loc^ uound you, and you wiH 
caaly discover the universal anxiety. I observed at 
first the sky, it was covered with cloud% whose c^tre 
was black, and near the edge they resembled bfass, 
and overspread ahhost the whole horizon. At a dis- 
tance, I £sc0vered a strip of the blue sky, but the 
calm was very distant !iK>m us, and ^ tempest over 
our heads. C^dng my eyes on the sea, which mir- 
rounded us, its agitated waves s6emed to me to be 
streaked with blood, and to toss about mangled human 
limbs. This »ght made me shudder. What frightens 
you, said the old man, is only a pi^hide <^ what 
threatens us, if die tempest doea not stibdide» Read 
our desUny on the physiognomy of the pilot and sailore.. 
I lifted my eyes and turned .them towards the hehn* 
A man of a middling stature rested hisiighthand oa 
it, and his left was armed wkh a bloody dagger, with 
which he kept off ten or twelve men, who wished ta 
steer the ve$sel. His features were low and cootraci^ 
ed by ridiculous frightful conlortipns ; his squalid 
countenance was here and there sprinkled with Uood, 
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mi I heard him speak of a genial massacre to save 
the vesselr The sailors aoBwered hb voice wkh loud 
clamoursk 

Meanw^Ie a rumbliiig' noise announced the near 
i^ipfeach ^ the^tempein r%e tkmds heaped (Hveach 
ether hvng over oar hea^ like huge mountains, and 
were Rirhywed by successive flashes of lightnmg ; the 
vesselyjricidingto'the agitidoo oii^e sea, rose on tkt 
top oi the surging Ullows, i^ phihged again to the 
bottom of tiie abf ss. The shi411 whistling of the wind 
ws drowned in loud peals of thunder ; our vess^ 
quacked hortidly, the boiling waves dashed loiiou^ 
over i%f and what was worse than that, tiie sanguinary 
dameurs of the piloty and the ferockms applause of 
^ crew, completed the concision. All of a sudden, 
this vile horde asscdied ua with dra^)m knives, and, 
wi^out disdnetion, inhumanly 8tal]l)ed old men, wo- 
men, and children, and consigned to the deep their 
yet convcdsed limbs. The tempest increased, die 
thunders roared incesssuitly, and yet this was the least 
of our concern. Death was seated among us, a^d 
si»tpunded by its victims^ Oh! desdation, Oh I 



(ng^itfiil image. I have seai aatht dcek of <mr agb* 
taxed vessel liveiB of bkM)d^ in which floated the 
mangled heads and detrancated bodies of my fellow- 
€Peatui^. Butv aw^mig^ihose desiria^iiig 9C«^e%. I ^ad 
ibe ooniriatiop m witBearti9Mia.oC Ums nosi herok 
wiue ; frdiiHaelidani fmatiAwpn cast herself es 
the hod)¥ of'her lawtf and mUk open amis ^Gired h«r 
chaste booom. to tfm nge of the balchefs. Tliese 
saivagfes phiDfed their daggofs imo it} and at one thmrt 
fitrced'twa hearts mited by the ties of leve^ A 
l«)4er'wife pkBigeAiMo the vast ocean to die in the 
ettibmoe of fa^ murdMBed husfamidtaBd th«f ctaedka 
»cemiTW dieath this stmgf^ of eon|tig^ afiectm* 
A &ther ofiered htmself i»der the name <tf hie sei^ 
to the knife €i the assafisins, and enjoyed the melaiH 
eholy consolation of sa^ng what he valued more than 
hifrown life. And th«s among the monstrosities of 
nature^ providence had displayed impressive and 
moving examples c^ the most exalted virtues. 

Through the moet miraculotts intervention of Gody 
I had escaped the daggers of the assassins, but more 
than once they had^aurroimdetl me». and bvandtsbed 



their bloody weapons over mf head. Bttt» as if they 
had beheld on my forehead a saperQatural atainp,they 
had each time retreated^ uttmog the most blasfifae' 
moua imprecations. 

The more the tempest iBcueased, the move the 
furious pilot and his satelites accompliahed the w<»k 
of destruction. All at once, the tempest was hushed, 
and, a de^ sil^e hoye|?ed over ^le vessel, when a 
viv^ flash of Ughtniog stfHck our devoted ship ; the 
pilot vidshes to escape, butperisbes in the attempt ; 
most of the sailor&seek refuge in the sea. My fright, 
at this moment, restored me to mf souses, I found 
myself covered with an universal perspiraiybofi. My 
bau\ stood on end, my p«toe throbbed m qmck^ucces- 
skxu, and I awoke m one of the cells of die Temple. 

I was bolted in ; the ne^ di^, a municipal office 
whom J b^ Qot b^M!« seen, csUed ibr me,'and con- 
ducted me. near the priscmers ; as we ascended the 
stairs,. Ii^ took^h^iQf f$;y hapd^rsed aqucteieed it very 
significantly. Yet I waaafraidof some deoqition, aiid 
looked at him with sufprise. Assure their majesdes, 
said he to me, that there are stiU heatts, ' which sym* 
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pothize with them. But added he in a low voices 
they do not confine their attachment to empty profes^ 
stons only. He had not 'dme to say more before we 
entered the king's room. 

Louis saw me again with pleasure, as he was alone 
with Clery, he improved the absence of the queen to 
present me with the act of abdication, which Manuel 
had requested. You see, ssdd this unfortunate mon* 
arch to me, what sacrifioes I make to pub^ tran- 
quillity. I shall not regret the crown, if the nadosi is 
happy. However you m^ist exercise the greatest 
circumspecti(Mi in making use of this {mper, which 1 
would not confide to any one except yourself, or M. 
de Malesherbes. Many ambkiou$ men wear the mask 
of patriotism ; study countenances, and study to serve 
bo^ your country and your king. 

Although th& act of alxEcation could not be brought 
into operation, at least without the conditioi^ annexed 
to it, yet I have scrupuknialy preserved it^ las a pre- 
cious historical document^ and as a monument of the 
upright intentions of Louis far the happiness of the 
whole. I give it here. 
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ABDICATION OF LOUIS XVI. 

(Voucher, No. 2.) 

*^ Louis XVI. of the name, king of France, to the 
people of the kingdom, to the kings of Europe, and 
to posterity, declares, that desirous of securing, in a 
solid and durable manner, general tranquillity too long 
disturbed by the spirit of faction, and to deprive all 
parties of the pretended right of claiming or perse- 
cuting his person, he has, by these presents prepar- 
ed of his own free will and accord, made abdication of 
his hereditary and acquired right to the crown of 
France, as well as of its prerogatives ; under the spe- 
cial conditions ; 1st. that a council of regency, nomi- 
nated by him, and approved by the national assembly, 
shall exercise the administration of the supreme exe- 
cutive power, until the legal age of Louis Charles, his 
soft, prince royal ; 2d. that his personal establishment 
shall be honourably provided for, as well as that of the- 
queen, his consort, that of Maria Theresa his daugh- 
ter, that of Madame Elizabeth his §ister, and that of 
the other individuals of the royal family ; 3d. that the 
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said council of regency shall consult him upon the 
great measures of the administration, until peace is 
made, and that, he will use his influence with foreign 
powers to effect it. He also declares the present 
act of abdication null and of no effect, if the conditi(Mls 
herein contained are not fully complied with. 
« Done at Parisy Sefitember Sth. 1792. 

^« Louis." 
I had hardly done reading this paper, when the 
queen entered, accompanied by prince Chai'les and the 
^ princesses. After an exchange of caresses, break- 
fast was served, and their Majesties insisted on my 
sharing it with them. Clery appeared to serve them 
with much zeal. Two mumcipal commissioners, one 
of whom was the same, who had spoken to me, when I 
ascended the king's stairs, were present during that 
meal. When it was ended, they retired. Antoinette 
then resumed ,the conversation of the preceding dayi 
and imparted to the king her ideas and hopes in the 
following terms. 

" You have just seen, in the youngest of those mu- 
fiicipal officers, a person, on whom we have the great- 
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est right to rely ; he is, at the same time, the centre, 
soul^ and organ, ^d I might add, author of my project ; 
at least he is the man, who has made me resolve to 
attempt it. 

" On the latter part of August, when I was sadly 
seated near the grated window of my apartment, I was 
indulging the most melancholy thoughts, the most 
killing reflections. I was reproaching fate for having 
given me birth near one throne, placed me on an- 
other, and finally destined me to perish in a dungeon," 
as I raised my eyes bathed in tears towards heaven, I 
met those of the comniiissioner appointed to guard me. 
Different from his rude colleagues, he was standing, 
and seemed penetrated with grief and respect. I have 
seldom observed more expressive looks than his were, 
•his h(Hiest and ardent soul was depicted in them. He 
did not speak, but how eloquent was his silence ! I 
ventured to interpret it ; by a language, which was 
more energetic, as it was dumb, I gave courage to his 
timidity. I relate to you these details without conceal- 
ing any thing, and I have been astonished at the re- 
collection of this scene. If I believe my reflections 
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9^d appearances, pity was not the only senthn^U} 
which interested him in my mbfortunes. He is at 
the happy period of life, when each movement is an 
emotion of the soul, and when passion gives even to 
%irtueits warmth and glow. In an heroic soul, the sight 
of a queen in a dungeon must have caused a deep agi- 
tation, at thp same Ume that the view of a woman 
in tears moved his tender heart. But of these two 
affections, tliat which was better suited to the respect, 
which it inspired, dared alone manifest itself. The 
daughter of Maria Theresa might with propriety re- 
ceive a service as an homage, proofs of devotedness as 
a duty, without being obliged to reciprocate such sen- 
timents, without being put to the blush. 

" Toulan, tlie municipal officer, continued to gaze 
pn me with a veneration mingled with tenderness. I 
soon observed an alteration in his countenance, he 
i-aised towards heaven his sorrowful eyes, then lower- 
ing them, gradually, surveyed me again, and shed 
tears ; at that instant, I involuntarily arose partly from 
luy seat, and extended myhand towards him. *Without 
leaving his place, he kneeled down, and laid his hand 



CHUECHTARD* ^37 

on his heart, and immediately made m» a sign to be 
silent. This scene was hardly closed, when his col- 
league entered to supply his place. I went to indulge 
the reflections, which this interview had sug^sted. 

" The same evening at supper, Toulan placed him- 
self opposite to me, and kept his eye on me, but with 
such an air of indifference, that none except myself 
could remark it....Mama, said the young prince, I took 

notice of it And you said nothing to me about it ? 

You have taught me to be discreet Receive the re- 
ward for the past, and an encouragement for the future, 
^aid the king, as he kissed his son. 

" But when dessert was served, continued Antoinette, 

Toulan's eyes betraying uneasiness alarmed me, I 

grew cautious, and observed him better to understand 

their meaning. A basket of peaches was presented, and 

« 
you, Sii*e,took the first. As you prepared to cut it with 

your knife, I saw Tou}an grow pale, and ready to faint 

as he leaned against the side board, and I observed, 

that he mustered all his resolution to give me a sign 

of his despair by a gesture. Without understandmg 

m2 



f 38 '^'^ MAGDAtESr 

him fully, I guessed enough to extricate us fit)m the 
threatening danger. I joked you on your selfishness 
for taking to yourself the finest fruit, you very eagerly 
offered me one half of it. When poor Toulan saw 
the peac^ stone on my plate, he recovered* his colour, 
and his strength ; he smiled, as if to deride himself 
ftr his fcai's, and gave me plainly to understand, that 
the peach stone covered an enigma. I slipped it on 
my lap, and having taken it in my handkerchief, I 
put it in my pocket. 

« When I went down, I shut myself up, and eagerc 
ly opened the peach stone, which would have cost 
Toulan very dear, had any but myself opened it. I 
found in it this billet, which you behold, in a very 
small hand, and on very fine paper." 

First billet of Toulan to the gueen. 

« 

(Voucher, No, 4.) 
Note. This paper was found among those pre** 
served in the pocket book of Maria Antoinette ; we 
shall find out hereafter, that she gave it herself to 
abb6 JFermont. 
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<' MaDAME) 

" If your majesty has condescended to obsei*ve my 
jooks, she must have read in them^ besides the tender- 
est veneraUon for her misfortune s, my ardent desire 
to terminate them. Without having all the requisite 
means, I possess, at least, those of alleviating your 
trouble. 

" The blood, which the usurpers have just lavished^ 
has agcxiized all hearts, but they will soon palpitate 
again. People will compare epochs j they will regret 
the calm, and the transition is but short from the re- 
grets to a desire oi exhausting their source. 

." Provided then, that the king and your majesty 
give up every idea of revenge, all minds will be sub- 
dued, all hearts restored to you. 

** This is the prop of my project. With regard to 
its object, it is two fold ; its first aim is to liberate you 
from your captivity, and the second to reinstate you* 
It will then depend on the king to provide for the se- 
curity of his person-, and that of his government, as 
well as for the liberty of his people. 
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" As to my means, allow tnfe, madame, to improve 
some other opportunity to submit them to you. May 
your majesty rest assured; that they are worthy of the 
design, and very possible and practicable. I hope you 
will pardon me, if I employ for your future instruc- 
tion obscure conveyances. Those at present are the 
safest, and the best calculated to improve the fidelity 

of her faithful ** 

(Signed) X, 

" What a fermentation this letter excited in my 
fiery imagination ! I cannot ascertain what sentiment 
was predominant in my soul ; whether my gratitude 
for Toulan, or the anticipation of obtaining a complete 
triumph over my enemies, and the foretaste of our lib- 
erty restored, engrossed it most. I will confess it, 
amidst these soothing delusions of approaching happi- 
ness, my heart enjoyed the pleasure of the possibility 
of complete revenge. I vowed to repay generously 
the torments infiicted upon us by our persecutors. 
But this overboiling of hatred was short 5 I thought I 
heard the sweet and soft accents of my tender and un- 
fortunate friend supplicatmg a pardon for her murder- 
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ers 1 I yielded to the vanquishing sounds, and leaving 
to justice the care of discriminating between errors 
and crimes, I no longer wished to allow revenge to 
stain OUT victory with blood." 

<f Ah ! sister, exclaimed Madame Elizabeth, as she 
YO&e and embraced the queen, how noble and how 
worthy of you are such sentiments I You never ap- 
peared so great^ me on the throne, amidst a l»rilliant 
court admirmg your powerful charms, as you now do 
in this sad mansion. It is benevolence, sister, which 
brmgs man nearer Deity ; kings become its imt^, 
when like the merciful master of the universe, they 
know how to forgive. Tears of joy ran down the 
cheeks of the virtuous Elizabeth, young Maria Theresa 
had her arm round her mother's neck, whije youn§; 
Charles bathed with his tears, and covered with kisses 
the hands of his aunt. Louis as he enjoyed this scene 
addressing himself to Clery and to me, exclaimed; 
with a moving naive(\e^ What have I lost then, since I 
remain in possession of these treasures V* 

*' I saw no more of Toulan for some days, continued 
Antoinette. When his duty recalled him to the tem- 
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pie, and whence saw mc he blushed ; I soon thought? 
that considering our former understanding, it wsis ne» 
cessary to embolden him by an obliging £»miliarity. 
Therefore I spoke to him first, but at a loss how to ; 
shape my conversation, and not thinking it safe to in- 
quire concerning his health, I thought I would ask 
something respecting his wife. The municipal offi- 
cer, who accompanied Toulan, waF»ery much aston- 
ished. The latter answered mc with hesitation, that 
he was not married, but, that if he had mentioned 
any sick woman, to whom he was attached, it must 
have been his cousin ; you may judge that I fell in 
with him. She was very grateful for the honour you 
have done her, madame, continued Toulan, and felt 
well enough to execute the commission, which you 
had intrusted to me, and for which, I must confess, I 
was not so well calculated ; there is the result, added 
he, taking from his pocket a small oval box, which he 
opened, and in which were contained six little spools 
wound with silk ; then presenting it to his colleague, 
I believe, said he, we can safely hand it to the lady ; 
these threads are too slender to lead her out of the- 
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IftbTrinth ; sir, replied I, with resentment, offended as 
I was at the comparison, although I fear[the Minotaur, 
I would have you believe that I am not Ariadne. He 
fixed hb eyes on me, and seemed to express, that I 
met with more than one Theseus. His municipal 
colleague, a stone cutter by trade, and who had not 
comprehended a word of the conversation, took the 
balls in his hand, felt of the silk with his rough fingers, 
and presented them to me after satisfying himself that 
they were not suspicious. 

" Had I believed my presentiment, or my wishes, I 
should have concluded, that as Toulan had brought 
them without my request, they must cover some new 
communication. I could not gratify my curiosity and 
relieve my anxiety before night. I eagerly unwound 
the first spool, but could not find a scrap of paper un- 
der the silk ; I tried, the next, and was again disap- 
pomted ; I began to feel angry, and having found 
nothing under the third, I flew into a violent passion ; 
I thought I was imposed oipon by a hypocrite, and re- 
pented, that I had permitted him to espouse our. 
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cause ; I believe that I even cried for ^ite. I went 
to bed in that frame of mind. 

" As under my present feelings I could not sleep, I 
indulged my reflections; they were varied as it is usual, 
when we are much agitated. My imagination having 
wandered through a vague maze of discordant ideas, 
a thought darted across my mind like a flash of light- 
ning ;. it dazzled me, and having dwelt on it, I deter- 
mined without delay to ascertain, whether my instinct 
had misled me. 

" I stalled out of bed ; by the light of a nui'se lamp 
I exatnined the spools I had unwound. I handled 
them a thousand times, and accidentally pulled the end 
of one of them, the upper and under part slid over 
each other like a pincase, and, I discovered, that a pa- 
per adhered closely to the sides. My embarrassment 
increased, I could only read broken parts of sentences; 
the other spools must, no doubt, coHtain the full sense, 
s£dd I to myself ; I examined them, and found as 
many broken parts of the billet. I sorted them with 
some trouble^ and at last made out the following 
words." 
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Second letter of Toulan, 
(Voucher, No, 5.) 
'* Courage aaust be your watchword, as fidelity is 
my motto. Things succeed beyond' my expectations. 
Sixteen presidents of sections, thirty three command- 
ing ofi&cers, and more than one hundred orators are 
for us. So much for Patris, without mentioning ac- 
cessaries in their power, and which can agitate the 
whole mob in less than three hours. Twenty eight 
influential deputies, a majority of those not much 
Jmown, but who can vote, sonae of the chiefs in each 
branch of the -ministry, twelve -members of the comr 
munes ; sttsh are bow the resources, which we can 
depend upon. We shall, no doubt, meet with obsta- 
cles, but we possess means ; a subscription opened to 
accomplish our views, fills apace. The trustees' an- 
nounce already several millions ; what is astonishingi 
many of the subscribers are decided jacobins -, God 
be praised, thei;e are honest men of all principles. If 
your Majesty honours me with an answer, and conde- 
^ends to give me her orders, she will improve the 

same means which I have.'* 
o 



• * 
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I cut a sheet of paper in small shreds^ on which I 
wrote: 

•*THB QUEEN'S BILLET TO TOULAN.'' 
(Voucher, No. 6.) • 

^< We express badly what we feel so sensibly. I 
heartily approve what has been dcme, and what re- 
mains to be done ; should the project &il, the bare 
attempt is a reward ; should it succeed, I reserve to 
mjTSelf to present a reward worthy of the service. 
Farewell, Jidelity may depend on courage. 

^ The next day I returned to Toulan the empty 
epools, with directions to have them filled again ; that 
was on the 5th. of the month, and I have not seen him 
since. 

" In order to understand how difficult the manage- 
ment of this intrigue, which appeared simple, was for 
him, who had undertaken it, and how interesting it 
was for me, it is necessary to remain, that it happened 
between the SOth.of August and the 4ih,of September, 
that is, dining the most tumultuous times, and while 
the reign of crimes threatened us with every kind of 
dangen 
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" Now, aire, what will you determine upon ? It 
must depend upon a slight examination of the state 
of things. 

" It is demonstrated, that of the two factions, which 
have overwhelmed France, that of anarchy, which has 
swept the throne by floods of blood, will perpetuate 
its empire by terror and pillage, which mark its course. 
I know not whether its last result will be to give us 
up to the fury of a hired mob, but it is evident at least) 
that it has condemned us to drag the remainder of 
our days in captivity and humiliation. 

" With regard to the republican party, I am willing 
to allow, that it is partly composed of virtuous and 
feeling men ; but they will not extend their sen^bility 
to a family once on the throned Their opinion has 
been to erect a free government upon the ruins of 
yours ; it is their interest to consolidate their plan. 
They will be sensible, that to give it full efiect, they 
must keep us in abject dependance. Thus on one 
side, we must fear a perpetual captivity ; on die other, 
a suggestion still worse than that. It is true that a 
small faction, detached from that of the interest of the 
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rest, makes you at present proposals for an accommop^ 
dation. But what right ha^e they to do it ? What 
power to support their doings ? Where is the guar- 
antee for the execution of their promises ? Arid what 
is finally their proposed plan ? An infamous capitu- 
lation^ the responsibility of which rests on us in the 
eyes of Europe, of posterity^ of our son. Perhaps it 
may be said, we were deprived of liberty ^ when we 
sancdonedit; the excuse of deceit or weakness. Bolts 
cannot confine the soul ; and a free, generous,, and 
proud will can break asunder the heaviest fetters. la 
there no other road to escape wretchedness but that 
of ignominy ? Some hearts unite in our cause ; faitli- 
ful subjects arm themselves, if the standsurd of crime 
is ^splayed, virtue ii about to wave her banner, and 
we will try the force of tlie former. But no, the chiefs 
of anarchy and pillage have no force, nor resources of 
their own. Are those statesmen, whose sole resources 
are daggers ? Since they reign by terror, they will^ 
easily be frightened ; deprive them of the power of 
assassinating, you deprive them of their genius. The 
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sceptre> which speaks in the name of the laws, is 
more powerful than the sharpened poignards of crime/* 
At this speech, which the queen pronounced with 
vehemence, the king appeared to hedtate, but could 
not come to a decision. Antoinette, at that instant 
taking her son in her arms, presented him to Louis. 
The queen, said she, no longer advises you, the mother 
entreats you. Will you consent to see this precious 
shoot of a long and illustrious race sicken atld languish 
in the obscurity of a dungeon ? If you choose to yield 
your crown to public tranquillity, have you a right to 
immolate this child? O ! my son, under what fatal 
star hast thou received thy breath, if the executioners 
ef thy family are not thy worst enemies ? See his 
tears, added the queen> felling on her knees with her 
son before the king^ ; read in them his tender affec- 
tion, and learn your duty. If you have the bowels of 
a father, can you doom this royal prince to become a 
subject ; a subject ! Ah I unfiDrtunate fruit of a mis- 
erable Hymen ! What would become of thee should 
the regicide axe, suspended over our devoted heads, 

separate us from thee for ever I Perhaps, once in 
. o2 
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the power of our murderers, thou, to obtain a morsel 
of bread, wouldst be condemned to kiss the hands 
stained with our blood I Perhaps, the son of empe- 
rors and kuigs would perish miserably as a poor brute 
on a dunghill I 

This horrid perspectiy.e, too much realized in the 
sequel, this lacers^ting image, delineated by a frantic 
mother, excited our tears. Those of the amiable 
Elizabeth lowed spontaneously ; she cast her piou& 
looks towards heaven, entreating God to avert the 
dreadful fate so pathetically prophesied by the queen. 
The unfortunate family mingled their bitter sorrows, 
and sought consolation in caresses, interrupted by 
sobs. Louis XVI. consented to wait the effects of 
Toulan's efforts and to defer, giving Manuel an 
answer. 

But in order to stimulate the former, and to coun- 
teract the suspicions of the latter, I was intrusted 
with a negotiation with both. I was to keep a. feith- 
fol record of their projects, their actions, and conver- 
sations ; so that, if possible, they might hereafter be 
reconciled. In fact, their principal design being the 
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san^) and only differing in means, there was reason 
to think, that by some slight mutual concessions, they 
could be made to act in concert, which would, at once, 
deprive the demagogues of several important names, 
on which they plumed themselves; and thereby se- 
cure to the side of the royal captives, virtue, which 
alone can form chiefs, and talents, which make prose- 
lytes, fame, which dazales the vulgar, money, which 
seduces them, and force, which keeps them in sub- 
jection. 

Their Majesties closed their instructions, the king 
by giving me a letter for the assembly in the street of 
the Dry-Tree, and the queen by intrusting me with 
one for Toulan. I had delivered to Clery the guineas 
sent by lady Sutherland to the royal &mily. Madame 
Elizabeth deiured to thank her individually, and in- 
trusted me wkh her billet. Louis, the princesses, and 
the children, and especially the lovely Charles, en* 
treated me to come often ; Antoinette, with that grace, 
which wins the heart, said to me, M. de Fermont, 
ance you entered this dreary tower, we have expe- 
rienced^ that the presence of yirtue is the sweetest 
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consolation of misfortune. Madame Elizabeth, and 

» 

the king condescended to squeeze mj hand* I left 
the Temple^ deeply moved and impressed with the 
goodness of the royal family, and an absolute devOted- 
ness to serve them faithfully. 



FOURTH NIGHT. 



FITZ-ASLAND, my pupU, said abbfe de Fer- 
jnont, as he commenced the recital of the fourth 
night} has nothing of that phlegmatic disposition at- 
tributed to our countrymen. If you feel interested 
in the history of the misfortunes, which I relate to 
you, and wish to hear it all, you will be obliged to be- 
come acquainted with him ; he bore, as you will see, 
an important part in those memoirs, though not much 
known. You will inquire of youiself, when you as- 
sociate with this young man, how it was possible for 
him, with his volatile disposition* and gay habits, to 
cany on for any length of time serious intrigues, in 
* which the lives of men and the destiny of a throne 
were involved ? And perhaps you may answer your- 
self, as I have, that a man with a feelitig soul is capable 
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of the greatest actions. Extreme sensibility, and, at 
the same time, extreme petulance are the grounds, on 
which the character of my pupil ought to be delineat- 
ed. When he saw me, after I had left the Temple, 
his first question was, is the queen as beautiful and 
commanding as ever ? Is Madame Elizabeth deprived 
of that fresh embcmfioint so much admired, no doubt, 
because she is a princess, but which I, who eyed her 
as a woman, did not much £caicy ? And young Mad- 
ame, oh ! my dear papa» how handsome she was. 
Has the shade faded this beautiful rose bud ? £dwin» 
answei*ed I, you are a heedless fellow, I would even 
say more, did I not fear to mortify you too much. 
. How is it possible, when I have just been contemplat- 
ing the most unfortunate «and the most august person- 
ages, that you carelessly inquire about their ft*eshnesS| 
their beauty ? Are there none but women among the 
prisoners of the Temple ? I-ouis XVI. the first 
monarch in the world, his son, the heir of the most 
brilliant crown, languishing and dying under chains , 
and bolts, are not those objects worthy your recollec- 
tion ? Good Godf exclaimed Fitz- Asland) how gloomy 
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tiiat tourer must be, since you are even mcve sad thaa 
when you escaped from the massacres, which were 
not very divertkig. I do not forget the good papa 
king, ncM" his little dauphin, <Hie (^ the finest children 
I have ever seen ; but after all they are of my own 
sex, and politeness requires, that I should first inquire 
about the ladies. Come you have not answered con- 
cerning them ; only two words about young Madame. 
After that nonsense my pupil went on, and kissed me 
to obtdn the recital of my interview. I gave him that 
account, but with prudence, and told him what I had 
seen, but not what had been confided to me. Edwin 
wept and laughed at the same time ; was incensed at 
the cruelty of the executioners, and did not much ad- 
nure the courage of the victims, not that he was in- 
capable to appreciate it, but because he himself pos- 
sessed it. 

When I had done, let us speak seriously, said he 
to me ; it is not so important to bemoan the misfor- 
tunes of the royal family, as to endeavour to afford 
them relief. That I know was the principle, which 
guided you, I am determined to adopt ity and to shew 
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myself worthy of being your pupil. I am young and 
rather Ixeedless, I own it> so much the better, my 
actions will not be so closely criticised. I shall not 
b» noticed) and can become useful with impimity. 
Obtain for me permission to accompany you to thie 
Temple, the first time you go there again. Perhaps 
you will not repent, perhaps even others, besides 
yourself, will be obliged to me for this attempt. My 
dear papa, let us trust something to chance ; it regit* 

lates one half of events When I heard my beardless 

boy speak so wisely, I promised him to mention his 
intentions to the king and the royal family. But 
.Manuel's consent was indispensable. 

The name of this magistrate recals to mind the 
conspiracy, which he had organized ; I saw him the 
next day, and mentioned to him the king's reluctance 
to sancd<»i the project {submitted to him ; after all 
added I, I am the bearer of a letter, which his majesty 
addressed to your Mends ; let us go, and see them, 
they >¥ill take it under consideration, and afierwardA 
deliberate. 



Wc went to the Dry-Tree, where we met but two 
of the consi^rators, Ducbs and Vergniaud, A short 
circular, conireyed to the rest by the deaf and dumb 
messenger, brought them on in less than an hour. 
Here follows the letter of Louis XVI. it was directed 
to Mr. Malesherbes. 

LETTER OF LOUIS XVI. TO MR. MALESHERBES. 
(Vouchee No. 7.) 

^< I shall first, g^itlemen, ihanH you lor the inter* 
est, which you manifest In behoof the state, and in 
behalf of my person. Amid public ciimes an4 cf^ 
lamides, it is grateful to my soul, still to find French 
hearts. Your glory will be worthy of envy, if you 
save the kingdom from threatening dangers ; and 
whatever may be your dest^y, it must exdte admira- 
tion. 

<< I have maturely considered the ptroposab, which 
you have made me through Mr. Manuel. I ^ave 
nnce consulted my fiunily cm the si^ject, as well as 
Mr. de Fermcmt, who is worthy of your confidence* 
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I will impart, gentlemen, the reflections, to which they 
gave rise. 

" I take pleasure in believing, and am even per- 
suaded, that public good is the motive of your actions, 
but as- yet nothing makes me certain of it ; nothing 
vnll secure me for time to come. You have originat- 
<5d, and wish to accomplish by your own authority, the 
plan, which you have communicated to me. What 
other power have you but your good will ? If I have 
acknowledged the national sovereignty, when I ac- 
cepted and put in execution the constitution, can I 
yield to your invitations, which oppose and overthHow 
it? 

" You may observe, that in tuinultuous times, peo- 
ple cannot regulate themselves by ordinary ma3dms, 
that the pilot, who saves the vessel, no matter by what 
means, is praiseworthy. I admit the principle, but 
must confine it to absolute and demonstrated neces* 
aty. 

** Now let me ask you whether the manoeuvre, 
which you propose to save the vessel of state, is, f 
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sludl Dot say, the only practicable method, but one of 
the best, one of the least exceptionable ? I do not be* 
lieve it is, if I must speak my sentiment. I fear that 
the degradation, to which you subject me and my 
family, will produce a series of evils, no ways inferior 
to those, which you wish to remedy. 

" Were my person alone interested, I should hardly 
menticMi it. I never was dazzled by the brilliancy of 
the cro>vn ; I ev^n found it irksome, as soon as I 'was 
deprived of the power of doing good ; I mu^t there- 
fore be believed, when I assert, that my personal fate 
•is the least of my inquietude. 

<* But will France, which so many ages of affection, 
or, if you prefer it, of habit, have attached to the blood 
of St. Louis ; will Europe, accustomed to place the 
kings of France in the first rank of its monarchs, hear 
of my abdication with indifference ? Can it be con- 
cealed, that I was a prisoner, and to speak frankly, 
that I was your prisoner, when I signed it 1 Besides, 
although I do justice to the political principles, which 
you manifest, are you not apprehensive, that the little 
consideration, which you shew to the prince royal, 



will ruin his authority ? Believe me, gentlemen, con* 
suit on this subject Mr. de Malesherbes, to whom I 
address this letter. The more effect and latitude you 
give to the executive power, the more independent 
you make it ; the better will the state be governed^ 
provided nevertheless, that it is goverped according to 
the constitution and the laws. 

^^ Reflect, gentlemen, on my doubts and objectioDs, 
and attribute them entirely to the desire of seeing or* 
der firmly reestablished ; when you shall have fimnd 
means to remove them, I shall deliberate on your pro- 
posals with pleasure ; but the sight of misfortunes and 
bolts, will in no case influence me to betray my coa- 
science and my duty." 

(Signed) LOUIS. 

VoTie in the small to^iOer of the Temple^ 
September Sth, 1792. 

This letter made a deep impression upon the as- 
sembly, not so much on account of its principles, as 
on account of the firmness of mind, which it scemc|l 
to display. I was myself astonished, that Louis XVL 
had written it. To prevent myself from imputing it 



to the queetii I was obliged to recollect the modera- 
tion of the style, that in general the kmg had always 
preserved some consistency in all his conversatimis, 
and had betrayed weakness in his actions only. 

Vergniaiid was about to discuss this letter of Louis^ 
when a packet was handed to Petion, and turned their 
attention upon a different subject. One of the com- 
nussioners, sent by the communes to the camp of 
6rand'fir6y wrote to the mayor of Paris, that the pro- 
gress of the Prussians was as rapid as alarming ; that 
they however had experienced a check at the foot of 
Biam in the defiles of Argonne, but that dieir ra^d 
advance in Champagne, on the other hand, led them 
directly to Paris, and threatened the capital. The 
commissioner entreated M. Petion to communicate 
this intelligence to the national assembly, to the execu- 
dve council, and to the communes, that they might 
adopt measures to avert from Paris the misfortiuies of 
a foreign war, which would be the more intolerablci 
as a civil war must inevitably ensue. 

Danger is the touchstone of the soul. It was upon 
this occa^on, that I had an opportunity to ascertain the 
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■greatness of the tnen, who surrounded me. Far from 
being dismayed by this alarming news, it seemed to 
have in^ired them with a new degree of energy* The 
meeting was adjourned, and the company separated. 
Vergniaud hastened to the national rostrum to elec- 
trify the representatives witlv the flashes of his elo- 
quence 5 Petion hurried to the communes, where some 
days iuice he had lost his influence ; Roland met the 
executive council, and left M. de Malesherbes, Man- 
uel, and myself alone. 

Let our colleagues, said Manuel, employ the re- 
sources, which their authority or talents may offer 
ti^iem, and let us attempt to make use of those offered 
us by circumstances. I think them superior to all 
others, if we rightly improve them. M. de Fermont 
and myself will go to the Temple ; we shall inform 
the king of what we have heard, we shidl in a 
lively manner represent to him the dangers of the 
country, those which surround him, and conjure him to 
avert them by adopting our project, and procuring its 
adoption by the king c^Prustta. What do you think ? 
M. de Midesheii^s would hare thought difierenUy, and 
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I should have been of a different ofnnion^ had we had 
tbne to deliberate coolly. But under the pressure of 
circumstances, the most prompt remedy was the best^ 
I agreed to Manners proposal and we went to the 
Temple. 

You have already observed, that the bvariable cus- 
tom of Louis XVI. was ne^r to deUbemte, or decide 
on any thing witiiout the presence 4of the queen. She 
remained widi the king to hear our communication. 
As Manuel disclosedtheintelligence, the queen's coun- 
tenance, which always was severe and stem, brightened 
and beamed with joy, and the lofty smile of pride was 
seatbd on her lips. Oh ! exclaimed she, when Man- 
uel ceased to speak, I breathe at last ! Tremble canni^ 
hehi Europe is raised, the fetters, with which you 
bo^d us, will bind you next. Madame, interrupted 
Manuel, those more than indiscreet words are not dan- 
gerous in my presence, but remember, that you are 
sdn a prisoner, smd that your destiny is in the hands 
of those whom you dare. Sir, replied the queen, rath- 
er say, that theirs is in our hands. We never were 
more secure, let them pl\kJc a hair fW>m out* heads, 
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Paris will answer for the audacity. Madame^ said I 
to her, let not your mouth utter sentiments, which are 
jiot in your heart, but rather recal those, which you 
can so eloquently express. Unite with us for the 
honour and preservation of the king, for the safety of 
your son, for your own, Madame. Determine his 
majesty to open a negotiation, with the king of Prussia, 
favourable to France. You ceased to be an Austiian, 
when you became queen of France 5 you are the 
spouse of her sovereign, and he may yet reign over 
her. But, above all, remember you are a mother, and, 
if my vdce has no influence over you, let me borrow 
that of your amiable child to find the way to your 
heart 

Ah ! M. de Fermont, said Antoinette, as she stifled 
a sigh, how much ascendency you possess over me I 
how angry I am with myself for my &cility. Well, 
sire, continued she, addressing the king, convince the 
rebels of their black ingratitude, and of the excess of 
yom* goodness ; write to the king of Prussia, since 
it is so determined, procure for your executioners an 
impunity, which they will requite by nefioious at- 



tempts. No matter, said the king, I shall have d<«ie 
my duty. I am as much a Fi^nchman as a monarch, 
and under each capacity, I ought do all in my power to 
rid my country of its enemies. Louis entered his 
closet, and wrote the foUowmg letter, of which I pre- 
served a c<^y. 

LETTER OF LOUIS XVI. TO THE KING OF PRUSSIA. 
(Voucher No. 8.) 
" It is with the deepest grief, cousin, diat I learn 
the entry of your majesty into the kingdom of Francej 
and the triumphs dsdly obtained by your armies over 
those of the French. The injustice, to which I am 
sacrificed, has not obliterated my love of country ; I 
tenderly love . that country, and see with deep sorrow, 
that you treat it as an enemy. If it is my quaiTel, 
which you have espoused, I thank you, and am grate- 
ful for it. But, cousin, I must tell your majesty, that 
I have not requested that service. Whether I am 
sacrificed by factions, or dethroned by common con- 
sent, that is my own concern. In the first suppositicm, 
I shall die a maityr. Hearts truly French will weep 
for my destinies, allowing that they do not unite to save 
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ine, a hope, which I cherish. In the second suppo- 
sition, have you a right to prescribe laws to a foreign 
nation ? Ought you to shew more zeal, than I shew 
regrets, if I choose to submit ? 

** The frank and open manner, with which I address 
your majesty, will convince you, that, although a pris- 
oner, I still retain the libeity of my soul. I make use 
of it to conjure you to remove your triumphant armies 
from the French territory. There are things, wluch 
I cannot confide to paper, too oflen exposed, but the 
person, who will hand you this despatch, is charged to 
inform you of my private intentions. Since'your maj- 
esty has taken possession of the city of Verdun in my 
name, I expect from your devotedness, that you will 
fulfil the object nearest my heart by using your power- 
ful influence, with his majesty, the empeix)ur, to put 
an end to a disastrous war, and to restore tranquillity to 
Europe, Upon which, cousin, I pray God to have you 
in his holy keeping, and to render your reign long and 
prosperous." 
« Done at the Temfile^ Paris^ September 9th. 1792." 
(Signed) LOUIS. 
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This letter tUd not wholly answer Manuel's wishes 
and expectations, but it might be of immense service 
at this critical juncture. Therefore the attorney of 
the communes, after reading it, asked for no more 
I was pleased with it in every respect, I viewed it as 
amiddHng term, which might aid in linuting the pre- 
tensions of the conspirators, and might alleviate, in 
part, the sufiferings of the prisoners. 

In vniting this message, it had been tlie king's in- 
tention, as he had announced it, to haveinstrustedit to 
a confidential and faithful messenger* When a choice 
was proposed, Manuel observed, that in order to guard 
i^ainst all events, the person selected ought to be de- 
serving of his majesty's esteem, ought to be ac- 
ceptable to the king of Prussia, and entitled to the 
consideration of the republic. M. de Malesherbes 
would have answered every purpose, but his extreme 
old age was an insurmountable barrier. I designated 
another, who was approved, and who at this day does 
honour to an office of high trust. The result of the 
^negotiation) whichjie q;>ened virith the king of Prus« 



^ has manifested hb wlsdotxiy and the conduct, by 
wMch hQ lyas th^i^ and ha3 ever since been regu- 
latedy gives strong piroo& of his patriotism. He is one 
of those men, as fortunate as they su^ rare^ iirho, 
being a stranger to all pardes, has sut^ved their sue* 
eessive destruction, and who, under the mooiarcb and 
under the repubfic, preserved ^ French heart- You 
would think my praises short of his merit, were I at 
liberty to mention his name. 

After this conference with the king, I asked per- 
mission to present my pupil to him. His majesty 
looked inquisitively towards the queen, and Manuel 
was polite enough to assure her, that she might freely 
express her wishes. Antoinette improved this gallant* 
ry to inform me, that the king as well as herself 
would see Lord Fitz*Asland with pleasure. We ap- 
pmnted the next day for his introduction. 

It Was on the same day, tbsx the person destined to 
the secret embassy in Champagp^ obtained a private 
audience of Louis, and received his instructions. No 
one was admitted to this interview, not even the que^^ 



Whose curiosity Manuel baffled ; I shall not enter on 
the details of this subject, it will be fully known at the 
appointed time. 

You may recollect, that I was intrusted with a letter 
from the queen to Toulan, a municipal officer, who 
was the chief of the royalists. I called on him, and 
unbosomed myself. Delighted with my communica- 
tion, he repjud my confidence by an lihbounded and 
unreserved sinceiity. Toulan was an accomplished and 
polite young man ; I had not been long with him, be- 
fore I was convinced of the solidity oTthe queen*s sus- 
picions, and I saw plainly, that he was in love with her. 
T»ve much more than royalism, whilst it consumed 
him, had bewildered his mind. He saw nothing in the 
•object of his passion but a most lovely woman, chained 
by the talisman Of some peiVerse genius, whose influ- 
ence he thought he altkie could dispel. His warm 
imagination transported him to the age of chivalry, 
<luring which languishing beauty was h^ captive 
in enchanting castles. As disinterested as coura- 
geous, he %vished for nothing to reward the zealous 
Services rendei-ed Antoinette, but the honour and con- 
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sciousness of having performed them* He did noi 
display less constancy than greatness in pursuing the 
projectj which he had conceived, and he swore by all 
that was sacred, that he would employ every mean to 
accomplish it. Of all those, whom he had associated 
in this conspiracy, the result of his love, there was not 
one, who, besides his attachment to the former order 
of things, had*not some private and personal mouves. 
Some were in hopes of aggrandidng their fortunes, 
others dreadfed a change of circumstances ; some were 
impelled by their^spirit of intrigue ; others by the am- 
bition of obtaining great honour ; the smallest number 
were actuated by a love of glory, or to speak more prop— 
crly, the vanity of acquiring a name. I was neither 
surprised nor sorry for that selfishness ; under all 
circumstances of Ufe, it is the most powerful and the 
most durable tie, which Hnks men with events, by ren- 
dering a general cause, in itself indifferent, a person- 
al cause, which individuals have at heart. 

Toulan who was constantly writing the memoirs of 
the > conspiracy, read to me the last pages of that work 
to convince me how rapidly his plot ripeoed and suc^ 
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ceeded. Among the means, to which he and the 
chiefs of his intrigue had resorted, that which next to 
the distribution of money, had succeeded best, was the 
Ideation of periodical pamphlets. But not to give 
11^ to the existing authority, none had been circu- 
t in Paris. They had excited an interest in favour 
o^the royal pmoners in some of the western depart- 
ments. I must do Toulan the justice to say, that the 
love, which had fascinated his eyes, had not corrupt- 
ed his heart ; he was a sincere friend to his country. 
He was determined to oppose the foreign £3ictian^ 
which sighed after the destmction of France, and, when 
during the conversation he learnt, that I was an Irish- 
man, I had much ado to convince him, that I vras not 
his enemy, and to persuade him of the rectitude of my 
intentions. 

I asked him his opinion of Manuel, Petion, and of 
those, who composed the party, whose mysteries had 
been revealed to him. He answered, they are honest 
men, if the ambitious can be so. They despise the 
king, and detest the queen, whose magnanimous char- 
acter they dread, and desire without waste of blood 



and without public commotions, to remove them fop 
ever from ih^ thrqn^. They do not profess the abom-^ 
inable doctrines of the disorganizers ; but as tliey are 
possessed of talents and virtue, smd bear respectahll? ' 
names, I fear them mqst. I wished to find aSBL' 
whether he was acquainted with theit conjuration, bifl ; 
he £d not absolutely know of its existence, and only 
judged of thesj3 men from their principles, their ac- 
tions, and, the general tenor of their observations ; I 
did not think mysi^lf autl^piized to glye^ him further 
information. 

After naming a day to meet him aod the piincipaL 
agents of his intrigue, I left Toulan, I retired ta 
meditate on the means of unidng both conspirades in 
one. Thek maxims were so different, and their views 
so diametrically opposite, that I despaired of accom- 
plishing my design. The queen alone offered more 
insurmountable (hfficulties, than her whole family* 
Toulan exerted all his faculties and the force of his 
party for Antoinette ; Petion and his associates aimed 
piincipally against, her ; hqw w^3 ij possible to reopn- 




cite black and white, and to find even a pretence for 
m accommodation ? 
However, after unwearied reflections, I thought, 
the obstacle would ofler the means, if the queen 
|oVed her husband and her son enough to aid 
views. With her absolute sway over Toulan, she 
ght determine him to do for them, what he wished 
to do for her alone. By thus renouncing voluntarily 
her unboimded wish to govern, and the suggestions of 
ambition, she could facilitate the union of both parties, 
whose objects were nearly the same, and who did not 
differ materially. 

' But who could attempt to propose to the proud An- 
t(unette this delicate accommodation ? I thought of 
several individuals, whose views and motives, I con- 
eluded, would not answer. My thoughts rested at 
last-on the generous Elizabeth, whose chief care was 
to fOTget herself to study the happiness of others. At 
court, she had been a model of goodness ; at the Temr 
file, that of patience and reagnation. Pious without 
superstition, philosophical without pi'ide, she was 
learned without wishing to appear so. Study and 
<l2 
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firiendahip constituted her happiness. During thr . 
-days of her prosperity, her bounty relieved sufi^ring 
objects ; since shie has been a prisoner, she has pos-^ 
sessed no other treasure than her heart, which fMi 
divides between her brother, her si^ter^ and ^teir chil^ 
dren. Therefore I resolved jLo address her. * t 

A variety of circumstances postponed for three days 
the itiUt)ducti<»i of- my pupil kito the Temple. Since 
he had received assurances that he should be intro- 
duced, nothing could gove^^n his joy and impatience. 
Not to awake suspicions, and to screen the attorney 
of the communes, Edwin was to follow us in an un- 
dress, which would make him appear as a scrivener 
in some of the dfices. I apprehended, to tell the 
truth, that his want of reflection might miake me re- 
pent my condescension. But on expressing my lears, 
he swore with repeated caresses, that he would assume 
a language and a deportment suitable to circum- 
stances. 

Without being remarkaUe for size, or the beauty 
ef his form, my pupil is possessed of an amiable 
physiognomy, expressive of ^^finement and wk. His 
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taodc of dressing his hair, which was very elegant, 
the taste, which he displays in his dress, enhance ex- 
tremely his physical gifts. I only mention them, 
because they had a powerftil influence, and because 
the consequences of those gifts were interesting. At 
the time I mention, he did not value them more than 
common. I only recollect, that being forbidden the 
tlisplay of brilUancy and riches, Fitz'-Asland, in an 
ordinary dress, was determined to be admired for his 
elegance. 

In fact, hardly had we entered the apartments of 
the king, where as on a former occasion I found the 
whole family together, when the young lord attracted 
an univer^ attention. I presented him to their Maj* 
esties, to the yoimg prince and princesses, who gave 
him a most gracious reception. I even observed, that 
when addressing him, the queen had softened her 
loc^s and the tone of her voice. My pupil appeared 
delighted ; his natural graces were the more engag- 
ing, as they made a striking ccoitrast vath the aus- 
terity of a prison, the roughness of jailers, and tlie 
impolite deportment of the police agents. 



If5 THE ]V1AGDAL£N 

Notwithstanding the presence of the king, and that 
of Manuel, the ladies addressed to the young lord 
many questions. Those of the queen, or rather the 
tone in which they were asked, occasionally embar- 
rassed him. Madame Elizabeth, not less sociable^ 
but more timid, was more reserved ; young Marisi 
Theresa, in the attitude of innocent admiration, gazed 
silently on Edwin. 

The attorney of the communes improved the time 
of that conversation to solicit Louis XVI. to accept 
the project proposed to him. Things have arrived 
to that pitch, said he to him, that this perhaps is the 
only medium to secure your own safety* If the con- 
vention meet, and, if the soldiers of anarchy recruit 
their battalions, you will no longer ^|^e to fear for 
your crown, but for your liberty, and perhaps, who 
knows ? even for your life. Waste not in uncertainty 
a precious time 5 save yourself, sire, save the state« 
Louis promised, that when the messenger despatched 
to the king of Prussia should return, he would give a 
decisive answer* 
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I had taken care to give a summary account of my 
interview with Toulan to Madame Elizabeth. I also 
informed her of the substance of my conference with 
^ iiasembly in the street of the Dry-Tree. I shewed 
■]^i#i^e pretensjona of both parties in a correct point 
jwfi&w; she soon comprehended in what parucularti 
diey differed, or ratfier how diametrically they were , 
opposed. But at the same time that I pointed out 
the evil, I hastened to offer the remedy. It is in the 
hands of the queen, said I, if the honour of her con- 
sort, the interest of her soh, if her own glory move 
her, she will not hesitate to apply it* The French 
will be affected by this heroic disinterestedness. A 
long time since, I must not ccmceal it, they Have ceas- 
ed to love, and even to esteem the qtkeen, to whom 
they impute all their misfortunes. Let her adopt 
the conditions proposed, and she will again revive the 
love of the people. Royalty, though limited, will be 
more firmly established. The people, enamoured 
with reasonable liberty, vnll prefer it tp tlie convul- 
sions of anarchy j they will be the first to sacrifice 
the tyrants, who. iwlead. and flatter them, ^iifisab^th. 
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seemed to concur in my sentiments. If the king's 
consent alone was requisite, said she, it might be easily 
•btained ; the splendour of the throne never dazzled 
my brother; he never calculated the dignity- i^jp^ 
power by its extent ; he has oftwi repeated, 
king cannot, and ought not, to reign, but by the ] 
will, expressed by definitive laws. He will ask, I din 
sure, an unlimited authority to do good only, and wish- 
es not to possess the power of doing evil. I have 
always coincided in his sentiments, and my trials have 
confirmed my opinicm. But hdw will it be possible t» 
persuade the queen, that the sacrifice of her authority^ 
of her greamess, and above all, that of her influence, 
is indispensable, or even necessaiy. You are not aware 
of the pride of that house of Lorraine, which has filled 
so many thrones, and rules at this day the German 
empire. It will be very difficult to make an arch- 
duchess of Austria relish a private statical ; it will be 
more difficult to rid her of her political habits. My 
aster carries on her countenance, and feels in her 
bosom the majesty of a great soul, but, when she dis- 
plays hw energy, she cannot conceal her pride. She 
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prefers the glory of cKctating to the power of pleasuig? 
in spite of the gifts which nature has lavished on her, 
she often forgets, that she is a woman, but never, that 
Ae is a queen ; if she ^condescends to let herself down 
ftnan her lofty station, it is only when her heart is 
steeply affected. You believe, no doubt, M. de Fer^ 
mont, continued Madame Elizabeth, that I do not 
spare my sister, and that I do not represent her under 
fevourable colours. Before any body else, and under 
different circumstances, I would endeavour to soften 
the strong shades of this portrait ; but, when I con- 
sider, that the result of the important negotiation, in 
which you are engaged, involves the safety of the 
state, of the throne, and of the whole family, I should 
esteem myself guilty, were I capable of dissimulation. 
After all, the pride, which the queen inherited from 
the Cesars, has not sdfted in her the voice of nature ; 
she is alive to sympathy, her heart is capable of friend- 
ship ; she is sincerely attached to the king, though 
not excessively so ; she has an unbounded love for 
her children ; and young Charles is her idol, she re- 
veres in him the heir of two great dynasties ; and I 



believe she loves me also. 1 have received' jjeculia^ 
marks of her affection, since destiny has united us in 
tiHsfortCmes ; finally, if any aae has a right to make 
her a proposal like yours, and can indulge the hope 
to ^e it approved, I must be the person. I pledge 
myself to do it with zeal. The safety of France, the 
honour of my brother, and the happiness of his chil- 
dren, justify the attempt 5 What powerful motives to 
animate and Increase my exertions ! Filled with re- 
spect and admiration, I left the virtuous Elizabeth ; 
the circle again became general, and Manuel having 
^ven us the signal, we tendered our homage to the 
prisbners, and took leave of them. 

Before we left the attorney of the communes, he 
informed me, that on the folbwing day there was to 
be a meeting, in order to consult on the most power* 
€ul means to determine Louis XVI. Although I had 
an appointment with Toulan on the same day, at a 
different hour, I promised to attend at the Dry-Tree. 
When we returned home, several letters were dc» 
livered to Edwin, and some to myself. One of them 
wt(s from Ireland, and franked by Lord Htz*A«l»id). 
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laypQpil'^fether. Edwin broke the seal with impa- 
tience ; but before he had read many lines, he became 
extremely pale, and was so. &int, that he threw* him- 
self into an arm-chair ; that paleness was succeeded 
by a sudden flush on his cheeks, and he could not conr 
ceal the abundant tears that trickled from his eyes, 
which he covered with his hands. Alarm^ at his 
situaticm^ and afraid to learn its <:ause, I offered him 
some vague consolation. I trembled to pick up the 
&tal letter laying open at my feet; but he soon seized 
it with eagerness, and presenting it to me, read, papa, 
exclaimed he, and tell me if I am not wretched 
enough ! Without loosing hold oi his hand, which I 
pressed in mine, with my eyes now and then fixed on 
him, I perused the letter rapidly, and read what 
follows : 

LORD FITZ-ASLAND TO HIS SON^ AT i*ARIS. 

" DUBLIN, August 17th. 1792. 

" Paris is no longer a safe plstce for your worthy 
preceptor, nor is it suitable to the educatiop which 
he gives you, or fit for you, my dear Edwin. It is 
distracted with civil commotions, a!nd you are in the 

R 
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midst of daggers. I am half dead since the &ttal des- 
patches of the 10th. If you love me, set out as soon 
as. yon receive this, leave that scene of horrors, and 
return to the bosom of your £simily, to wait for the 

calm '* 

How sir, said my pupil, you read all this with a 
sang Jrcdd !,.,3nti my dear friend, I do not yet sec 
why I should not.....You do not see it, you do not ob- 
serve, that my &ther recals me Well, my friend*.... 

Well, ar, this command is my death warrant 

Explain yourself, Edwin Heavens! have you not 

imderstood me No certainly, what is the. matter ?..... 

The matter is, that your pupil is lost, if. he leaves 

Paris Once more I do not understand you.....Young 

Fitz-Asland, seizing my hands, &Rd tenderly pressing 
them, ndsing his eyes bathed in tears towards mine, 
said to me. Oh I my dear preceptor, why did you in- 
troduce me into the Temple ? Edwin, Edwin, what 

is that you say ?.....That I wish I had never been there, 
or, added he in the most affectionate manner, that I 
might have been permitted to remsdn there all my 
life.«...HeaveDs ! what have I heard ! 
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It n^as now my turn to feel a real affliction. I stood 
motionless with my head down, gazmg vacantly, inat- 
tentive to my pupil, who walked about in great agita- 
tion, and stopped to ask my paition, so much was I 
preoccupied with sinister and melancholy reflections. 

After the first moment of my surprise, the next 
having permitted me to reflect, I composed myself a 
litde. I^ought within myself^ that oiie solitary in- 
terview could not have occadoned an irreparable 
damage, that perhaps Edwin mistook for a passion, 
the more &scinadon of his bewiklered senses, and 
that he feh the pang most sensibly, because he never 
had loved before ; that supposing a deep and tender 
impression had been made cm his. heart, it was to be 
presumed, that it was not paid with a tender return, 
and that consequently tlie want of reciprocity would 
soon allay that new bom flame. 

But which of the three princesses had inspired 
him with love ? Had I indulged my suspicions, I 
should have sui^sed, that it was Antoinette, whose 
charms habituated to new triumphs, met with an 
adarer in each man ; I thought I had remarked, as I 
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have already observed, that the graces of that princess, 
who became more haughty, as she became more op- 
pressed, had been softened for Edwux. Yet the mod- 
est delicacy of Elizabeth might have inspired his sen- 
timents, and perhaps he was moved by the virginal 
blushes of the i:oyal Maria Theresa. I was anxious to 
ascertain the ^t, in order to improve hb confession to 
give him the most salutary admonkion, which my 
friendship could suggest. He answered as follows. 

" My dear papa, I wish to repay with gratitude the 
indulgence you have shewn to my frankness. I have 
before to day experienced the power of love, but from 
this moment its fire rages through my frame, and 
ynth the more violence, as difficulty on the one hand, 
and hope on the other, supply it with additional fuel. 

" Do you recollect the day, on which Loixi Suther- 
land, my cousin, was presented at court, as British 
ambassador ? I accompanied my beautiful cousin, 
lady Sutherland, who soon ceased, in my estimation, 
to be the loveliest of women, 

" Through the pomp, which surrounded the mon- 
arch, among the noble beauties^ who escorted hU 
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consort so celebrated, my inquisitive eyes sought the. 
charming queen. A flattering murmur succeeded by 
a respectful silence announced her ; my heart beat 
with uneasiness and desu*e. She appeared, and on 
her dazzling brow, I beheld a rich and precious da- 
dem, spme diamond drops loosely chained undulated 
on her bosom, ro3ral majesty itself was displayed in the 
long train of her robes» This splendour excited my 
admiration, but my heart vras not moved. And, when 
I had fixed my eyes on Antmnette, and discovered pride 
seated on her features, and expressed in her protect- 
ing npd, X acknowledged a queen, but this queen was 
Juno, or if it was Venus, she had forgotten her girdle. 
^' At a small dbtance advanced a yoimg person, as 
if it were to make an absolute contrast with the queen ; 
she wore a garland of blue4x>ttle round her flaxen 
locks, which floated carelessly over her shoulders; 
she was beautiful without knowing it, and pleased 
without pretensions. I saw those looks attracted by 
the mother finally centre on the daughter ; for before 
this time, you are apprized^ that this charming person:. 

Avas Maria Theresa. 
R 2 
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" At the sight of her, the brilliant scene before my 
eyes was eclipsed ; in the centre of a double rank of 
women, equally remarkable for their youth, riches 
and beauty, I saw nothing but this simple innocent 
girl, who hardly dared to raise her timorous eyelids, 
and whose lovely cheek was now and then coloured 
with the blush of modesty. 

" This picture of innocence and voluptuousness 
moved my very soul, and caused in me frequent ab- 
sence of mind. Lady Sutherland was obliged to put 
me on my guard. 

" When we left the court, I carried in my sowl the 
image of Maria Theresa, and for some months it was 
deeply engraven on my heait. Time, absence, and 
your determination, not to present me to the king 
without special orders from my father, did not efface 
the impression, but rendered it more faint. I thought 
I had got rid of that fever, because I had but one fit. 

" I was yet regretdng the pleasing torment, which 
it had caused, when chance placed you near Louis 
XVI. and gave additional strength to my still bumuig 
flame. You interrupted your visits at the Tuileries, 
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and my hopes flagged. Would you believe, tliat the 
catastrophe of the tenth of August awoke my desires ? 
I formed the project of snatching the royal family 
from the power of their satellites ; an incident un- 
known to you favoured my project. 

B " Some days before, having passed about dusk un- 
der the arches, which lead from the street of St. 
Thomas du Lourre to that of Doyenn6, 1 was accosted 
by an ordinary woman of middling age, decently dress- 
ed, who after saluting me politely, but in silence, 
handed me a letter. I asked in vain who had sent it, 

* the only answer was, that the reading of the letter 
would inform me, and she left me. 

" They were then lighting the lamps. Impatient 
to find out the contents of my billet dotixj I came near 
the first lamp, akd was able to read the following 
words ; Madame dea Roziersj Seine street^ M). 7, sec- 
tion of the king* 8 garden ; and written in i nother hand, 
visible from ten in the morning to four in the afternoon, 
" I did not know at first what to think of this billet. 
Wliat can be the drift of sending me this direction, 
said I to myself 5 what have I to do with that Madame 
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des Roziers ? I had heard of tricks introduced in this 
manner, and began to think, that this was practised 
upon me with some evil intention, and, as I thrust the 
paper into my pocket, I firmly determined not to at- 
tend this rendezvous. 

'* On the next day my servant, Tom, found it among 
other scraps on my toilet ; I related to him my ad- 
venture, and imparted my suspicions. Tom observed 
ironically, that this billet portended more danger for 
my heart, than for my purse ; that it was written by 
some pretty woman, who wished to become acquaint- 
ed with a young British lord. I confess here I com- 
mitted two faults at once, the first, to listen to Tom's 
remarks, and to receive his counsels ; the second, not 
to have asked yours, my dear precepton Be it as it 
may, besides the anticipation of an acquaintance with 
a^ beautiful woman, I felt no litde vanity at becoming 
the hero of an intrigue, ^therefore I determined to 
bring the adventure to a close. * 

" You allow me liberty enough to enable me to pur- 
loin occasionally a few moments, I soon found one for 
leaving the house under a pretence of a ride in the 



CHURCHYABD. ^39 

king's garden, and Tom, driving my ivisky slower than 
ever, in a few minutes brought me to Seine street, 
opposite to the house No. 7. I need not add, that I 
had not neglected my toilet. 

" When I alighted from my carriage, my heart 
beat strangely ; I had gone up two pair of stairs be- 
fore I was composed. Upon a door I read, Madame 
dea Boziers ; Tom rang the beU, I attenfiptod to stay 
his arm, but the shrill soimd already vibrated on my 
heart, and warned me that I should be introduced, and 
my agitation and embarrassment became exces^ve. 

" The door opened, a woman, whom I recognized 
for the messenger, that met me under the arches of 
St. Thomas, asked me, what was my pleasure ? I 
pronounced in a low voice the name of Madame des 
Roziers ; the maid did not understand me, and wish- 
ed me to repeat ; Tom, displeased with my awkward- 
ness, .told her intelligibly ; my lord Fita-'jisland wishes 
to flay his reafiecta to Madame des Roziers. The wo- 
man dropped a courtesy, left us for a moment, and soon 
returned, and Avith additional politeness led me to tho 



190 TBBiaODALEN 

door of an apartment) where she mtroduced me ; Tom 
remained in the antichamber. 

^ The politeness of the maid^ the neatness of 
the apartment) and above all the privacy of the vi^t, 
removed mj fears, and emboldened me. I waited 
firmly for die issue of an adventure, in which I fore- 
saw more gallantry than danger. 

^ A woman appeared, I judged her to be forty 
years old, 3ret she was beautiful, har deportment 
announced a woman, who joined to a respectable Inrth 
a fashbnable education, afler a mutual salutation she 
seated herself with dignity, made me a sign to do the 
same, and addressed me thus. 

" The preiimmaries of your admbsion under my 
roof must have surprised you, sir, and your astonish- 
ment will increase, when you are made acquainted 
with the motives which have determined me to invite 
you here. Perhaps you have been induced to calcu- 
late upon some pleasing adventure, and I must confess, 
that my means for procuring this interview might 
have justified such an expectation. But you will socm 
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be undeceived ; nothing can be more serious than the 
object of this rendezvous. 

" Have you never heard in the house of your lather, 
where you lived in your infency, the name of Clara 
Melwood ?......Lord Fitz-Asland has pronounced that 

name frequently in my hearing, and never did it with- 
out accompanying it with a deep sigh, and even with 

tears..... With tears ! Is he then capable of remorse? 

No, no ! the assassin of the woman who adored 

him, of a wife, is incapable of such feeling8....«.Mad« 
ame, exclaimed I, as I rose, you speak of my father ; 
have you called me here to hear him abused ? No, 
my lord, it is to ^ve him an opportimity to repair his 
4>wn abuse. • Sit down and hear me patiently. 

^( The iii4)oang tone of thb woman could not be 
disobeyed, and I complied......Yes, continued she, I 

expect fix)m your generodty the termination of my 
misfortunes, and the dawn of happiness, in favour of 
a person, who vdll socm be as dear to you, as she is to 
me ; both are in the hands of a &tber, over whom 
you have an absolute sway. 
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" My name is Clgra Melwood ; I owe my origin, if 
not to that class, which is called the first, at least to 
that, whose alliance is always an honour to the gentry, 
and often sought by the great themselves. A careful 
education, acquired talents, and some personal charms> 
had enlisted in my train of adorers a number of young 
Irish peers j several asked for my hand, one* only 
obtained my heart. How much Fitz-Asland seemed 
to love me, or rather how sincerely he loved me ! 
For it is impossible to feign a passion so well, which 
is not felt... ...And how tenderly I reciprocated his 

love ! Is it possible to doubt the sincerity of those 

we love ? In yielding my heart to your father, I resign* 
ed my person also ; without reflecting, that Hymen 
might one day reproach us, we permitted love to 
anticipate on his sacred rights. 

" Meanwhile the war, which was enkindled in the 
British colonies, compelled your father to depart I 
bore with in me the pledge of our union ; and I did not 
even think of asking for a legal security ; I thought 

r 

mine the most sacred in the eyes of nature and of 
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tove. My lover left me, and left behind also the con- 
soling hope of seeing him again, and receiving soon 
the embraces of my husband. 

" But after .six months of an epistolary coriEspc»id- 
ence, as regular as tender, I learnt, that the cjiarms 
or coquetry of a more fortunate rival had expelled tne 
from* Fitz-Asland's heart. I was too proud to com- 
plain ; had I been a mere mistress, I should not have 
been ashamed to solicit his favour, recollecting that I 
was a mother. The ungrateful man, when he forgot, 
that he was my lover, forgot also that he was a father. 
In vain did I bring. this fact to his recollection. When 
that peace was made, which consolidated the inde- 
pendence of the colonies, he married his mistress, who- 
came to Dublin, as it were, solely to insult my grief. 

" I devoured its bitterness in obscurity. My dispo- 
sidon, till then flexible and tender, assumed haughti* 
ness, and became hardened against adversity. My 
fiither was dead ; I was his sole heiress ; I realizetf my 
fortune ; and placing the ocean between myself and a 
pei^ured man, I came to France with my daughter, 
whom, in consequence of the principles and the trea- 
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son of your father, I have brought up in the garb and 
habits of your sex. 

" I might have lived peaceably, perhaps happy, had 
it not been for the series of catastrophes, yfhich have 
overwhelmed this country for these four years. The 
wrecks of my fortune, which I had intrusted to gov- 
ernment, have been dispersed ; nuseiy, besides aggra- 
vating my misfortunes, compels me to murmur and 
complain. 

*'I should never have done it, had I been alone. But 
the interest of my daughter silences my pride. It is 
for her, my lord, it is for your sister, that I implore 
you on this day. 

" Read these letters, read the proofs of what I 
assert ; why slvould I be reduced to exhibit to you, in 

your father's o\vn hand, the proofs of his treason ! 

Wiih my eyes bnthedintears,Iranover the correspond- 
Cftice, wMch Ciara Melwood had placed in my hands. 
In each espnession of his tenderness, I discovered Ws 
perfidy, I condemned him openly, and pitied his vic- 
tim. At that instant, a young man entered | Adonb 
could not affoi^d a more seducing portrait. Come 
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daughter, said Mrs. Melwood, obtain from lord Fitz- 
Asland the felicity of embracing a brother, and lower- 
ing her voice, she added,.entreat him to grant you his 
f)Totectioau ■ ' 

" I pressed on my heait this charming brother, or 
rather amiable sister ; I wiped her tears. She united 
to the loftiness depicted in her mother's countenance, 
the sofmess of the looks of lord Fitz-Asland. A grea^ 
indmacy succeeded my first interview with the ladies ; ^^ 
I promised, aiid even swore to them, that my father * 
^ould not only provide a fortune for Fanny, the namis 
of my sister, but that I would use every endeavour to 
bring about a happy reconciliation between her mother 
and lord Fitz-Asland. We parted equally moved and 
satisfied. 

**From that moment until the tenth of August, 
when we returned to Paris, I saw them but once ; my 
intention was to introduce you to them, but events 
prevented me. Yet, my dear papa, you will be much 
astonished, when I inform you, that you are acquaint- 
ed with Fannv. 
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" You have not forgotten the interesting young nxaii. 
Avho, under a pretence of informing you, on the 1 1th. 
of August, of the decrees of the communes, gave you 
two passports, one for you and the other for me I 
Well, sir, that was Fanny herself. When we set out 
for tlie country, I had virritten a letter to her, to let her 
know it. Easily alarmed for the fate of her brother, 
and for yours, because she respects you much ; by 
' means of her acquaintance in the national guard, she 
had solicited and obtained without difficulty passports 
for each of us. She was watching for our arrival, 
when we met her. Luckily, among the soldiers of 
©ur escort, there happened to be one of her acquaint- 
ance. You know the sequel. 

'^ What was now my design concerning the illustri- 
ous prisoners of the 10th. of August ? When I learnt, 
that they were confined at the Feuillans, under the 
care of a feeble guard, I thought it was not impossible 
to rescue them. It was only necessary to have the 
guard composed of devoted men, or to attack and van- 
quish it, should it prove refractory. To accomplish 
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the iirst plan, Fanny, who holds a commission among 
the citizen soldiers, plotted so as to recruit thirty 
royalists, or constitutionalists, determined to make the 
attempt. In order to effect the second design, the 
same men were to make a silent attempt on the royaJ 
retreat, to spare blood, unless absolute necessity renr 
dered it imavoidable to use force, and after rescuing 
the confined family, we were to aid in their flight. 
Both plans were organized, we had only to choose the 
most feasible, when the transfer of Louis XVI. to the 
Temple disconcerted our measures. Your long cap- 
tivity, my dear master, and the massacres of Septem- 
ber, frustrated our hopes ; I yielded to sorrow, and all 
concurred to aggravate my grief, and nothing could 
alleviate its poignancy. 

" But heaven, at last promised, that it should soon 
cease, and afforded me new means to see my princess, 
and to be useful to her. You are now acquainted with 
the motives of my eagerness to go to the Tcmple,with 
those of my rapture, when you gave me assurance^^ 
that I should be introduced, and xvith the cause o^the 



[^ 1 HE I^IAGDAIXS 

turbulent joy which I manifested, when I was adnut* 
ted. 

" I have seen the queen, whose pride-seems much 
diminished, but I beheld also again this celestial beau- 
ty, whose candour and ingenuousness seem to have 
^cqmred new lustre ; O my dear papa, dared I but 
avoAv my feelings to her I My eyes alone have spok- 
en ; I know not whether I rave, but methmka her 

eyes answered me. How happy, were I beloved ! 

And my father bids me quit her ; might he not as 

well bid me yield my life ?** The warmtli exhibited in 

Edwin's words and actions, observed M. de Fermont, 
led me to judge, tliat any remonstrances would be 
ill timed at tliis moment. The passion, which de- 
voured his soul, had filled his head, and disordered 
his understandmg. To make him listen to reason, it 
was necessary to wwt the end of his paroxysm. 1 
embraced my pupil, and made him easy respecting 
his Other's letter ; I took upon myself to obtain a de* 
lay, and entered my closet to reflect on the means^ 
necessary to meet so many complicated obstacles. 
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I at first cast a glance around me ; and on seccmd 
thought) I was seized with fear and astonishment, on 
finding^ myself at once the confident, and as it were, the 
principal mechanician in three separate coexistent in- 
trigues. Beffldes the objections to a part so ill suited 
to my principles, and to the character which I bear ; 
was there, I will not say an absoliKe certainty, but even 
a probability, that I should discharge its duties withr 
justice to those, who liad intrusted me with it ? What 
iTieans could an obscure individual possess, without in- 
fluence and Avithout interest, to reconcile opposite par- 
ties, whose intentions were so different ? If I had not 
misconceived the character and designs of the queen^ 
she would never submit to the conditions offered, and 
in that case, what would become of the king ? What 
would be the future destiny of their children ? Be- 
sides, how. was it possible to induce m^i, such as those 
who met at the Dry Tree, to restore to the monarch 
his former authority, not tp mention the constant weak- 
ness and want of determination in Ixnus XVI ? How 
much was a plan of this kind impeded by the philoso- 
phy of the present age, and by the progress of private- 
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opinion ? Was it pos^le to annihilate the one, and to 
bring the other to the standard of the times of Rich- 
elieu ? How, I shall not say shackle again, but even re- 
duce to a salutary restraint a people in arms, whose 
individuals think themselves so many kings, because 
they have hurled one king from the throne ? This was> 
some may say, Toulan's project. Yet it was but the 
illusion of his heart, and not the resultof his judgment. 
Toulan, who saw through the mist of love, did not see 
correctly, reasoned falsely, allowed his desires to be 
possibilities, and conducted, in a word, more like a 
lover, than a Frenchman, who devotes himself for his 
country. Besides, this conflict of conspiracies appear- 
ed to me much more injurious than useful to the 
cause ; there was room to presume, that the different 
parties, instead of uniting, would aim at each other's 
destruction. And it was much more to be appre- 
hended, that the royal family would become the vic- 
tim of their struggles and divisions. I fully felt all ' 
those objections, they overwhelmed me, and filled me 
with grief. I entertained some secret hopes, that I 
might ;yemove them ; but must confess my energy 
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was much short of my good will. In my situation) a 
Monk, a Pinto, might have felt at full liberty. Such 
is the true genius of intrigue, that it converts obstacles 
into as many means, sports with difficulties, and even 
takes pleasure in giving them birth to add to its tri- 
umphs. But whatever resource the love of Fitz-As- 
land might offer me, I felt reluctant to employ it. I 
wavered in my opinions, afraid to attempt, burning 
with impatience to succeed, animated by my attach- 
ment for the king, checked by scruples, and bufiGeted 
between the hope of success and fear of disappoint- 
ment. 

After mature deliberation, I concluded to wait the 
course of events, as I had done before. To run in the 
hour of battle is rank cowardice, a base treason ; but 
as there is no merit, and as it even would be impru- 
dent, to attempt to direct, as a leader, a plot, for the 
accomplishment of which, I possessed but subordinate 
talents, I trusted to Providence, to render them of 
some utility upon this important occasion. 

I repaired to the assembly in the street of the Dr} 
Tree ; I found every mind filled with agitation and 
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anxiety. The convention was soon to meet, and tlie 
auspices, under which it was to be assembled, were 
not favourable. What was, in fact, the slate of af- 
fairs ? The legislators, still appalled by the cannons 
of the 10th. of August, had not recovered strength 
enough to break the daggers of September, but let go 
from their weak hands the helm of state. The usurp- 
ing communes, let loose from hell, stained with blood, 
sullied with crimes, and branded with murder, kept 
under their iron sceptre the people, whom they delud- 
ed with the name of liberty. The executive council, 
divided between crime and weakness, perpetrated or 
tolerated horrid deeds, and suspended all punishment. 
A collection of strangers, in a disgusting dress, speak- 
ing the language of Grub-Street, acted as tribimes of 
the people to plunge that people into wretchedness 
and anarchy. It must be confessed, that the names 
and renown of some honest men were conspicuous 
amid those dreadful calamities, and appeared like au. 
gust monuments among a heap of ruins. But would 
the tyranny of demagogues respect those feeble bar- 
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tiers ? Those demagogues made their boast of drown- 
ing virtue in the blood of her worshippers. 

It was by this faint sketch, that the eloquence of 
Vergniaaj^ commanded our attention. Oh ! Louis 
XVI. how sensibly, and with what grief, I then felt 
how useful a decided character would have been for 
you, to avert or repair those stupendous disasters. 
Under this sweeping anarchy, what would have been 
the conduct of a Frederick ? He would have stretched 
forth his powerful arm, and would have stayed the 
torrent. Sad parallel ! Unavailing regrets ! Louis 
was in the Temple ; the dashing waves, breaking 
against the tower, threatened his owri destruction. 

We hoped, that we could check the torrent, when 
appiized of the answer of the envoy despatched to the 
king of Prussia. If, as we sincerely believed, the 
duke of Brunswick's ai'my should evacuate the French 
territory, the motive foi* a permanent insurrection, the 
pretence for confiscations, imprisonments and assassi* 
nations, could no longer serve the purposes of the an- 
archists. Under the auspices of true and protecting 
I Ubertyi the sincere republicans would establish a mix- 
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ed government, in wluch they would endeavour to de-' 
fine the rights of the people, and the power of thfe 

executive. ^ 

'. ■ i^ 

This smiling prospect, in which we beheld the fu- 
ture independence of our country, the prosperity 
o f Europe, and the happiness of all, beguiled agreea- 
bly our seduced minds. Admire the enchanting 
spell of eloquence I Vergniaud dissipated our too 
well grounded fears, while we deliberated on the 
brink of a volcano, which he strewed with flowers. 

All of a sudden a tremendous noise was heard in the 
gallery, which leads to the hall of the assembly. The 
faithful dumb youth enters ; by animated and express- 
ive gestures, he gives us to understand, that a party of 
armed men had arrived. Twelve rank and file, oom- 
manded by an officer, invaded the room ; the table, 
round which we sat, was surrounded in the twinkling 
of an eye. We rose spontaneously. M. de Males- 
herbes, whose age had not subduecj his spirit, inquired 
warmly, what right and authority permitted those 
armed men to violate the peaceful asylum of a citi- 
zen ? The right of a watchful police, and the author- A 
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ity of the law, was the answer. At this respectable 
name we pulled off our hats, and stood silent. Gen- 
tlemen, continued the magistrate, I have orders to 
-conduct to the abl>ey, those among you, who are not 
clothed with^a pubjic character ; point them out if 
you please. 

I iimnediately presented myself ; M> de Malesher- 
bes, Chamilly, and Clery did the same ; Petion, Verg- 
niaud, and Manuel, attempted to interpose their au- 
thority, or at least their influence ; the one is not ac- 
knowledged, and the other avails not. We took leave 
of our colleagues, who swore immediately to remedy 
thb arbitrary measure. A carriage conveyed us to the 
abbey, and for a second time within a few days, I heard 
the alarming rustling of bars and bolts in a prison. 

END OF VOL. I. 
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Although this new confinement, which I was 
far from foreseeing, or apprehending, deprived the 
royal family of th% only man, upon whose disinterest-^ 
edness they could depend, and had broken the line of 
their communication with those plotting in their be- 
half, it was not long, before I had an opportunity to 
renew my intercourse, as you will soon see. But not' 
to anticipate events, and to keep the order of time, be- 
fore 1 mention the man, to whom I owe my liberty, T 
must give you an account of the return of the envoy, . 

and of his interview with the king. 
T 2 
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Manuel introduced him to his majesty. I will re- 
late substantially the.account, which this envoy gave of 
his mission. I made my minutes from those handed 
to Louis XVI . who intrusted me with them after^ 
wards. * 

NEGOTIATION WITH THE KING OF PRUSSIA, 
(Voucher, No. 9.) 
" Sire, 

" Conformably to the orders of your majesty, and 
to the documents of the persons enjoying your confi- 
dence, I accelerated my journey, and reached in less 
than twenty six hours general Duinouiiez's camp. 

" Having obtained from, him a private interview, I 
did not conceal from the general, that I was the bear- 
er of a despatch from your majesty to the king of 
Prussia, a despatch added I, the result of which must 
have a decisive influence, on the army, on France, and 
on Europe. 

^ The general after having asked me some ques- 
tions respecting your majesty^s situation, and that of 
your family, gave me a passport, and ordered besides, 
that I should be honourably escorted by two officers^ 
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I thought I observed on his countenance some anxiety 
and a profound meditation. 

" In spite of the brilliant successes, and the rapid 
progress of the duke of Brunswick's army, his Prus- 
^an majesty had not quitted the village of Glorieux^ 
near Verdun, where he had established his head quar- 
ters, and where I met him. 

** Being at first introduced, as if sent by Dumou- 
riez, I was I'eceived with a familiarity, which aston- 
ished me. 

" I began to believe, that the Prussians and French 
were not irreconcilable enemies. 

** But when I had explained my mission, and hand- 
ed your majesty's letter to Frederick William, he 
looked at me with an astonishment difficult to de- 
pict ; he took it, and read it silently. I observed his 
countenance, while he was reading. To this astonish- 
ment succeeded a slight, but visible expression of 
indignation, which again was followed by a very ten- 
der emotion. His majesty appeared to read the close 
of your letter several times. When he had done, he 
heaved a deep sigh, and I observed tears in his eyes 
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sadly raised towards heaven. Your majesty will sooa 
have an explanation of this pantomime. 

" Mr. Envoy, swd Frederick, I am exceedingly af- 
fected by the letter of his most Christian' Majesty. I 
can assure you beforehand, that I shall give it a favour- 
able answer. But I must deliberate on the subject 
with my privy council. I shall give orders, Ihat 
you be treated with that distinction, which you per- 
sonally merit, and which shall be shewed you, aa 
being possessed of the confidence of my cousin. T07 
morrow, at this hour, Mr. Envoy, you will be invited 
to assist, and hear the deliberations of my council. 

" I should not mention the marks of favour and 
consideration bestowed on me by his Prussian majes- 
ty, were I not sensible, that by shewing them to a 
secret confident, with more eclat than is usual towards 
an avowed ambassador ; it was a homage to your per- 
secuted majesty, forgive therefore the detail. 

" Prince I^ouis de Lunebourg, aulic counsellor o£ 
Frederick William, and his aid de camp, came to in»^ 
form me, that the king waited for me in the comicil, L 
hastened to obey the summons. ^ 



^ All the members were assembled ; I was aston* 
hhed to find general Dumouriez among them. His 
eye having caught mine^ he bowed to me as an ac- 
quaintance. 

^ The king, being seated^ informed the assembly of 
the subject of their meeting. But before he submit- 
ted the question to the debate of the members, and 
before he asked their opinion, he declared, that gen- 
ial Dumouriez had requested leave to give important 
information to determine their judgment. 

^ I beg of you, sire, to see nothing in the recitaT^ 
wldch I mvdsx of the speech of that general, but the 
proof of my attachment to your majesty.'* 

He rose and spoke as follows ;* 

^ One must have studied to little profit the moral 
eharacter of our history, or rather must have attended 
to it very superficially, not to attribute as a secret 
cause of the revolutions in France, since the reign of 
Louis XIV. the rivality, which divides the houses of 
Bourbon and Orleans. At the death of that monarch, 
when Philip entered upon the regency, the govern- 
ment assumed a new shape. During the whole ad-* 
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ministration of that prince, he pursued a course abso- 
lutely the reverse of that of his predecessor. The 
general rule, which guided the latter, was that of am- 
centrating power ; the regent divided it among in- 
dividuals, whom he grouped around him, so as to be- 
come the despotic centre within a popular circum- 
ference. 

^< Had this prince united finnness of mind to his. 
extreme ambition, he would have rooted the feeble 
shoot of a rival dynasty, and laid the foundation of the 
French throne in his own &mily. But enervated by^ 
luxury, he left to his heirs the execution of that, which 
with him was merely a project. 

<* Louis Philip, father of the present duke, did not 
even dream of putting it into execution. The study 
of the sciences, and religious speculations, engrossed 
all his intellectual* faculties. Those, whose flight is 
directed towards heaven, take but little interest in 
earthly concems. 

" The weak and pliable character of Loms Philip 
Joseph, his son, that kind of courage, and if you clioose 
rashness, which he has evinced on certain occasicms, * 
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•seemed to manifest, that he, more than any of his race, 
had the desired aptitude to accomplish ambitious de- 
signs. I own I have l<mg believed so myself, and, if I 
must confess it, I was not sorry for it* 

^ By the genius and exertions of Richelieu, the 
kings had recovered their power ; Louis the Great, 
during the longest and most astonishing reign of 
anarchy, had displayed that power in all its possible 
extent. But the sceptre had become a distaff under 
tiie reign of Louis XV. for he could onl)i|govem a 
hunting pajty or a debauch. * 

" His successor, with pure morals, brought good in- 
tentions to the throne, but, When the chrysalis, which 
concealed the worm, was fallen, nothing but the name 
of the monarch remained. 

** Meanwhile the finances were exhausted, the ad- 
ministmtion was dislocated. The empire hung over 
a dismal abyss. 

^ The revolution broke out. Not being individually 
acqusdnted with the duke of Orleans, I believed, that 
nobly enamoured with glory, and his country, he wish- 
^ to obtsdnone, by saving tbe other« 
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" Yet when I saw hhn neglect the most fevouraibte 
oppOTtumties to accomplish bdd conceptions^ my es- 
teem duhinished for lus person, and I abandoned the 
hopes, to which he had ^ven rise. 

** Called since to the ministry, I observed closely, 
I followed attendvely, and studied deeply, that person- 
age, who, £ar from being the chief of his party, is only 
its effigy, 

^^ More debauched than fond of pleasui^, a slare to 
the mob,4iFhen he should only have been popular, rash 
without genuine bravery, easy even to weajpiess, prod- 
igal without necessity, avaricious without calculation, 
active for his pleasure, lazy in his own business, al- 
ways temporizing, not knowing how to speak and how 
to act, a tolerable intriguer, a detestable conspirator, 
such is the* raian, Who conceals the soul of a sybarite 
in the vigorous body of an athlete. 

*' I know from veiy good authority, that he never 
would have thought of becoming* the chief of auction, 
if he had been left to himself. The de%ht of driving 
a curricle with dexterity, the glory of swimming with 
address, the honour of riding a race horse ^DilfoUy> 
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would have been the bounds of his ambition ; but for 
the misfortune of France^ chance had placed near 
him the woman, who undertook to inflame him. 

" With all the powers of pleasing and means of se^ 
duction, Madame de Genlis is possessed of one of those 
burning souls, which are, not only, constantly and ac- 
tively employed, but which give impulse to all those 
moving within their attraction. It is said, but I will 
not assert it as a fact, that having been refused the 
honour of being presented, she had sworn, that she 
would punish the queen for this affront. If this is not 
a false repoit, and, if Madame de Genlis has been in- 
strumental in the martyrdom of that princess, she has 
kept her worfl faithfully. 

" Be it as it may, from the moment, in which, eithcflr 
silently or openly, the duke of Orleans consented to 
display the standard of a chief of party, France was 
overwhelmed with disasters^ The ambitious, whose 
revolutionary commotions had electrified the kingdom, 
and covetous men united. And it is worthy of remark, 
that among so many individuals, enlisted under one 
banner, none, or hardly one, recognised this chief* 
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Once more, it is because he was a mere shadow, and 
that the true anarchists, far from wishing a change of 
dynasty, that might have restored order, wished for a 
perpetual confusion, which would afford a full display 
to passions. 

" I was frightened with these disastrous tactics. 
By my general observations, by my private inquiries, 
I had ascertained, that each day the duke quaffed new 
doses of poison from the same source. Sincerity was 
at an end, despotic royalty was universally abhorred ; 
constitutional royalty was despised ; a change of dy- 
nasty was deemed impracticable, and when a republic 
was mentioned, it was because this word, new for the 
people, could better be abused in their ears, and con- 
founded with the excesses inherent to the anarchy 
held up by the demagogues. 

" The party of anarchy was therefore that, which 
gained ground under the pampemg hand, but without 
the protection of the duke of Orleans. Then all, that 
had a tendency to relax or dissolve the social compact, 
was furiously resorted to. By a chance fatal to repub- 
lic^flis, the salutary reform, which they proposed, but 
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which they offered at an unsuitable time, was applaud- 
ed and supported by the turbulent. So that the hatred 
for royalists necessarily extended to the republicans ; 
an abominable, but exact calculation, whose conse- 
quences will perpetuate disorders. 

*' From that moment commenced those meetings 
of deluded mechanics, who under a pretence of hav- 
ing no business, excited each other to revolt. The 
galleries of deliberating assemblies were crowded with 
hired speakers, unknown to each other, who were re- 
newed daily, and eagerly applauded every motion preg- 
nant with disorder, and repulsed by noisy acclamations 
whatever had a tendency to restore order and peace. 
Giris of bad character were paid, not for having grant- 
ed their favours, but in order to propagate by all th& 
means in their power, a c6ntempt for good morals, 
and a devouring thirst after lust. Human heads were 
set up at vendue ; the monsters, who like the Indians 
exhibited scalps, received a regular premium. Theft 
was encouraged by the guilty connivance of an anti-so- 
cial police, and impositions of all kinds had stipulated 
rewards. Those sinks, where an inconsiderate and 
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presumptuous youth is prompted to squander paren- 
tal treasures, were publkly established. The public 
squares and walks, and even obscure streets resounded 
with incendiary motions, or with obscene songs. Some 
vulgar orators inoculated with their low dialect the 
v$ru9 of immorality, irreligion, and anarchy. The 
walls and columns were blackened with sanguinary 
placards, and seemed to have borrowed a voice to m- 
vite men to the commission of crimes. From day to 
day, passions were let loose, and growing like hideous 
giants, they threatened to devour. a race already cor- 
rupt. But, oh I summit of insanity and atrocity ! all 
those crimes were perpetrated in the name of lH)erty I 
Her most illustrious apostles were invoked during the 
perpetration of crimes, and the name of the feeling 
Rousseau dweh on the lips of Jourdan, the head- 
chopper I 

" The knowledge which I had of the duke of Or- 
leans, would not justify an imputation, that be wak the 
author of those daring attempts. But unfortunately 
for him, they were never mentioned without his name^ 
a deep stain, which even ages will not wash off. 
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^ I had, for a long dme, renounced the .design of 
making him the founder of a new dynasty. It is how- 
ever but too true, that the more the rerolutionary ir- 
ruption extended, the less was Louis XVI. capable of 
arresting its devastation. It was alike but too true, 
that it threatened to become universal, and that unless 
a powerful opposition was made against it, it would 
overwhelm France, and perhaps all Europe. Where 
was this opposition to be found ? I never was able to 
say, nor can I yet, unless it is in a change of the 
dynasty. 

" When I left the ministry, I took the command qf 
the army. I had a right to calculate, that the exten- 
sive and absolute influence, which this post give? over 
the soldiers, would enable me to bring about this de- 
sign. Were I speaking before any one but you. Sire, 
added Dumouriez, I might stand in need of a justifi- 
cation ; but you are aware, that my conduct had al- 
ways for its aim the tranquillity of Europe, and the 
happiness of my country. 

" Unable to find in the father the hero, whom I 
sought to restore the monarchy, I thought of the son. 
u2 



2^2 ^'BB MAGDALEK 

This young inan^ endowed with great courage, with a 
philosophic mind, a generous heart, a noble character, 
appeared to me worthy of the throne daring a tempes- 
tuous reign over m^n, still inflamed with a revolution-* 
ary spirit The more I revolved this project in my 
mind, the more salutsuy it appeared to me. All my 
faculties from that moment were bent to accom- 
plish it. 

" It ^vas not enough, however, tliat the new monarch 
should be proclaimed and acknowledged by the army ; 
there is a power paramount to that of the bayonet, I 
mean opinion. It was necessary to obtain its ssmctiop^ 

<< Circumstances &voured me wonderfully. On 
one ude, the excesses of anarchy, cm the other, Uie 
attacks of the republicans were at once, as it were, 
the best means to overthrow a staggerkig authority, 
and were powerful levers to raise the new throne» 
There was nothuig to do, but to employ the attempts 
of all parties to advance my plan^ by preventing thdr 
taking advantage of it. 

*^ While some faithful emissaries, shrewd editors, 
and vehement c»rators> kept the public mind in con* 
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staht saltation, while they directed the intended 
change, a dexterous pnvoy decided your Majesty, and 
the. stadtholder, to fevour our designs with the power 
of your arms. England alone, owing to the rancorous 
enmity which she bears to France, promised her as- 
dstance to Orleans, who was' then openly the patFon 
of pillage and disorder. 

" In order to add the natui'al means, that chance 
and circumstances had thrown in my way, to those 
which my industry might procure, I thought I ought 
to attempt something near that prince ; I determined 
to visit him, and to find out the views of the principal 
men of each party. 

" It was some days previous to the 10th. of August ; 
symptoms of insurrection were stamped on every 
countenance. On the eve of a struggle, upon which 
depended the fate of the empire, and that of the mon- 
arch, the court had not yet thought of adopting rneas* 
ures of defence. The attack was about to be made^ 
and even those who directed it, had not determined 
what mode of government they should substitute to 
that existing, provided they were successful. When 
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I informed them of my views, and menti<med the 
duke of Chartresj as the fittest persmi to realize them, 
they all seemed satisfied, and expressed their gratitude 
by a formal consent. I must, however, except that 
inconsiderable number of republicans, courageous 
enough to conspire against a king, but too proud to 
give him a successor. 

" A few days before that, which was to be the last 
of the royalty of the Bourbons, I visited the duke of 
Orleans, when all parties supposed his head was de- 
signed to wear the crown falling from that of Louis 
XVI. The duke, seated at a table served with splen- 
dour, among a number of indulgent women, and five 
or six sycophants, disburthened himself beforehand 
®f the care of his future empire ; he recalled to my 
mind Sancho Panza, governor of Barataria. 

" The moment, which precedes the fall of a great 
empire, is terrible. Each of those who assail it, 
having separate views, gives a personal impulse tt^ his 
eflbrts. I witnessed this manoeuvre at the epoch, 
which I mention. Among the assailants, some were 
devoted to, and. paid by England, which ostensibly 
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protected the duke of Orleans, but whose secret views 
were to place the duke of York cmi the throne of 
France ; others made war for the sake of war, like 
true partizana, to enrich themselves with the spoils of 
others ; a third party, and it was unfortunately by 
much the most numerous, and the most devoted, had 
projected the destruction of all authority, without so 
much as reflecting, that it should be jrfiaced in other 
hands. The sudden dissolution of all social ties, was 
the aim of this barbarous horde ; pillage and assassina* 
don were to be their principal means, and the satiety 
dT all passions their reward. The friends of p\^c 
independence, too virtuous to share in their crimes, 
endeavoured, either from political motives, or want of 
delicacy, to turn those crimes to the advantage of their 
sjTstem. As to the royal party, weak, pusillanimous^ 
and divided, they possessed no resources, either in 
their own existence, or in the morals of him, in whose 
deduce they armed. The small number of pure and 
disinterested royalists, who have served the monarchy 
or the king through patriotism, was in an exact pro- 
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portion to that of the true friends of liberty, who serve 
at present the republic for herself. 

" Thus were things situated, when the mine ex- 
ploded. Notwithstanding the promises of my party, 
apd the opinion of some of the members, I was sensi- 
ble, that it was necessary to wait a more calm moment 
for the inauguration of the duke of Chartre?. I calcii* 
lated, that the triumph of anarchy would be as dreadful, 
as its duration would be short, and that that duration 
would be still shorter, if it mei \\i%ji9 obstacle- If 
instead of overrunning the fn)iiO< a^^ijjfeku' Majesty *a 
army, advancing in the path of vlcifij^ liud early ifv 
August inundated the shore^of tho sj|y^.^ change 
would have been effected without dc^;i5J^^4'^ without 
bloodshed, and calm would have succeed^r. 

" Meanwhile, the duke of Orleans, t^^ w^hom I 
had maintained an intercourse, which the instructicm 
of his sons confided to my care, ^seemed to render 
necessary, and in consequence of which you will ^e 
that the party founded on me their principal hopes^ 
sent nie an invitation to see liim at his palace on an 
appointed day, which was the 28th. of August. 
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" On the eFening of the 27th. an ordinary carriage 
stopped at my door ; a lady came out of it» who, with- 
out sending in her name, requested a private inter- 
view ; I ordered her to be admitted, and was aston- 
J^^ed, when I recognised the dutchess of prieans. 
" In a body afflicted by continual infirmities, this^ 
princess possessed a virtuous and feeling heart. A 
perfect stranger to the intrigues of court, arffl to the 
plots of the revolution, she spends her daysu formerly 
so peaceable, and now so agitated, in a solitudexwhich 
she solaces by generous de^eds^ If she still mingles 
with|the world, it is on accouj^t pf her connexion 
with the duke, her husband, whose excesses she la- 
ments and excuses, and still more from a tender 
affection for her children, whom she aids with her 
wise counsels. 

" When she arrived at my house, she was pale and 
trembling, and could hardly speak distinctly> I was 
too well acquainted with the modesty of her wishes, 
8Uttd with her reluctance for grandeur, to impart to her 
my projects respeclmg her son. The situation, in 
which I saw her, made me apprehend^ that she had 
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cUscovered my designs ; but I soon lef^Dt that her 
solicitude had a different cause." 

One of the women, attached to her household, and 
whose husband belonged to that of the duke, as she 
offered in the morning her homage to the princess^^ 
had said, that before long she should substitute to the 
title of royal highness that of majesty. A remark of 
this kind had agitated Madame d'Orleans extremely, 
who, for the first time in her life, attempting to inves- 
tigate political mysteries, had indulged an inquiry into 
the conduct and plans of her husband ; and she had 
discovered what follows. 

'^ A body of insurgents, organized at once in St 
Anthony's and St. Marceau's suburbs, but whose head 
quarters were to be the palace of Orleans, was to seize 
on the barriers, and on all the military posts, on the 
marine hotel, where the executive council held its 
^ttmgs, on the treasuiy office, and on the hall where 
the deputies deliberated ; while those deputies, on 
whom little dependence could be placed, were to be 
arrested under various pretences ; those, whose opin- 
ion was made up or bought, were to open a debate 



^)0B the urgent necessity of attending to the state of 
the natiqn, and of restoring ordec, i>y substituting to 
the feeble and vacillating agency, which had adminis- 
^tered for eighteen days, a stable and permanent 
^government. At that moment numerous deputations, 
speaking in the name of all classes in society, were to 
ask the duke of Orleans for their king, and to place 
his bust, crowned with flowers, on the table of the 
assembly. Several members, affecting to expose this 
motion, were to avoid pointing out the dangers of its 
result, and to expatiate on its advantages only. During 
the debates, which were to be continued designedly, 
nunterous handbills, and pamphlets distributed for the 
purpose, and pathetic orators were to operate on the pub- 
fic feelings, and to prepare, determine, and carry away 
the public mind. One hundred waggon loads of grain 
were to be distributed among the indigent, and some 
hundred hogsheads of wine placed in the different 
quarters of the town, for the use of the mob; a 
million of money, judiciously divided, was to be paid 
at the same time ; assurances of internal tranquillity, 
of peace abroad, and of general happiness were to 
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complete this plan of revolution. The duke of Orleans, 
apparently forced out of his palace by an adoring mob, 
was to be carried by them to the assembly, where the 
presidential chair, become a throne, was to receive the 
new monarch. His wife, the object <ff the same en- 
thusiasm, was to share in his honours ; the royal pair 
were to be saluted by the acclamations of the people, 
to receive the approbation of the legislative body, and 
the oath of allegiance from the public functionaries, 
and what was nbt less important, they were to be 
acknowledged by, and receive the homage of some 
foreign ambassadors. A new ministry, organized 
beforehand, were to cause to be proclaimed through 
Paris the memorable events of the day, and multiplied 
couriers were to disseminate the news throughout the 
empire, and a second distribution of new coin, bearing 
the effigy of 'Philip, was to reconcile the people to 
the justice and necessity of this happy change. 

" The dutchess could not give all the details of this 
plot without much grief and a flood of tears, she was 
alarmed at the idea of succeeding th6 queen, and of 
becoming a. queen herself* I discovered, that ambi- 
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tion does not produce moderate desires nor moderate 
disgust. Sir, said she to me, you undoubtedly have 
over the duke a great influence as a distinguished 
general) and to the governor pf his children. Use 
that ascendancy, I entreat ypu^to make him renounce 
this fatal project, in which I cannot foresee public fe- 
licity, but which is pregnant with our individual mis- 
fortunes. Alas ! since he has shared in my tender- 
ness, why did he not share in my projects. A luxuri- 
am country seat might have been the asylum of a 
happy pair, and had he wanted a crown, each day the 
hand of friendship would have woven one for him of 
the choicest Aowers. 

<' This respectable woman moved me^aud I confess, 
that when I promised her to serve her near her hus- 
band, whose plot counteracted mine, I thought more 
of him than I did of myself. 

" Being left alone, I mmuted the information, which 
I had just received, and which opened for me a vast 
field for reflection, and a deep source of fears. I felt 
convinced, that admitting the existence and execution 
of this promptly premeditated and bold enterprise. 
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mioe/in which I saw exclusively the safety of the 
state, would be annihilated. Although it was late, 1 
determined to call immediately qq the duke. 

'^ lie was resplendent. The hope of success made 
him blind upon the accidents which might defeat his 
views. After embracing me with an immoderate joyi 
h^ began to . give me an account of the conjuration 
. resembling much the account given by the dutchess^ 
and diHeiing only in a few details, and the brilliant 
colouring q£ his expressions. The prince was warm- 
ly engaged in thb communication, when a valet de 
chambre approached him, and whispered in his ear ; 
let luin come in, said he, the general does not intrude, 
a5 jie was to know every thing tomorrow, he may as 
well know it today. 

" At tliese words the duke arising ran towiards the 
door of his apartment, into which eight persons were 
introduced, among whom I recognised Robespierre, 
Danton, Marat, Billaud de Varennes, and an Italian 
named Rotondo. The three others were unknown 
to me* 
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'< Gentlemen, said the duke 6f Orleans to them^ I 
beg leave to introduce general Dumouriez, on whose 
friendship and fidelity you may rely. Billaud de Va- 
rennes and Danton came towards me, and took my 
hand in toPen of friendship, Robespierre saluted me 
cooly, and Marat set himself down in an arm chair 
with disgust. * 

" Before we were* all seated, and silence restored, 
the servants covered the sideboard with a variety of 
cooling diinks, and retired. 

" My lord, said Danton, at the moment that we* 
think ourselves safe in port, we are again driven on 
the ocean by a violent tempest. The transition from 
one government to another is through a narrow strait 
the further we advance, the greater difficulties wc 
encoumer* 

^ What is the msftter, inquired the duke ? The in- 
corrufitibU will inform you of it, said Danton, as he 
pointed to Rc^spierre, on whom he smiled slyly. 

'* I have long since repeated, said the latter, that 

half way measures are false, and involve the ruin of 

empires. That remark is more true with respect 
X 2 • 
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to a conspiracy. Since it is demonstrated, that suc- 
cess alone can absolve the crime, those, who embark 
in it, must commit the whole crime, or perish. Let 
us speak frankly, we have hitherto known nothing but 
the theoiy of conspiracies, our souls are panic struck, 
when we attempt the practice. The doctrine of our 
adversaries is veiy different, and in that particular I 
approve them much. While you deliberate courage- 
ously upon their detention and their exile, they decree 
your death. Duke of Orleans, thou believestj that 
in two days thou shalt be a king, two days hence thou 
fjhalt be led to a scaffold 1 

" Yes, my lord, vociferated Marat, shaking his great 
coat, unless you give a decisive blow, you are a dead 
man, and we must descend with you into the grave, 
and France must again be subjected to the tyranny of 
the Bourbons. The tygers stripped of their crown 
conspire in the darkness of their dungeon ; we have 
indubitable proof, that in a few days we shall expire 
by the daggers of the assassins. 

" A sad perspective, added Billaud, casting towards 
the veiling a sinister look accompanied by a deep sigh 1 
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" Arc there no means to save us, said Rotondo la 
his Italian accent ? 

'* Well, gentlemen, replied the duke, as he wiped 
a profuse perspiration fromSiis forehead, what is to 
be done ? 

" My lord is very warm, exclaimed affectionately 
one of the unknown individuals, he rose, ran to the 
sideboard, and poured a large tumbler full of lemcmade, 
which he presented to the duke, who swallowed it at 
one draught, smiled on the polite butler, and said, aS 
he placed the tumbler on the waiter, * delicious, faith 1' 

" What remedy, answered Robespierre ? Human^ 
Ity, jusdce, politics, and history, all combine to indicate 
<jne ; but it requires courage to use it. 

**Can my lord be suspected of wanting courage,- 
ssdd Danton, when he is surrounded by the most vig- 
orous athletes of the revc^ution ? Shall the rearing of 
the new throne require more courage, than did the de- 
molishing of th^ former ? 

^ The duke, as he rose, seized on Danton's hand, 
which he squeezed cordially, observing, you know, 
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Danton, that I have in you the most unbounded con- 
fidence." 

*5 Now then you can prove it, continued the latter, 
trust your safety in our hands. • 

" Wliy not, exclaimed Marat, with rage, tell him 
the whole truth at once ! Is he already a king, that 
it requires subterfuges ? My loixl, when Cromwell 
wished to reign, he led Charles to the block. 

" And he reigned honourably and peaceably, added 
Billaud de Varennes. 

" Until that moment I had been silent, but apalled 
by this horrid mode of reasoning, and the atrocious and 
butcher-like gestures of Marat ; how, gentlemen, ex- 
claimed I, penetrated with horror, how then, would 
you dare to commit regicide ?" 

I had hardly dropped the word, when the conspira- 
tors, like so many furies, started up. The duke of 
Orleans on one side, Danton on the other, interposed 
in vain, the one his authority, the other his Stentorian 
voice ; they neither hear, nor obey. They surround 
me, they abuse me in coarse language, and threaten 
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me. An involuntary movement made me atffempt to 
grasp the hilt of my swoi'd, forgetting that I had left 
it in the. antichamber ; this gesture exasperated the 
assassins, for what othef name can I give them? 
Marat leaps towaixls me, and holds me fast, I discover 
a knife in the hands of RoCondo ; danger and indigna- 
tion add to my strength; I seize on Marat, and stran- 
gle the ruffian, I throw him on a sofe, from which he 
Ms rolling on the floor, and biting the carpet. This 
vigorous resistance inspired them with terror, and' re^ 
stored order. I endeavoured to go away, the duke en- 
treated me to remain, and to forget this scene, which 
he sincerely lamented ; Danton gaBreuhis colleagues a 
severe rebuke, attempted to excuse them in my eye, 
and, supposing that I differed but little in sentiments 
from him, and that I was agreed in principles, opin- 
ions, and projects, he invited us to use our exertions 
for the common cause. The superior interest, in 
which I felt engaged, conquered my reluctance ; I 
soon comprehended, that in order to satisfy my curi- 
osity, that to be useful, I must dissemble. The duke 
personally offered and presented to us refreshing 



$38 '^^^ MAGDALEN 

Hquors.* Marat, ashamed of his overthrow, looked^t 
me maliciously ; Robespierre, pale and trembling, had 
been obliged to sit down. 

^^ The tremendous- delibefation was resumed. But 
my imprudence had damped their minds, and chained 
their tongues. The duke itk vain told the conspirators, 
that I vHia on their sidcy that I thought aa they did; 
the honest sally of my frankness had betrayed me, 
they seemed to read on each other's forehead my en- 
mity and their sentence. 

" Prudence, which an instant of reflection had cdl- 
ed to my aid, suggested to me, that I might dictate to 
them^ Gentlemen, -^d I, you would be bad judges 
of the human heart, if in the unguarded movement, 
which you have witnessed, you could find an apology 
for the captive king, or a reflection on your intentions. 
I am as much opposed as you are to his restoration, 
and, like you, 1 am convinced, that it is necessary to 
seat on the throne a monarch of a popular race. But 
having reflected less than you have on the means 
which you propose, and which you must confess are 
cxtraordinarv, I could not avoid a sensation of fear. 



CHUECHTARIX 239 

The spectacle of a king, hurled from the throne, and 
cast into a dungeon, dying by the dagger of an assassin, 

is calculated to astonish and even to frighten ! 

^' Robespierre interrupted me, now said he, that I 
am acquainted with your error, I think it excusable. 
We do not project a murder I We intend to have 
a legal trial. Louis shall be tried and condemned as 
any other man, and the executioner alone shall be the 
murderer. 

"I should prefer to have him killed in a public 
commotion," said Rotondo. 

" But how shall we screen the communes from 

their responsibility," answered Biilaud de Varennes ? 

" I must confess to you, that these proceedings 

make me extremely uneasy,, observed the candidate 

for royalty, with a sigh." 

^ What a man I" exclaimed Marat, as he stamped 
with hb foot bn the floor. 

" Robespierre, at this moment, taking a paper from 
lus pocket, read a j>lan, by which it was pnq>osed, that 
the day succeeding the duke's inaugtiration, the new 
monarch should summon a ckputy from each depart* 
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ment to judge Lc\m XVI. and none but men to be 
depended upon were to be elected* 

" But Danton insisted upon it, that those delays 
would have a tendency to save the king, and ptortended 
ruin to those, who should have dethroned him, and 
brought him to trial. Whfirtever may be-the success 
of this affair, added he, the most eligible course is the 
death of Louis XVI. and even that is not sufficient-; 
the sap of this royal branch ought to be dried up, un- 
less you wish it to produce new shoots ; you do not 
know the prolific powers of this plant. Why should 
you, besides, look so far for instruments ? They are 
at hand, cawnot the sovereign insurrection, which shatt 
enthrone *one king, rid you of another ? Do you re- 
quire so much precaution, such prepai^ons to take 
off his head, whose crown you have snatched from 
his l>row ? What is the guillotine after all ? A mere 
touch on the neck, Louis's spinal marrow will be as 
obedient, as that of his meanest subject 

^ This cannibal like ^eech spread the countenances 
of the conspirators with a ferocious smile. He, for 
whose benefit murder was to be perpetrated, seemed 
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idonB not to relish it. Rotondo laughed immoderatelyy 
as he whispered to Billaud de Varennes, who, thought- 
^ and pausing, met with a Sardonic smile the san- 
guinary epigrams of his colleagues. 

" Danton, when he resumed his speech, obtained a 
decision, that the insurrection, agreed upon for the 
installation of Philip, should be preluded by the sol- 
emn trial^^uid execution of the prisoners of the Tem- 
ple. But in order to rid the new mcMiarch of all his 
enemies, and that the friends of the ancient king, who 
had shared in his greatness, might also share in his 
disasters, it Avas agreed^ that they should be compre- 
hended in the same proscription. The committee of 
safety of the communes, over which Billaud presided, 
was charged with the execution of those bloody mea- 
sures, ^hich Danton, the minister of justice, was to 
clothe with fictitious legal forms, by countenancing 
them officially. 

**. You may conceive. Sire, the lacerating sensations, 
which torment€d my breast during those infernal ses- 
sions. Robespierre had just dra\vn a firoceaa-verbal 
of the wliole, which he wfiW reading, when the dutch- 
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ess of Orleans entered mUiout being announced. Her 
sudden appearance disconcerted the ccmspiratcnrs^ and 
apalled them..*..What is your wish, Madame, ex- 
ckdmed the duke, as he met her to prevent her ad- 
vancing ? Is this an hour, added he, with temper and 
brutality, to enter my apartment thus abruptly ?..^ 
My presence is always seasonable, answered the dutch- 
ess in angelic accents, when it can prevent crimes. 
Why this assembly ? What is the object of your de- 
liberations ? Who are the gentlemen, that surroimd 
you ? Ah ! my lord duke, what would you be at ^ 
Is it not enough that you no longer condder me as a 
tender wife? Do you wish to punish me as an -ene- 
my ? What do you say, Madame, interrupted Philip> 
who misunderstood the meaning of the last words ? 
Can you even suppose, that any plots are formed 

against your person ? You judge rashly, and do not 

understand me, replied the dutchess ; if I trembled 
for myself alone, I should not be here at this moment. 
I do not value life enougli to save it by asking it of 
you. But there are other trials, with which you can 
assail my heart fnore sensibly ; what do I say ? You 
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are about to inflict them, and it is to stay your hand 
that I fall at your feet. 

** Madame d'Orleans actually embraced her hus- 
band's knees, who much agitated by a scene, which 
he so little expected, helped her up, embraced her 
with warmth, and led her to an arm chair, as he 
wiped his eyes. 

'^ This sudden gust of sensibility disconcerted the 
conspirators ; they formed a group in the comer of 
the room to consult each other, while the dutchess, 
improving the first impression, endeavoured by every 
m^aa to co04>lete her victory. I thought it my duty 
to assist hor ;, full of indignation at the sentences just 
peonounced, and humbled tothink, that a woman could 
plead vrUh more mterest the cause of humanity, my lord, 
«add I to the d^e,6l^y the generous feelings awaken- 
ed in your soul l^ Madame. Whatever favours fate 
ntfiy have in store for 3rou, do not stain them with 
Uood, and above all, do not stain yourself with that of 
your kingM...The dutchess, who was ignorant of half the 
bIoa* understood U fully by these last words. She was 
9t first overcome.*...She was wouoio%^. ;nranable of ut- 
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tering^a word, and seemed tliunder struck. A flood of , 
tears relieved her ; is it possible, exclsdmed she, in a 
doleful accent, is it possible, Aat you- have conceived 

the criminal thought ! I cannot proceed I What 

the blood of Louis XVI ! Your relation L....Your 

king I Oh I what have I done to heaven to see my 

destinies linked with those of such a monster ? As 

she pronounced the last words, she rose, turned her 
head with horror, and fled. Danton advanced ; you 
are about to sacrifice us, said he, but you shall perish 

\vitli us Deprive me of life to screen me from the 

^ght of your crimes Madame, for heaven's sake 

b© calm, added the duke of Orleans.....For heaven's 
sake 1 exclsdmed his virtuous vrife, in the loud accents 
of despair ! Thou darest invoke heaven, and it doe^ 
not crush thee I For whom docs it reserve its ven< 

geance ? And changing her tone and attitude ; but 

what have I said, pursued she ? Alas ! whilst I ex- 
haust my strength in empty threats, perhaps the 
regicide sentence is carried into execution ! Cruel 
men, added she, addressing^ the cmiapiraiaEs ^»i4h 
tearsy wJH-Totrtfefeto^embrue your hands in the blooiL 
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€>f St. Louis ! Ah ! sliould they ever be stained with 
It, the stain cannot be washed but by the effusion of 

your own ! But, no, you s^all not spill that blood I 

You will respect a fettered monarch, whom a long 
captivity and constant humiliations have punished too 
severely for his weakness. Some of you are lathers ; 
you, my Jord duke, are a father I And the unfortunate^ 
Louis is a father also ! What would become of an 
innocent and wretched family, should you tear them 
from parental embraces ? A young and timid virgin, 
a son not less amiable than helpless ; their young 
hands, royal hands, ai'e bruised with fetters ! Well let 
them wear them to the grave ! Let those, who were 
destined to shine on the first Arone in the world, lan- 
guish in a dungeon I But spare, oh I spare ! their 
Other's life ! the life of him, who was once your king, 

and who is still a man, as you ^are ! Ah ! gentlemen, 

I see tears in your eyes, stifle not those magnanimous 
signs of your sensibility. Deserve to become power- 
ful by being ju^ and shewing yourselves humane !.,.. 
" I give but an imperfect sketch of this intercstmg 
and sublime scene, virtue^ disconsolate virtue, batlicd 
y2 
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in tears the bloody hands of crime. The conspirators 
cither through repentance or policy (and the sequd 
shews that policy was their motive) requested Mad- 
ame d'Orleans to subdue her fears, and pledged 
themselves to spare the king's life. Until now they 
have kept their word. 

^^ As early as the next day, I received orders ta 
quit Paris to join the army. Hardly had I arrived) 
when part of the plot of the conspirators was realized,. 
We learn now, that the invasion and progress of his 
Prussian Majesty served as a pretence to the execur 
tioners. 

" Your intention, sire, seems to be to deprive them 
of even a pretence, by acquiescing iu the desires of 
Louis XVI. mine coincidfes^ with yours. Perhaps„a 
happier day will dawn, in which the diplomatic inter- 
ference of your majesty, more than your arms, will 
enable me to realize the projects, which I have form- 
ed for the happiness of my country. Meanwhile, 
^ avert the impending storm, which threatens the duo- 
geon, within the walls of which the king groans. If 
I am allowed to submit my opinion to youf enlighten- 
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ed council, open a Negotiation with those, who direct 
the French helm, which may at the same time accel- 
erate the establishment of a regular administration 
and the libertvof Lquis XVI.** 

Frederick "William had listened to the narration of ^1 ^ 
Dumouriez with that interest which it was calculated 
to inspire. The king's cfbuncil was not less moved 
by his pathetic narration. They deliberated and 
tmanimously advised the retreat of the Prussian army, 
which was immediately effected ; I obtained also, % 
without difficulty, the reddition^ of Longwi and Verdun. 
I enclose, for your majesty, dXi authentic duplicate of 
the secret articles of the negotiation, to which I sub- 
join the king of Prussia's letter. 
ANSWER OF FREDERICK WILLIAM TO LOXJIS X\h 

(Voucher, No. 10.) 

" Cousin, 
" When I led, on the French territory, the veteran 
bands, which the great Frederick had trained to w- 
tory, my intention was to rid France of that monster,^ 
anarchy. Through a ^tality, which I severely lament,. 
t£c means employed to restore onjer serve as a pre- 



248 "^B MAGDALEN 

i 

tence to disturb it more. I should alike betray your 
majesty's wishes, and my personal views, should I 
pursue triumphs, purchased with the bloojd and tears 
of your faithful friends. I shall withdraw, and wait 
^ patiently, under an armed neutrality, the result of the 
great events now in debate. 

" After informing your majesty of my intentions aft 
a kiag, let me be allowed to express my wishes as jl 
relative and friend. If I were permitted to bbast o£ 
the sensations, which these relations excite in my bo- 
som, I should not confine my ?eal to ^mpty protesta- 
^ons. 

*' Upon which I pray God, cousin, to have you iik 
his holy keeping, and to restore your majesty without 
delay to entire liberty.** 

(Signed) Frederick William. 

Such was the recital of the envoy. When Louis 
read it, he was, at the same time, thunderstruck with 
the villainy of the duke of Orleans, with the atrocious 
policy of his advisei's, with the machiavelism of Du- 
mouriez, and the tortuous politics of the king of Prus- 
^ What soothed the lacerated heart of the unfortu- 
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aate monarch, under the weight of this base treachery,, 
was thereilecdon, that peace was agsdn snuling on the 
frontiers, since the retreat of the Prussian army; and he 
derived great comfort from the information of the 
celestial courage, displayed by the virtuous dutches^ 
of Orleans. Thus a kind providence mixes drops of 
consolation in the cup of aflHiction, to convince us, th9t 
-while justice deals the blow, mercy does not forsake 
US) and that chastisements are more proportioned ta 
our weakness, than to God*s severityr 



SIXTH NIGHT. 



LET us resuifte the details of my new confinement 
in the abbey. 

The compamons of my misfortune were separated 
from me, when we entered this prison, and were 
lodged in solitary cells. Some dismal recollections 
were attached to my new habitation. It had been 
occupied during the dreadful massacres of September 
by M. de Montmorin, the king's minister, Thierry 
his valet de chambrc, and abbes Rastignac and L'En- 
fant, two respectable old men, who, from the chapel, 
where they gave absohition to the victims claimed by 
the executioners, descended with the same calm and 
resignation to the gates, where they became martyrs 
themselves. 
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I remsdned but one night in this sad mansion ; the 
next day, I was transferred to the Conciergerie. I was 
shut up in solitary confinement, and remained there 
two hours, after which, the door of my dungeon was 
opened, and a bailiff, after calling me by name, con- 
ducted me before a magistrate. 

In a large office, in a remote part of the court house, 
were seated two men, dressed in black, having on their 
heads hats covered with plumes and decorated with a 
tricoloured riband. One of them was the president, 
and the other the clerk of the extraordinary tribunal 
established on the 17th. of August, to judge those ac- 
cused of the crime of counter revolution. These 
gentlemen interrogated me in a superficial manner, 
on my relations with the royal family. They were 
not ignorant of the motive of my first arrestation, but 
whether they considered this -of little importance, or 
rather, whether the first interrogation was a mere 
matter of form, I had no reason to find fault with their 
questions. When they had examined me, they or^red, 
that I should be transferred to the Temple. I thought, 
that my devotedness for the royal prisoners being 
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lcm>wn, they wished to punish me by loading me with 
the same chains ; I esteemed this arbitrary act as a re- 
ward, said, elated with, joy, sat out with the guard, and 
proceeded to the tower. 

They confihed nte to the antichamber of the apart- 
ment, where I had slept when I first visited the king. 
X was not long alone ; they Introduced me into the 
apartment itself. 

My astonishment cannot be described, atid my grief 
was equal to my wonder, when opposite to a table 
covered with a green carpet, and at which were seated 
three judges, I saw Messrs. Malesherb^s, Chamilly, 
and Clery. They stood with their heads uncovered, 
1 was placed near them in the same po!$tur6. I then 
understood, that we appeared before the tribunal, which 
4iad already ^gnalized its existence by a merciless 
severity. 

The judge, whb acted as pi*esid&rit, idlowied us to 
be seated. Four paces from us, there remained an 
'empty seat. A woman was soon introduced ; her no- 
h\e deportment, her lofty mien, her proud looks, an- 
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nounced the queen. I cannot conceal what an effect 
this unexpected encoun.ter had on^s ; we had not yet 
been habituated to see royal majesty bend under pop- 
ular power. 

We rose when Antoinette entered, the president 
invited her to be seated, and ordered us to dvthe same. 
I obeyed, manifesting to her majesty by a look, how 
involuntary this want of respect was in me. 

The proceedings commenced ; the clerk read the 
charge preferred against us, it was short, and contained 
two principal points. The correspondence of tho 
queen with the chiefs of the emigrants armed against 
France, and the means by which the friends of Antoi- 
nette facilitated this correspondence ; she was accused 
of carrying it on, and w^ were^ accuspd of procuring . 
the means. There were agsdnst us but vague cir- 
cumstances, founded more on presumption than upon 
evidence, they offered against her a more material 
proof. 

In fact, one of the judges, who acted as reporter, 
produced) to substantiate the accusation, a pravat of 
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muslin, the hem of whicb contamed a long strip of 
fine paper. On this strip the following letter, which 
was read, was written. 

LKTTER OF THE QUEEN WITHOUT DIRECTION. 

(VouCHERj'No. 11.) 

" I^am told that there are two parties existing, one 
desirous of restoring to the king that power transmit- 
ted to him by Henry IV. the other of rendering his 
authority more firm by limiting it. These two rival 
* parties injure each other by ' their divi^ons ; united 
they might command and give birth to events. But to 
efibct their union, which the king approves, they ask 
the sacrifice of my rights, of my maternal love i They 
exact that hurled from the throne, I should be con- 
founded and mingle with the crowd. Such are the 
proposals made to me, and here is my answer. 

I should be more base, and become more guilty than 
the rebels, who have loaded me with chains, if I could 
stoop to purchase my liberty upon the conditions offer- 
ed. Daughter of an emperor, the wife of a monarch, 
and the mother of the Djiuphin of France, I must live 



256 '^'^ MAGDALEN 

\vith a crown on my head, or lojse my life^ My sta- 
tion is the throne or the scaffold. "Royal blood of Ma- 
ria Theresa ! I shall pour thee as pure as I have re- 
ceived thee ; and you noble child, whom nature made 
my son, whom the laws will make my sovereign, you- 
shall never have to complain of my. want of love or 
respect One day, when you shall have recovered 
from our oppressors the bloody inheritance of your 
forefathers, you will repeat with gratitude ; " Jintoi?. 
nette di^damed &fe^ and refuaed liberty y rather thanfiur* 
chase either by disgrace** 

A short silence succeeded the reading of tbiis letter^ 
during which a disdainful pride displayed itself in the 
attitude^ and darted from the looks of the queen. M. 
de Malesherbes, that philosopher, habituated to read 
on the countenance the feelings of the soul, was struck 
with the great character of the princess ;. I could not 
view her without emotion, and even her judges looked 
at her with veneration. Do you own this letter, said 
the president to her ?,....! wrote merely to express my 
sentiments, but since it is known, it gratifies my 
pride... .Who' are your accomplices ?...„This question. 
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premises, that I hare already answered another affirm- 
atively. Accomplices I Who told you that I had 

any ? Your letter is an answer to proposals made 

Do you then believe me ungrateful enough to name 
their authors? The law bids you do it... Justice for- 
bids it The proofs, required by justice, through the 

means of the law, manifest clearly, that they stand by 
your side If you know them, why do you interro- 
gate me on the subject ? 

M . de Malesherbes could no longer contain him- 
self, and remain silent ; Mr. president, exclaimed he, 
as he flew from his seat, you have asserted that those, 
to whom the queen has written, and whom you are 
pleased to call her accomplices, were known to you ; 
you have added, that they stood at her side ; pray, sir, 
do you mean to implicate us ? The president answer* 
ed that apostrophe by observing, that truth soon re- 
vealed would easily confound imposture, whose pim- 
ishment the law should inflict. 

Then addressing the i^neen, Madame, said he, this 
heroism, which you so loudly proclaim, 4s but a mask 
for your disdimuladon. Your letter proves, that two 
z2 
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parties exist, one with an intention to restore the king- 
to the fulness of his powers, and that sovereignty just 
conquered by the people ; the other to consolidate his 
authority by modifying it ; both concur to rescue your 
husband from the captivity imposed on him by the rep- 
resentatives of the nation. Although the two Bactions 
seem to have different views, yet we have the proof, 
that those views coincide in some degree. The fir^ 
link of this conspiring chain, prepared to shackle 
liberty, is placed on the borders of the Rhine, the last 
is made fast in Paris, and we have hold of it. 

Antoinette, pleased as much as surprised, that this 
affair, by a ^se appearance, that was Bsivourable to 
her, would mislead the tribunal, which she wished to 
deceive, answered the president ; I have already de- 
clared to you, sir, that I not only acknowledge this 
letter, but that I esteem it an hmiourable production. 
Could you, gentlemen, without bSfa^g the most unjust 
of men, impute to me as a crime sentiments the most 
natural, and the most magnanimous? 1 conspire to < 
restore to the king his crown and his liberty ; I do nofc 
deny it. Which of you in my situation would act dif- 
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ferently ? All dethroned monarchs conspire to regain 
their empire. Every prisoner conspires to regain his 
liberty. Let their oppressors add to their vigilance.- 
You ferther say ; that my hopes are concentrated in the 
phalanxes beyond the Rhine ; I will confess that also. 
Surrounded by persecutors and enemies, is it not 
natural, that I should acceptthe services of those, who 
&jr fram me have armed in my defence ? Do you re- 
fuse those, who arm in yours ? ^d since the armies 
£»re both in the field, is it not the duty of both to make 
every exertion to gain the victory ? Where are the laws, 
that forbid me to make the attempt ? Proud enemies ! 
pompous rivals of kings I What kings do you wish to 
resemble by enacting such decrees I Witli respect to 
the agents, whom you think you have discovered, with 
that frankness, which I profess, 1 think I ought to re- 
move your error. A faithful dove deceived my guai*ds, 
said your b<^ts to biirfg me from the etherial regions a 
r£^ of hope. Who addressed it ? I know not. I intend- 
> edto have deposited under his protecting wing the hem, 
which contained my answer. Revolutionary magistrates I 
Shall a timid dove inspire you with fears ? If you wish 
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for blood, 'come to the dungeon allotted me for a walk, 
tliere you majrseize the state criminal, and sacrifice 
his cons{Hring exbtence to the security of state I 

It is impossible to form an idea of the sarcastic tone, 
which modulated the queen's voice, when she uttered 
the last words ; of the hilarity, which spread oiur 
countenances, and of the consternation mixed with 
rage excited in the judges. After a moment of si- 
lence» the result of shame and embarrassment, during 
which Antwnette confoimded them with her triumph- 
ant looks, the president collected himself, and, in a 
low and faultering vdice, consulted his colleagues, 
then in quivering accents he pronounced the order of 
our release. Madame, said he, to the queen, my 
opinion and my duty forbid me to form wishes for the 
suf:cess of your projects against the new government. 
But greatness of soul, energy of character, and calm 
presence of mind, are admirable at all times, and I 
cannot refrain from paying homage to those great 
qualities, which distinguish you. Antoinette ix)sei 
crossed the hall with that dignity becoming the daugh- 
ter of Maria Theresa, and bowed to us with a calm 



GBURCUTARIX ^261 

Kidifierence. Clery was permitted to remain in the 
Temple ; I weat out with the companicms of my cap- 
tivity, who immediately set out to repair to. M. de 
Malesherbes' country seat. 

Edwin, who had experienced much uneasiness in 
consequence of my new axrestation, embraced me with 
the most sincere emotion. Rumour, which had in- 
formed him. of my detention, had strangely deviated 
from the truth ; my pupil thought, that I had becB 
«ondemned to follow Laporte and Durosoy to the scaf- 
fold, therefore the pleasure, which he felt, when we 
met, was m propoition to his former alarms, I observ- 
ed, that he dared not mention the prisoners ; I gave 
him some account of them. He was enchanted with 
the bold determination, and with the triumph of the 
queen. She is fortunate, observed he, to be able to 
oppose a firni character and a bold countenance to the 
severity of events and circumsfeinces. Alas I the only 
arms of h^r daughter are her sweet disposition and 
amiable weakness I Fitz-Asland blushed, as he spoke 
these words, and stopped, fearing that he had said too 
much, and that he had otFended me. But seizing his 



hsmd; veil) my child^ said I, to him, how* do yoa 
manage the wound of your heart ! Ah ! my dear 
papa, answi&red he, each instant festers and enlarges 
it. In vain does reason paint the immense dbtance 
between me and the object of my love, love more cap- 
Uous^ more dexterous,, brings her nearer to me. It 
even transforms tlje obstacles of an irksome captivity 
into means of success. In feet, are there no examples 
of gratitude's obtaining what policy would refuse ? Ifi • 
had snatched my adorable princess from the horrors oi 
a dungeon, fix>m the daggers of her assassins, who, 
more than I, would have a right to share her exist- 
ence ? Would she not be pledged to complete the 
hap{>iness of him, who had restored her to the sweets . 
of libeity ? Oh ! continued my pupil with sentimen- ' 
tal enthusiasm, why cannot I, by any m^ans whatever, 
deliver her from the dark abode, where she languish- 
es ? Why Ctinnot I carry her off in my loving arms, 
and, burthened with that precious load, waft h^r be- 
yond the seas ? There she would meet no ambitious 
demagogues, who demolish the throne of a king to 
raise that of fortune ; nor hardened souls, which are 
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not melted by the tears of beauty. There in an ob- 
scure retreat, in a rural retirement, my only hap^miess, 
celestial ^nd beloved girl, would be to be instrumental 
in thine ! Destined to adorn a throne, I should wish 
the^ to reign on surrounding ^objects. With what 
joy would thy lover swear to thee eternal allegiance ! 
What pleasure ! What ecstasy ! To raise for thee 
with my o\yn hands, a throne of turf, to fan and shade 
- thy charms with the green foliage, forming a verdant 
dome over ttiy enchanted form ! To place on thy in- 
noc^ilt brow a crown of the freshest flowers ! To 
co^npose thy court of the smiling beauties- of the ham* 
let, whose glory thy attractions would constitute, 
whose delight thy goodness enhance I And to detain, 
a^ the reward of tliose tender cares. Mid this pure 

love, a $weet glance, a seducing smile ! Ah ! my 

dear papa, ^dded .Edwin with tears in his eyes, and 
91 smile on his lips, is not my project delightful ? 

3ehol^g With less horror the executioners of the 
royal family, less ^palled by surrounding dangers 
YfHch threatened it, far from participating in the 
chimerical projects of my pupil's, I ought to have ex- 
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crted my influence tp bring him back to his right 
senses by the ascendancy and authority, which my 
age, as well as my <:haracler, my professi(»i, and my 
principles gave me over him. But how could I resist 
Ae emotion excited \^ the glittering axe ccmstantly 
suspended over those precious heads. Could any one 
be scrupulous on the jneans of averting it ? Fitz-As* 
land, by his birth, his fortune, his amiableness, and his 
connexions, might influence powerftiUy the destinies 
of the, king. The last disaster, which I had experi* 
enced, and in which the unfortunate queen had beea 
implicated, removed my scruples. I calculated the 
powQ.r of a lever directed l^ love, and silencing the 
remonstrances of rigid morals, I resolved.to make use 
of that instrument. Y^ there might have arisen some 
inconvenience, and it would have been indecent to 
flatter in my pupU a pas^on, which I wished to ren- 
der useful, but which I disapproved. I exposed to 
him the dangers of it in a superficial manner, leaving 
to his heait and imagination the inquiry of seeking 
for a remedy. I'erhaps this conduct of mine was not 
free fix>m imprudence. It is however free from 
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reproach. Wo to him ! who should see any thing m 
it but the purest friendship, and an absolute devoted- 
ness to the r6yal famyy. 

Two days elapsed, during which I was tormented 
with a severe fever. Not daring to trust any one to 
cOTtinue inquiries, and to make new attempts, I bare- 
fy permitted Edwin some evening walks. When the 
city was wrapt in darkness, he occasionally sallied out 
under a grey cloak, and by the light of the lamps used 
to take his stand in a solitary comer, facing the tower 
of the Temple. There his time of watching was 
divided into two equal portions. During the first, he 
attempted to observe, in the interior of the Temple, 
the movements of the prisoners, and of those, who 
surrounded them, and this observation was rendered 
daily more difficult, by the progress of the enclosures, 
which were constantly added to the prison. The 
second part was employed in modulating, in a soft 
tone on the fhite, some romantic airs, which were not 
answered the first evening, but had been listened to, 
and were answered on the second by the repetition of 

the same airs on the piano forte'.' By the execution 
A a 
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and masterly touchy my pupil judged, that the queeB 
herself answered him ; a melancholy and sweet S3rm* 
phony having succeeded, Edwin had no longer any 
doubt, but that k was produced by the fingers of Ma> 
ria Theresa. He even persuaded lumself, that he 
must have been recognised, and that the piano had 
answered him, and not his flute. Happy delu^on of 
lovers ! Are the pleasures, which they derive from 
reality, equal to tho^ affbixled to them by thy power ? 
Take thy magic veil from them, and thou destrpy«st 
their happiness. 

On the third day, the fever, which tormented me, 
became alarming ; it was on the twenty first of Sep- 
tember. It increased strangely, when the evening pa- 
pers brought me the news of the day. The convention 
had held its first setting, and had signalized it, by de- 
claring France a republic. My opinion and my sen- 
timents are not entirely averse to that form of gov- 
ernment, without doubt the most reascmable, and prob- 
ably the most natural. Bom under a constitution, in 
which powers, duly balanced between the monarch 
and the people, maintain a perfect equilibrium ; bred 
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from my in^cy in the principles of Delolme, and 
accustomed to discuss, and judge the operations of 
our parliaments, I could not be inimical to a constitu- 
tion, which placed France under a similar system. 
But I confess, that it was not without fears, and Avith- 
•ut horror, that I heard the sacred word refiubtic from 
the mouths of the most sanguinary men. It seemed 
to me, that they silcntiy decreed the death of royalty, 
that they disgraced the cradle of independence. It 
belonged to the most virtuous men to proclaim that 
government, which supposes and commands all the 
virtues. 

Manuel, who visited me on the next day, removed 
my fears in some degree. Events hurried us away 
observed he, in their rapid iiight, we were compeUed 
to yield. Before we mentioned the deriiocratic form, 
our intention was to blend it with the system of mon- 
archy, to make it take root in public opinion, in the 
popular morals ; for the revolution now under opera- 
tion wants but men. But the demagogues, who believe 
that overleaping all bounds is to arrive at the desired 
point, wished to decree a revolutionary government, 
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that is, to arm legally tiie public administration and the 
revolted mobs with the funeral torches of the second 
of September. We have in some measure averted 
the evil, if our victory is not complete, their defeat 
is so. 

The inauguration, of the 'republic, whose name 
promises a regular government, destroys anarchy ; 
d^Orleans and his party stand trembling on the sum- 
ipit of the momitain, and the choice of the principal 
dignitaries of the assemjbly completes their confusion. 
We swept from the hall the filthy and bloody scum 
vomited by the communes. Petion, in other words, 
prudence and humanity preside, l^et us hope better 
of the destinies of France. Let us be composed 
respecting those of the kipg ; in v^n, the file leaders 
of facli(Mi universally preach the absolute necesdty of 
his trial, the majority of the convention is as pure as 
energetic It will not permit any thing, which may 
inflict a wound on justice or on true liberty. Between 
us, the greatest honour, which might be afforded 
Louis, would be a trial, which would divulge all his 
virtues in their native lustre ; his enemies will notb^ 



CHURCHTABB. • 269 

awkward enough to bring him to it. But, once more, 
whatever may be the progress of events, we shall be 
there. Petion is in full possession of his wisdom ; 
Vergniaud scatters the sparks of his thundering elo- 
quence ; and Gaudet has not lost his energy. Wc 
cannot despair of those, who by a dexterous and bold 
manoeuvre, have removed all pretences for seditions 
and murders, by obliging a powerful enemy to quit 
our frontiers. It is true, that Dumouriez conspires, 
but can he be more dangerous than d'Artois or Con- 
d6 ? A few days more, and the traitor shall be depriv- 
ed of all his powers. He may then go to the court of 
St. James, or to that of Berlin to claim the price of 
his services. With respect to us, not less engaged in 
doing good, than in preventing evil, our public dilties 
* commence, our secret committees must cease. Fare- 
well, sir, you will always see me in the path of honour 
and tmth. 

These last words explained fully, that the political 
intrigue of Manuel had taken a new direction. It 
was clear, that I should no longer participate in it, 

that it was confined to the saving of the king's life^ 
Aa2 
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and aimed perhaps at restoring his liberty, but without 
any attempt, as in the first instance, to secure the 
crown for hb son^ Those, who composed his party, 
were either republicans or philosophers. Toulan 
viewed the first as a set of ambitious men, and since» 
either by calculation or chance, they wished to seize 
on the helm of state, there was no probability, that 
they would consent to give it up. I contented my- 
self with believing in their probity, of which they had 
given me so many proofs ; but I allowed them no 
farther anxiety for a cause, which ceased to be, the 
means of their own elevation. All duly considered, 1 
concluded there was no resource left but Toulan. 

About this time Fitz-Asland, who had discovered 
the. possibility of hiring the tliird story of a house 
facing the tower of the Temple, asked my Jeave to do 
it. I consented to his request, advising him not to 
expose himself too much. He assured me, that I 
had nothing to apprehend, and that he would not even 
excite a suspicion. Mrs. Melwood, said he, and my 
dear Fanny will take the lease, and will occupy the 
premises. When, it is fitted for their reception, I 
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9ba)l introdiice you there, my dear papa, and I shall 
have the pleasure to present you to the ladies. In ad- 
dition to the enjoyment of their company, you will 
have no objection to a full view of the Temple. I 
have told you, that I would be useful to the prison* 
^rs, you see that I begin to fulfil my word. 

Although my fever did not abate, the turn of affairs^ 
laigmienting daily my alarms for the fate of the king, 
J resolved to call on Toulan. Obstacles are multi- 
plied, said he to me, as soqn as he saw me, we must 
increase our activity, address, and energy. The com- 
munes have just decreed, that the prisoners should be 
separated ; I no longer perceive any means to corres- 
pond daily with them. Besides, the regicide Action 
distribute loud addresses, in which they demand the 
lung's trial, should it take place, what will be the issue ? 
The most pressing point now is to prevent it ; this 
is the queen's will, with whom I spoke a few woi'ds. 
She insists upon our putting our project to the test, 
and it is my advice. 

I told Toulan, that I agreed with him, and asked 
him wh^t progress he had m^e ? He answered me ^ 
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ray partisans as well as m3rself neglect nodiing to pre* 
pare the people's minds to receive a second impres- 
sion, which we wish to make. We observe the dis- 
contented, and add daily to their number. We watch 
the pride- of the nobles, whom the revolution has de- 
prived of lucrative employments ; the avarice of mer- 
chants, whose fortunes are threatened ; the fears of 
the owners of real estates, about to be stripped of 
their all ; those clergymen, whose ministry is imput- 
ed to them as a crime ; the greatest part of the magis- 
tracy, hurled from the seat of the Lillies into vulgar 
dust and obscurity ; an infinity of individuals attached 
to enjoyments forbidden by the new order of things, 
and to a repose, which it interrupts ; the persons en- 
dowed with glowing imaginations and feeling hearts, 
and many women ; such are finally those, who com- 
pose our army. The first division, which inhabit Paris, 
is perfectly known to us, and we can depend upon it, 
A signal will assemble them, they will rally and march 
under a devoted chief; as to auxiliary troops, if we 
can trust our correspondence, they are not less nu- 
merous, nor less faithM. Our hopes are as firmly 
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'established abroad, and our successes as certain. 
Through the secret, but certain channels of a counter 
diplomacy, we are assured of the immediate approba- 
tion of the conspiracy by the emperor. We are be- 
^des encouraged to hope for the assistance of the 
king of Sardinia, and that of the queen of Naples; 
ioaUy, if Spain does not declare openly for us, she will 
not declare against us. It is even highly probable, 
that we shall obtain her mediation in an aHair, in which 
she will dictate the conditions. You see, that we have 
managed internally and externally, stimulated, and 
armed all the personal interest, whose unity is linked 
by natural ties to the general cause. Now, when shall 
we exhibit the political drama, which we have plotted, 
whose display we have organized ? The solution of 
this question depends on events, and their circum- 
stances. We observe the thermometer of the times ; 
it will alone hasten and determine the explosion. 

I was not displeased with this sketch of his plan. 
Besides the prospect of success, which it seemed to 
announce, it presented a greater enterprise, clear in 
its design, less complicated, with a more detemiined 
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object than that of Manuel. Ambition not less tKaij 
the love of country was the soul of his projects, 
and those (M. de MjJeshei'bes excepted) who com- 
posed his party, aimed individually at becoming the 
chiefs of the country, as much as its deliverers. 
Toulan, on the contrary, in all his desires, opinions, 
and attempts, had no other objects than the liberty, 
the triumph, and the restoration of the* royal family. 
It is true, that in order to succeed, it was not only ne- 
cessary to vn*est the dagger from the hand of the as- 
sassin, but even the reins of government from the 
hands of the republicans ; and this double operadon 
presented many difficulties. Perhaps the decisions of 
a barbarous policy might have extended vengeance to 
both, and smote with the royal sword the enemies and 
the friends of the country ; I should have held this 
act of injustice in abhorrence, nor was it the inten- 
tion of Toulan, who more a lover, than a royalist, as I 
have already observed, contemplated, in the success of 
the conspiracy, the victory of Antoinette, rather than 
that of royalty. But admitting that it should be crown- 
ed with favourable results, prudence and justice fwr- 
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bade the shedding of innocent blood ^ and it was with 
a sigh, that I foresaw the cruel necessity of destrojring 
the most guilty. But to doom to a general proscidp- 
^n indinduals, whose only fault was to entertain opin- 
ions different from those of the victors, would have re- 
sembled the juri^rudence of the thirteenth century, 
it would have been the application of the detestable 
maxims of Machiavel, the conduct of cannibals [ 

This reflection made ais resolve, that, as much as 
possible, the decisive impulsion of the insurrection 
proposed, should be ccmfided to as few as possible, 
conspicuous for their wisdom, whose energy should be 
above the sway of passion, and subject to their judg* 
xaent, that the crimes of terror might not be out 
d<Mie by those of a dangerous reaction. 

As to the vulgar, who see nothing but what is shewn 
to them, events remained stationary from that epoch 
until the 1 1th. of December, the day on which the king 
was summoned to the bar of the convention, and was 
{or the first time examined. I shall not here enu- 
merate the tyrannical precautions taken by the com- 
imunes towards the prisoners, nor mention the visit, 
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which they received from four members of the as- 
sembly. All those details, of which I obtained but mi 
indirect account, have been recorded at full length, 
either in the periodical publications of the times, in 
the materials prepared by compilers for the historian 
of the revolution, or in the jounud of Clery. But 
what those divers writings, those lying, or timid pub* 
lications have not made known, what the crowd could 
not observe, I shall now reveal to you. 

It is observed, that necessity is the mother of inven- 
tion, I believe it ; but I know another parent of in- 
vention more amiable, not less zealous and ingenious, 
it is love. That, which Fitz-Asland felt for the king's 
daughter, had not confined itself to the melancholy of 
beholding his beloved object, and in being seen by her. 
He had invented a plan to establish, not between her 
and himself (he was too much penetrated with respect 
to expose, to the chance of an indelicate indiscreticxi^ 
the reputati(Mi of the young princess) but between 
me and the prisoners, a constant communication and 
regular correspondence. I was agreeably surprised, 
when he introduced me into the house, which he ha4 
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procured opposite to the tower. I was received by Mrs. 
Melwood, who appeared to ine very worthy of having 
ins{m*ed a passion, and deserved to exdte regrets. 
We had so many motives for mutual friendship and 
^confidence, without adding that, which is excited by 
the ties of country, that we were soon acquainted. 
She cherished Edwin, as she had cherished his fa- 
ther, sanctioning, in some manner, that affection by . 
that of a motlier, which she felt for the young man. 
She and Miss Fanny, whom I did not see during the 
first visit, had very readily consented to the wishes of 
my pupil. They had left, for a short time only, their 
dwelling in Seine Street, to take possession of this. 
The mournful aspect of this Gothic tower, the spec- 
tacle of the sad sports of fate, cruelly exercised on the 
wretched inmates, who inhabit this dismal dungeon, 
were suited to the disposition of Mrs. MelWood. In 
the apartment, whet-e she receivedine, she had placed 
a small organ, whose sounds in a louder or softer 
tone answered at will to those, which escaped the 
walls of the Temple. But nay pupil had not limited 

his industry to this mode of communicadon alone. 
Bb 
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Over Mrs. Melwood's chamber, in a closet of an 
octagonal form, open on four sides, he had prepared 
an apparatus of optics, by means of which, white let- 
ters, obser^d in the king's apartment on a black 
ground, were immediately reflected inversely in a plane 
mirror, which transmitted them to a convex glass, 
where they were magnified and legible; that was 
^ufBcient to learn what happened to the pris(Hiers, and 
to receive their orders ; it was of no use to give them 
answers or information. In order to accomplish this 
purpose, Edwin employed a variety of stratagems. 
When he wished to communicate the news of the day, 
the oriental correspondence was resorted to ; several 
flower pots, placed in the order agreed upon, were 
sufiicient for the communication; but when it was 
requisite to inform the prisoners of an unforeseen in- 
cident, then large moveable letters, of a striking colour, 
framed and on a dark ground, exhibited the necessary 
words ; several flambeaux, placed on an elevation in 
the interior part of the closet, and veiled by a trans* 
p^irent curtain, replaced during the night, the absence 
of the flower pots. Such was the correspondence of 
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the eyes. The queen's piano, Mrs. Melwood's organ, 
and Edwin's flute, established that of the ears. My 
pupil had been engaged for some days in extending 
the first in a very interesting manner. In order to 
succeed, it became necessary to resolve the problem 
of the application of optics to mechanics. What will 
not zeal, fermented by love, accomplish ? He succeed- 
ed; he united by a very ingenious invention, the 
effects of the reflectmg mirror to those of the chamera 
edscuruj and without the assistance of the light of the 
sun, necessary to the latter ; he obtained, on frames 
prepared for the purpose, the animated, moving, and 
coloured images of the ptisoners, and a picture of 
their occupations. The first time that he beheld the 
resemblance of the innocent Maria Theresa, he fell 
on his knees, remained in extacy, immoveable, and 
deprived of utterance, tears dropping from bis eyes 
fixed on the heavens, betrayed alone his joy and ex- 
quisite pleasure. 

I thought I ought to reward such ardent love, and 
such a delicate solicitude, by an unreserved confidence, 
and I imparted to him fully the projects in which I 
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was engaged ; Mrs. Melwood and his sister h«ard} 
this communication, and all were delighted with it. 
We agreed to make their house the office of commu- 
nication between the king and the party engaged in, 
his rescue ; and not to expose ourselves, and defeat the 
utility of our project, we agreed to admit but two per- 
sons, whose fidelity had been tried. 

While we were thus preparing, by addi*ess, sue* 
cessfes for open force, the struggle, commenced be- 
tween the faction of the demagogues and the republican^ 
party, became daily more alarming ajad scandalous. 
Since the solemn denunciation brought forward by 
I^ouvet against Robespierre, the national hall resound- 
ed with vociferations excited by irritated passions. 
The wise men,, and the true friends of their country, 
attempted in vain to establish, upon a firm basis, the 
labric of the new government ; a ferocious horde, 
spoke of nothing but destruction, and wished to sub- 
merge in blood the ruins with which they had covered, 
the face of the republic. The republic ! that name 
was written upon every wall, on the frontispieces of 
palaces, on the ceilings of tlie temples, and on the 
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cockades of the citizens. But despotism was seated 
every where, and tyranny had taken possession of 
France. Marat dipped his pen in blood, Herbert stain- 
ed his paper with the mud of the dirtiest lanes, abso- 
lute equality was recommended in all the accents 
of debauchery and crime. 

The progress of the Orlean faction was visible and^ 
frightful ; at each instant the credit of the republicans 
in the assembly received some new check. Toulan 
felt the necessity of rendering an account to the king 
of the state of affairs. His majesty answered by means 
of the optical telegraph. 

BILLET OF LOUIS XVI. COPIED FROM A CONCAVE 
MIRROR. 

(Voucher, No. 12.) 

<< I thank my faithful friends. The i^ueen and my 
femily share my sentiments.^ We wish to know the 
number and moral qualifications of the chiefs, who 
have declared themselves in our favour. A scrupu- 
lous examination is indispensable at Paris. An exact, 
correspondence with our friends abroad ; a journey in 
Bb2 
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the provinces. Thmk of this plan, and continue to^ 
communicate your ideas." 

Our deliberation was short, the king's wishes were 
orders for us ; on the very same evening a genci'al as- 
sembly of the chiefs of the enterprise was convocated ; 
I was admitted among them for the first time. 
• It was composed of thirty individuals. A person, 
who was supposed to have emigrated, presided over 
them. I observed several men of note under the old 
government, two prelates, some clergymen, and a c(Mi- 
siderable number of public functionaries, most of them 
members of the communes.. Toulan did not act in 
tliis assembly the most important part, he was satis- 
lied with exciting their passions, in communicating 
ihe warmth of his desires, and in rendering himself 
the most useful member. 

The knowledge of my notorious and sincere attach- 
ment to the king's person was familiar to the mem- 
bers, and I was received with much indulgence. I 
read his majesty's letter, which became the subject of 
deliberation. I was then coni4nced, that among the 
royalists, as among the partizans of other opinions, the 
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selfishness^ which Toulan had mentioned, \vas the main 
considcr^;tfbh. . In the various speeches delivered on 
the occasion, I obseiTed,^ that the nobles had but little 
regard for the raagistmtes, who, in return, did not es- 
teem them much more ; that the ministers had a sov- 
ereign contempt for all who were not clergymen, and, 
that if they all rallied round the members of the com- 
munes, it was because interest and necessity compel- 
led them to do so. I can assert firmly, that there were 
not two men, who, like me, loved the king for himself^ 
and who served him even contrary to their own opin- 
ions. 

On the whole, the appearance of the plot devised 
for his triumph was promising ; the^public .sentiment,, 
which had ripened in silence, waited only a signal to 
manifest itself. At the communes, in the sections, 
in the popular assemblies, in the great manufacturing 
establishments, and even on the public squares, the 
chiefs were ready. A word from the king, a gesture 
from the man, whom he^honoured with his confidence, 
would set in motion the vast machine, which afler 
crushing tyranny, would annihilate it. The internal 
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and external correspondence promised the Happiest 
results. The corps of the emigrants, under the prince 
de Cond6 and count d'Artois, augmented daily, the 
emperor had promised to invade France, the moment 
the king should be insulted. England had forsaken the 
party of anarchy ; as to the powers of the second order, 
they would follow the impulsion of those of the first. 
The dispositions of the departments, and especially 
those of the west, were not less favourable, nor less 
to be depended upon. 

I had already remarked, that there was in the con- 
spiracy an absolute perfection, which created doubts 
in my mind. All its parts seemed adapted to each 
other with so much precision, that they appeared to 
constitute a whole without a chasm, without a fault ; 
all was foreseen, every one was to march, every thing 
was about to succeed. I had never observed, unless 
it was in romances, that enterprises of that kind could 
be effected without obstacles. I feared also the natural 
weakness of the king, who would hesitate and tem- 
porize again, as he had done so many times before. 
Without speaking of other apprehensions, those em- 
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t^arrassments, which none seemed to foresee, and 
which were not even mentioned, were alone sufficient 
to retard, to arrest, and perhaps even to destroy the 
conspiracy. May heaven, which protects persecuted 
innocence, exclsdmed I, avert this fatal presentiment ! 
As the account, which I had to render to the king, 
was the most satisfactory, it w^s thought unnecessary 
to take a journey through the provinces. The week- 
ly returns, which were received, presented, in fact 
plausible motives for hope and confidence. 

In this turmoil, an assembly of legislators, trans- 
formed into a tumultuous are?ia^ on which virtuous and 
eloquent Athletes^ numerous but scattered about, and 
without a chief, struggled against a small number of 
energetic and. well disciplined desperadoes j a versa- 
tile government, wandering without fixed principles, 
and without com/iaas on a tumultuous revolutionary 
ocean ; a municipality, that had usurped the popular 
sovereignty, with which it was intoxicated ; assem- 
blies of sections, political societies, in which tlie fer- 
vour of a civic enthusiasm was mixed with the deli- 
rium of ambition, and the fury of assassinations ; %, 
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people^ uncertain of their destiny, doubtful of their 
own safety, in an error resecting the merits of the 
times, deceived by men and seduced by words ; and, oa 
the other hand, a king in fetters, whose scaffold was 
erected by one Action, and whose throne another party 
wished to raise again, for whose life the nation offered 
prayers, but whose restoration, perhaps, they ought to 
have apprehended ; finally while this confusion of con- 
trary interests, of passions so opposite, inundated and 
ravaged the interior parts of France, an army of heroes, 
chaining victory to their triumphant cars, encircled their 
brows with laurels, commanding peace to those same 
enemies, who brought war among them ; such was the 
general state of things, when the national convention 
commenced the trial of Louis XVI. When this im- 
portant affair was announced, the kings of Europe 
apalled kept an awful silence, the world's attention was 
rivetted on the new republic, and France waited 
with an apparent calm the decision of her legisla- 
tors. 

I have arrived at this memorable era, but through 
the secret road, which I then travelled without a de- 
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dgn to follow the vast tracts of history, I shall merely 
visit, if I may say so, some of the by-paths ; and as 
they are those, which are confined to internal anec- 
dotes, and domestic details, I believe them unknown, 
-and worthy of exdting the most lively interest. A 
family devoted to wretchedness, by turns elated with 
Jbope, and threatened by proscription, ready to be 
seated again in triumph upon a throne, or to fall ex- 
^ing from a scaffold ; what subject is there more 
tialculated to inspire terror said excite pity ! 

Before I delineate this sad picture, you will permit 
me to draw your attention for a moment to that, which 
the interior" of the Temple offered at the time ; it 
was truly a family picture. 

The report of the prosecution intended against the 
king had been afloat some days ; whatever might be 
the motive for this secret murmur, we thought fit to 
make it known to the king. Toulan, who had no fur- 
ther intercourse with him, had informed the queen of 
it, and she had taken an opportunity, when tlie king 
was at table, to communicate the intelligence to him, 
fiur from, being disagreeably impressed, he seemed to 
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be pleased ; because conscious of his innocence, he 
did not apprehend the result, and viewed it as a tri- 
umph. When I was informed of his disposition, I 
acquainted him, by means of the telegraphic frame, 
with the whole truth ; the pleasure^ which I marked 
on his countenance in the mirror, made me sendble, 
how welcome my information had been to him. On 
the next day I read on the reflecting mirror the invi- 
tation, which he g^ve me to attempt to enter the 
Tower, so as to have a private interview with him ; 
he added, that the princesses had lately obtained per- 
mission to spend a part of the day with him, and that 
it would afford them a satisfaction as pleasing as un ' 
expected, if I could bring my interesting pupil with 
me. My son, observed the king, mentions his name 
every day, and will be gratified to see him^ I im- 
mediately promised his majesty to use every exertion 
to accomplish his wishes. 

It was very difficult, as the tyranny became daily 
more ferocious, and as the guards were more jealous. 
It was necessary to deceive the one^ and avoid the 
others. Toulan as^sted us, and procured us the 
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^sbed opportunity. For three days the king had 
endured much from the toothach, but he suffered pa- 
tiently, for Antoinette had persuaded him that it would 
be disgraccfal to implore assistance. 

Toulan having observed to this ptincess, that this 
circumstance offered a favourable, and perhaps the 
<«ily opportunity to maintain a communication with- 
out, she persuaded the king to make application ; the 
answer was conformable to his wishes ; the first phy- 
sician of his majesty, and his ordinary surgeon were 
summoned before the communes, and received cards 
of admission. 

Toulan introduced me then to the latter, who was a 
naan much attached to the royal ^nuly, and much 
affected by their misfortunes. As soon as he was 
made acquainted with my design, which was to per- 
sonify him at the Temple> he immediately entei*ed 
his closet, having in his hand a case of instruments, 
which he intrusted to me, " I believe I am not known 
to the members, who compose the interior adminis- 
tration of the Temple, said he to me, but should it 

happen otherwise, and if you are questioned, you may 
G c 
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safely say, that I have sent you, I depend on your 
character for my own safety, and am only uneasy about 
yours." 

The business was half accomplished ; but I had 
{promised the king, that Edwin should accompany me. 
Mr. Melwood being consulted upon this subject, gave 
us the counsel, which we adopted, and which was, not 
to present myself before the day, on which Fanny, 
who had been enrolled in the national guard, should be 
on duty. Considering the number of her comrades, 
it was probable, that she could easily exchange duty, 
and mount her guard at the Temple ; Edwin in that 
case was to supply her place, and with a little dexterity 
and a little money, he could obtain permission to be 
posted near the king's door ; this project was accoiR- 
plished in the following manner. 

On the 1 5th. of November, Fanny was detached 
for the post of reserve. At the moment that thfe de- 
tachment destined for the Temple prepared to movci 
under the pretence of curiosity, she asked liberty to 
join it, and obtained her request, and appeased the 
murmurs with money, an irresistible argument. Near- 
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the Temple she left her comrades, and met my pupil^ 
wbo was Vaiting for her, and taking her sabre, he 
went to take her place. They objected to receiving 
him because he was unknown ; but having given 
proofs, that he was the intimate friend of citizen de9 
Roziersj he soon removed all objections ; add to this, 
that he treated his comrades on guard with a good break- 
fast, and promised, that he would entertain theni with 
his flute at night, such offers were not to be resisted. 

When Fanny returned, and I had observed from her 
mother's window, .where I watched, that the draw- 
bridge was dropped, and that guard was mounting, I 
went through several lanes to the street where the 
carriage waited for me ; I entered it, and ordered the 
driver to carry me to the Temple. Obedient to my 
disposition, alike timid and enterpiising, I experienced 
a violent palpitation of heart, but at the same time, I 
was inflated with hope. 

The coach door opened, a sentinel advanced, I in- 
formed him of the object of my visit, he called a cor- 
poral and four ; I alighted, and was conducted under a 
good escort before the council of administration. 
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In OTder to arrive before them, I was obliged te 
cross a yard, among seven or eight citizen soldiers I 
recognised Edvirin, who knew me at once, and ap- 
proaching me obliquely addressed one of his brothers 
in arm% so that 1 might hear him ; <' I shall be on 
switry at four o'clock, when shall you comradei" Be- 
fore the other had time to answer, I had gofte by. 

Until then I had thought, that when magistrates 
were seated on the bench, justice and decency were 
their companiotis, without which, power bmere abtue^ 
and jusdce resembles despotism. The council at the 
Temple had banbhed them both, no doid>t, because 
the attributes, Dtrhich characterize probity, are little 
suited to revolutionary municipal officers. When I 
entered among them, I know not what animated dis* 
pute they were engaged in, they talked all at once, 
walked the room with agitation, mixed their discourse 
with threatening gestures, noisy debates, and gross 
epithets. Such have been, without much exception^ 
the public assemblies, which sprang from the revolu* 
tion. I ceased to be surprised, when I considered the 
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Imports^ce of the interest which divided them, the 
enormous mass of pasdons, which was in fermenta- 
tion, the condition and character of the orators, the 
nature of their harangues, and the final aiming point 
of the revohitionary disorders. 

My presence restored calm among the contending 
parties. The president mounted an elevated seat, 
from whence he asked my name in a rude manner, 
the object of my visit, and the authority, which justi- 
fied my entrance into this formidable place. I satis- 
fi^ed his inquiries, avoiding however to make use of 
my simatne. I afterwards produced the card, which 
the king's surgeon had lent me, and which was not 
returned till it had been, examined by all the inquiring 
mimicipal officers. They emptied my pockets, felt 
the fining of my clothes, and the inside of my hat, 
made me pull off my shoes, searched the case of sur- 
gical instruments and emptied it entu-ely, and, when 
they were satisfied, that I concealed nothing suspicious 
or dangerous, they ordered one of their members to 
accompany me to the door of Louis. As I progress^, 
the number of wickets and jailers seemed to augment* 
c c2 
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Amcmg the last, those newly aj^inted had still a 
more frightfttl aspect than the firsts their attitude was 
more horrible^ and their countenances more sinbter. 

The compassion, which melted my heart, was 

visible on my features. This dis^deased my leader ; 

- for a man of your professMxi, said he to me^ you seem 

to possess much sensibiHty Would you impute it to 

me as a crime ?.....No, b\it I would reproach you with 
it ; it is weakness to pity the enemies of the country. 

It is not the enemy of the country, whom I pity, it 

is the unfortunate man If he i& so, it is his Own &uk. 

.^».That makes him.more so After all, he bears his 

adversity very well, he does not lose his appetite, or 
Ms sleep.....Religi(»i supports him, and his^mocence 

consoles him The municipal officer knit his brow, 

and was silent for a moment, then resuming the con- 
versation, you do not appear to me to be a riepublican. 

I think a republican ought to possess more virtues 

than another man, and humanity in my opmion is the 
first nrtue.....Bat, my dear friend, all that stuff is mere 
moderati8m.,„J know not what you mean by modera* 
tiBifii but, if you mean moderation^ I shall always glory 
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in the possesion of a qualificatioD, which embellishes 
those virtues we may practice, and serves as a supplc- 

ment to those we want With such principles we 

neter should establish liberty Forgive me? but the 

pedestal of its statue would not be immerged in 
blood. 

We should have pursued our conversation, liad we 
not. reached the king's door. It was not open, his 
majesty, being indisposed? had not idept all night' 
Clery shewed himself through a little grate placed in 
the door ; I addressed myself to that &ithful servant. 

Go and tell the king, that the surgeon's aid comes 

at his request. Clery, whom I had warned with a 
glance, came back immediately, said informed me, 
that the king would admit me with pleasm*e. The 
bolts were loosened, and the triple doors turning heav- 
ily on their hinges were opened for my admission. 

The presence of tlie municipal officer, who walked 

* t^fore me, prevented me from tendering to the august 

prisoner, the homage of my veneration. But while 

my mouth was ^lent,^ my eyes were not so, the king 

vouchsafed to understand me, and I read his feelings 
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in his countenance, and the pleasure, wWch- my pres- 
ence afforded him. * 

In order to justify the part, which I acted, I asked 
the liberty to examine his mouth. 

I can be of service to you, said the municipal offi* 
cer, I practice pharmacy, if the gentleman, added he, 
designating the king, needs any medicines, I have the 
best assortment in Paris. At that moment his maj- 
esty groaned severely, "which, with the observation of 
the administrator, suggested to me the means of get- 
ting nd of him by accepting his offer. After exsimin- 
ing the king's tooth ; I do not think, said I to him, 
that it is necessary to ej^tract that of which you com- 
plain, it is not damaged. A tonic, and an emolient 
remedy will reduce the inflammation, and will neutral- 
ize the humour. Since the citizen has been kind 
enough to offer^his services, I accept them, and will 
write a prescription, which I bog of him to go and 
prepare ; I will apply it myself, and shall wait to ob- 
serve its effects ; provided however, added I with def- 
erence, that this may be consistent with the orders of 
council. You have nothing to do now with the coun- 
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cil, answered the municipal officer, I am responsible 
for your person ; in that case said I, it is left with you 
to consider, whether 1 have inspired you with suffi- 
cient ccmfidence to leave me here ; much more than you 
think, answered he, I do not believe you a warm de jd- 
ocrat, but he, who dares to speak as }'ou have, within 
the walls of this tower, before a member of the com(« 
munes of the 10th. of August, is an honest man. I 
leave you on your word, persuaded as I am, that you 
can only condole with the gentleman, but thkt you 
yriU, not give him bad advice. Wiite your prescrip- 
tion> I am ready. 

Filled with a joy, that I could not restrsun, I wrote ; 
and was so agitated, that my prescription was not leg- 
ible. This is really a scrap of the old style, said the 
apothecary, as he received my billet. How do you 
know the scraps of the new, replied the king, whom 
his complaisance had made happy ? They say that 
modem medicine does not require the knowledge* of 
reading or writing, which circumstance does not pre- 
vent patients from recovering. Nor dying, answered 
the municipal officer, as he left us. 
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This man is rude, ssdd Clery, but he is intelligent y 

and he nught be useful Oh 1 my dear abb6, ex* 

claimed the king, as he presented me his hand, \¥hich 
I kissed, how much I have undergone since I saw you 
last ! Thus then is the ancient monarchy, the gov- 
ernment, which produced so many good kings, a few 
objectionable princes, which has made so many happy 
men, so few miserable, totally overlumed. On its 
ruins they rear a republic. They have not driven me , 
alone from the throne^ but they have proscribed my 
race ; my wife, my children, my sister, are stripped 
of every thing, and have not even an asylum, where 
they can retire, happy to find in a dungeon a support 
and shelter ! Those are fatal reverses, ai'e they not ? 
There ar6 some still more cruel ! still more cutting I 
Myfiiend, added the prince melting into tears, they 
have robbed me of my family 1 My poor >vife, my 
dear children, my sister, languish far from me 1 Tom 
from them I pine and perish ! Hardly have we been 
able for some days to exchange a few words at table, 

and that before rude keepers, men of no feelings ! 

Oh l those people have never been unhappy I Sire? 
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Complain to the convention Which would refer me 

to the commxines. Cleiy has here a very 2eaIous 
servant, veho brings the newspapers under balls of 
thread ; I read the debates of the new assembty. 
What men I What principles ! What passions ! 
What language ! Some talents, some virtue perhaps on 
one side, but what a weakness ! Such want of address ! 
They run to destruction. Their adversaries ill bred, 
ferocious, and audacious, will become their assassins. 
They will all be murdered,, and I shall lead the way. 

Indulge not those presentiments, sire I cherish 

and invoke them daily on the contrary ; how can any 
one wish -to live to be the witness and the victim of 

those atrocities ! Sire, they cannot last long, the 

storm is too tremendous Tremendous indeed ! an- 
swered the king in the accent of despair, the thunder- 
bolt will crush many heads, and blood will raindown !... . 
The unfortunate monarch had never felt more 
keenly tlie horror of his situation. I did not undeitake 
to solace him ; his ulcerated heart could not endure 
the touch; I contented myself to mourn with him? 
and in the bitterness of my soul I wept abundantly. 
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Cleiyi standing by, contemplated in silence tliis 
afiBicting scene. Oh ! providence I Louis, in the 
recess of a dungeon, watered with his tears, hb regi- 
cide chains I Robespierre and d'Orleans, seated on 
bloody thrones, dictated their proud decrees to the 
prostrated nation ! 

All of a sudden the king wiped his eyes ; he rose 
with a placid countenance, and told me in a calm and 
more composed tone ; wc afflict ourselves too much, 
M. de Fermont, forgive this gust> which I could not 
ccmtrol. Let us make a better improvement of the 
time, M^hich chance affords us. 

Louis XVL having placed Clery on the watch near 
the central door of the apartment, opened for n^ that 
t)f the small tower, which served as a closet ; when t 
had entered it, and was seated near a secretary, on 

which the king used to write When I was reigning 

•said tliat prince, you advised me to bear the weight 
of the crown with firnmess, now that I am a prisoner, 
you will no doubt advise me to bear my misfortunes 
with resignation. Well my dear abb6, notwithstand- 
ing the tender emotion which your presence has 
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excited, learn, that Heaven has granted rae that favour. 
Excepting some slight hifirmities I am in perff^ct 
health 5 the calm of my soul is Unalterable, and when I 
recal the anecdotes, which affect me, it seems to me 
that I read anecdotes foreign to myself ; I cannot wish to 
ray best friends a sweeter sleep than tliat, which closes 
my eyes. The repose of my persecutors is more dis- 
turbed ; While they seek it in vain, in the grandeur of 
those palaces, from which they have banished me, I 
find it in the recess of this tower, in which they have 
immured me ! Finally, if I experience some trouble 
and chagiin, my concem for my family, whose future 
prospects appal me, is the sole cause of my grief. 
But, oh my God 1 I resign them to thy wise provi- 
dence ; be the Either of the £&therless, when I am no 
more !...«. At these words the king lifted his eyes beam- 
ing with the consolation and confidence of a saint ; 
then casting them gradually on me, he remained 

silent for some moments If I mistake not, said he, 

that instant is not very remote ; they have sworn my 
death, I ought to be prepared to meet it, this is 

Dd - . ^ 
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my motive for requesting your presence and your 
counsel. 

It would be difficult to hear, with indifference, a 
man in full health contemplating his approaching 
death ; that kind of religious awe, which results from 
so grave a discussion, receives additional solepinity in 
the mouth of a monarch. Admit also, that this mon- 
arch, lately the most powerful, the most respected in 
Europe, now borne down with the weight of a barba- 
rous oppression, is incessantly watched by the flaming 
eyes of tyranny ; what an immense field you will open 
for solemn and melancholy reflections 1 

A crowd of calumniating, or deluded writers, long 
before my confinement, and many more since, have 
united, continued Louis XVI. in odious accusations 
against me. The errors of circumstances are imput- 
ed to treachery, and they excite hatred against me, 
when I should inspire pity alone. I am to be punish- 
ed like a criminal, when I ought to excite sen^ility, 
as an unfortunate man. 
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What can I oppose to the clamours of passions ? 
Silence and my heart I But, if my feeble voice cannot 
be heard amid the thundering noise of the political 
storm ; I owe to that throne intrusted to me by Prov- 
idence, to my son, whether God has decreed, that he 
should be unfortunate enough to ascend it, or to live ob- 
scurely in a happy mediocrity, and I owe to myself an 
appeal to the tiibupal of history and of posterity. Let 
factions then dig my untimely gi-ave, here is the mon- 
ument, which I shall deposit by its side. 

At these words the king took out of a port folio a 
small manuscript, which he presented to me, and on 
which I read, " Project of my will ;" this is not 
the time and place to examine it, added he, I intrust 
it to you, put it to the test of your own conscience, try 
it by the sentiments of your soul, the light of your 
understanding, and write your remarks on the margin. 
This fortunate encounter can be renewed probably by 
the satne means. 

At the same time, that I expressed to the king 
how much I felt honoured ^and moved by this mark of 
confidence) I endeavoured to cheer his mind ly a ray 
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of hope. We ought not, said I to hiro, to injure ha* 
manity so much as to suppose, that the convention, 
that is to say, the choice of French patriotism and 
Aotiour, are bound to obey the sanguinary orders of a 
party. Whether they consujt their principles, yield 
' to their own interest, or obey the impulse of their own 
feelings, they will, not only ferbear to condemn your 
majesty, but they vaW declare their incompetency for 
your trial. The chief of the nation is accountable to 
the nation alone ; but as the nation cannot be assem^* 
bled at once, its delegates, for this special purpose 
alone, have a right to hear and decide the trial. Now, 
what are the powers of the convention* ? To acknowl- 
edge, apportion, and organize the public authority. 
Even admitting, that thegj^iave those powers to establish 
and constitute the' branches of government, is granting^ . 
that they do not possess the judiciary powers ; since 
theirs are to make general laws, whereas those of the 
judiciary are confined to special cases, and to give 
'decisions on those veiy laws/ Such are the principles, 
which naturally induce me to believe, that, should 
they pix)secute your tnajesty, it will be b^orc a sp^* 
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cial national tribunal. But' even under this supposi* 
tion, the interest of the new governors will make 
them object to it. If they wish to lay the foundation 
of the republic, which they have proclaimed, or if 
they intend to substitute a new dynasty to the ancient, 
how could they obtain the consent of France, the 
esteem of Europe, and the adhesion of foreign powers, 
if they dragged before the tiibunal the monarch,^ 
wh6m they have hurled from the throne ? Sire, under 
all the circumstances of my life, I have preserved the 
frankness of my character, and tlie freedom of my 
opinions. In the days of your power, I respected you 
enough not to flatter you ; under your trials I owe 
you, and I tell you the truth. Then, sire, can it be 
supposed, that the most loving nation in the world, 
because it is the least servile, that its representatives, 
will submit you to the disgusting and humiliating task 
of a criminal prosecution, make you wade through the 
debates of a trial, impose on you the necessity of 
a defence, and expose to the chance of a partial 
judgment, the man once their king ? No, no ! what- 
ever prejudices a people may have abandoned, it is 
©dg 
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difficult for them to contemplate without pity, a head 
stiipped of a crown. What woidd be their feelings 
then, if this head, so much the more miserable, that it 
was more revered, was exposed to the axe of the 
laws? The instant selected for its fall, or disgrace, 
would become that of its triumph ; the scaffold 
would be changed into a new throne, and a new crown 
would supply the place of the instruments of death* 
The regicides would excite a general abhorreace, 
would be overwhelmed with shame, and would meet 
with instantaneous destruction. Observe, sire, that 
the summary remarks, which I make, do not advert to 
the merits of the supposed trial. I am only stating 
to your majesty some of the objections, which public 
opinion, feelings, and even .prejudices, not less 'than 
principles, must suggest to your enemies against the 
form of their proceedings. Once more, you are 
necessary to their existence ; the greatest harm, 
which can befal them, would be that inflicted on you, 
and the axe lifted over your head, would not come 

down, till theirs had been severed from their body 

May they, answered Louis, be sufficiently convinced 
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of the truth of your opinion to use their victory with 
moderation ! But, if I must confess it, so long as I 
observe the murderers of September among the rep- 
resentatives, my hopes will be ^iaint indeed. Believe 
not, however, that my courage forsakes me. No, I 
will suffer with resignation, and shall die like a king. 
This firmness of soul, this kind of heroism, which 
misfortunes and captivity gave to the weak Louis XVI. 
have often been the subject of my reflection, and the 
object of my remiarks. What a contrast between 
Louis on the throne, and Louis in fetters 1 What a 
singularity in this contrast, which disconcerts the whole 
theory of the human heart, and is beyond all probabil-. 
ities. When Louis XVL the first potentate of Europe, 
could accomplish every thing, he dared not do any 
thing. When he had lost all power, he dared to think 
as a man, and to act as a hera The weight of a 
sceptre was too heafvy for his feeble hands, but he bore 
nobly that of his chains. He often excited contempt^ 
when seated on a throne ; chained in a tov er. he always 
commanded respect. Greatness seemed for him a 
troublesome element, in which always constrained he 
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could not breathe freely, as sooii as he was plunged ut 
misery, calm rfeigned in his heart, and serenity on his^* 
countenance. Finally, had he expired in the midst of 
his court, chronology alone would have recorded his 
inglorious name under that of his predecessors, whilst 
now on his monument shaded with palms, history and 
poetry are busily employed in engraving the great- 
ness of his fall, the dignity of his sufferings, and the 
glory of his martyrdom. 

This is not the place to investigate the causes of 
those astonishing' contrarieties, the analysis of which 
would require the most sUbde metaphysical sagacity ; 
•I shall notwithstanding point out two causes, one of 
which existed in the king's heart, the other in his 
disposition, the first, emanating from a religious, uni- 
foinn, and constant faith, made him disdain perishable 
greatness to aspire solely at immortality. Had he 
been a less pious christian, he wo,uld*hav^ b^en a more 
powerful king, an administrator better obeyed. But cap- 
tivity, admitting that he had been reduced to it, would 
not have been softened by religion. His phlegmatic 
apathy, and the indolence of his inactive mind a£R>rd. 
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the other cause. Cast by chance on a biilliant theatre, 
where activity is requisite to command admiration, 
and where one must act to attract notice, but con* 
demned by nature to remain in a manner motionless, 
Louis saw tranquilly the tempest of events collecting 
around him, which he ought to have warded and 
dissipated, biit which has at last overwhelmed him. 
Degraded and a captive, no longer the sport of circum- 
stances, he found for the first time, not the most glo- 
rious destiny for him, but the situation, which he 
thought the most favourable. His ears we're no longer 
fatigued with the noise of grandeur, dhd the tumult of 
revolutions, now succeeded by a profoimd silence. The 
whimsical and varied medley of public affairs, becom- 
ing daily more intricate, was succeeded by a monot- 
onous and uniform existence, so analogous to the taste 
and wants of the king ; after acting a part, which was 
contrary to his nature and inclinations, he had become 
a passive observer. The resistance of his immobility, 
a species of negative courage, supplied him with the 
energy, which nature had denied I And if I add, that 
during . the whole time of his detention, a deplorable 
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fatality, or rather a ferocious combination, surrounded 
him with a rabble of men, rude by habit, wicked by 
inclinadon, cruel by opinion, and who each day even 
to that, which was his last, have embittered the pangs 
•f his long agony, the world will no longer be sur- 
prised, that he appeared as a gi'eat man in the Tem- 
ple, while he was so inferior as a king at the Tuileries, 
«nd that the crown of the saint, hung over his tomb^ 
gave lustre to the man, whose throne was wrapt in 
obscurity. ^ 

After tiiis conversation with the king, the prince 
gave me a detaif of the amusements, which delighted 
his solitude. Before they had deprived me of my 
family, said he to me, I used to enhance the pleasure 
of my walk by their company. The sports of my boy, 
the sweet disposition and graces of my daughter, my 
sister's resignation, the greatness of soul, fortitude, 
elevated mind and knowledge of the queen, dispelled 
my sadness, an^ made me forgetful of my personal 
dangers. Seated under the shade of the old chesnut 
trees, which embellished the garden, surrounded by 
the dearest objects of my heart, to complete my felic- 
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ity, we turned our conversation on those, who are 
dear to my memory. Cruel and sweet recallection ! 
my heart alone preserves you, and my lips dare not 
express you ! Ah ! M. dc Fermont, wiiat harm my 
brothers have done me I — Louis paused, as if that in- 
voluntary exclamation, spontaneously dictated by his 
conscience, bad suiprised and frightened, him. Now 
Added he, that I am no longer permitted to indulge 
the feelings of my heart, but at stated and fixed pe- 
riods, I endeavour to indemnify myself, by mental 
speculations. There are no sorrows, which find not a 
solace in reading and study. The perusal of travels, 
which rids me of those men, whom I love, although 
they persecute me, brings me among those nations^ 
which we call baibardus, because they are in the vicin- 
ity of nature, but which being endowed mth virtues, 
not yet contaminated with social politeness, fulfil with- 
out reluctance and without affectation the duties of hu- 
manity. It is among ttiem, it is amidst those happy 
hordes, in the heart of a delightful* country embellish- 
ed and enriched by the choicest productimis, under a 
temperate latitude, that liberty flourishes and acquires 
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Strength ; it 4s not a liberty instituted for the sake of 
pillage and equality, which is the mask of disorganiza* 
tion ; a fraternity, which unites men under the vault 
of threatening pikes 5 but that liberty Which encircles, 
within a garland of flowers, hearts worthy of mutual 
affection. As to my historical researches, they initiate 
me, alike into the mysteries of cabinets, and into a 
knowledge of the human heart. Here I behold na*. 
tions silently crouchmg under the lash of a DowiHan^ 
there an unruly multitude fermented by the voice of 
a Mazaniello, in other tracts, myriads of soldiers cut 
down by the sword of the Saracens, hard by, a blind 
mob deceived and mutilated by fsmatical clergymen, 
and nations become the miserable sport of kings, the 
victims of the pride of the factious, and the prey of 

ambitious conquerors! Great God! hast thou only 

created man, and permitted social institutions, to de- 
liver them into the hands of a tfeacherous minority. 

Ix>uis XVI. as be proceeded, displayed a treasure 
of knowledge stored in his memory, and which inspire 
ed his imagination with the happiest ideas, and his 
judgment with the wisest reflections. I was ccmvincdl 
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that if an erroneous education, sudi as j^rinces re- 
ceive, had not, cMi one side, vitiated his precious pro- 
pensity to virtue, and rendered his talents uselesp, so 
on the other, it had not developed those qualities 
which effected his ruin, and imparted to him his dmid* 
ity arid weakness ; Louis XVI. equally incsq>able of 
being a great or a wdcked king, might have given the 
rare example of a virtuous and well informed sove- 
reign. 

I learnt during that interview, that he was engaged 
in translating from the Englbh the last voyage of Cook, 
a work with which our language had not been enrich- 
cd. It was not the only work he had attended to. 
As a learned geograj^er, he had reduced to a regular 
system the Treatise on great rivers^ of which Louis 
XV. had generally given a list and description ; final- 
ly, from this c<mstant habit of decking, with the flowers 
of study and the fruits of meditation, the chains of his 
slavery, it was easy to discover, that, if Louis cast oc- 
casionally a careless look on his past grandeur, and 
had consented, that hb pardsans might attempt to re- 
store his power, it was less from a thirst after it| or 
Ee 
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from the' regret of its loss, than through a condescen 
sion to the queen, and his We for his family. 

The municipal officer had left us alone for more 
than an hour, and Louis was yet conversing with me, 
when his family were introduced ; I beheld them 
with a tender emotion, and they seemed to receive 
me with pleasure. The princesses, dressed in robes 
extremely modest in their forms and colours, had on 
their heads handkerchiefs resembling turbans, and tied 
on one side. Young MadanM^ad become more beau- 
tiful during her retreat ; she. unites to a mDd physiog- 
nomy, though somewhat proud, an exquisite skin for 
delicacy and whiteness. The calm of resignation was 
painted on the undisturbed features of Madame Eliza- 
beth, whilst those of the queen, already furrowed by 
sorrow, exhibited the constraint of a soul deeply divid- 
ed between sufferings and meditations. As to tlie 
yoimg prince, his innocent smile, the candour of his 
looks his light hsdr resembling th at happily expressed 
by Guido,thecinaffected ease of lus attitude, the celerity 
of hb movements, gave a very interesting and tender 
eitpression to the group of tlie royal family. The 
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petulaht security of the child sporting with his chains^ 
which had become his toys, under the arches of this 
dark dungeon, as carelessly as if he had inhabited his 
father's palace, and the haughty gravity of Antdbette 
smothering her sighs, and repulsing with a proud dis- 
simulation the insults of her executioners, exhiUted a 
striking contrast, which excited in my breast a sa4 
sympathy impregnated with terror. 

The queen and her sister in law had been informed 
daily of the progress of the conspiracy. Toulan, who 
still discharged near her the duties of a municipal offi- 
cer, had given them an exact detail of the whole. Its 
explosion and its success alarmed Elizabeth much ; 
this gave the queen some unea^ess, but excited no 
fear ; she always found in her great soul resources 
.against adversity, and she found no less to inspire the 
king with a confidence, which she perhaps did not 
possess herself. It may be said finally, that she alone 
gave life, character, and motion, to the weak and good 
personages, which surrounded him. 

.The subjects which we were engaged in discussing, 
were too important, even to admit the thought of 
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introducing Edwin ; the queen mentioned him firsU 
She seemed to learn with saUs&ction, that he had 
found means to introduce himself so near the king. 
At the name of my pupil, young Charles, forsaking 
his card castle, which deeply engaged his attention, 
came to ask me, whether he ahotUd $ee Ms good friend 
to day? I answered the prince, that I hoped so; in 
that casej said he, / shall be very much pleased^ but^ 
added he, kx)king at hb sister with a sly glance, / 
know somebody that mil be more pleased than I shalL 
These few words, which diffused a bed of roses on 
the cheek of Maria Theresa, led me to suspect, that 
Fitz-Asland did not sigh in vab, and, that in spite of 
the distance of rank or place, love, which laughs at ob- 
stacles and bolts, had made itself understood by means 
of the telegraph. I thought, after mature deliberation, 
that I ought to leave things to chance, not being desir- 
ous by a severity^ perhaps laudable in itself, but mis- 
placed under such circumstances, to add a link to the 
chain of the detained, and to sacrifice the duties of a 
fciithful subject to tho^ of a rigid prqceptor^ 
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Fortune, which began to smile on us, was constant. 
At the hour appointed, Fitz-Asland came to relieve 
the sentinel of the internal door; through the wicket he 
had the honour of kissing the king's handj those of the 
princesses, and of his son. Their majesties express- 
ed to him the pleasure, which they felt on seeing him 
again ; they asked hipi several questions, which he 
answered with much wit and propriety, but without 
that petulance, which he had manifested in the first 
interview. Louis conversed principally with him on 
mechanism, with which he was extensively acquainted. 
He approved the attempt, which my pupil had made 
in that branch of the sciences for his service, and 
promised that he would reward him suitably hereafter. 
During this conversation, frequently interrupted by 
the queen's inquisitive episodes, all tending to find the 
state of the people's mind towards her, I observed 
young Madame, who listened attentively in a modest 
and pleasing attitude, and did not lose a word or ges- 
ture of her lover. Edwin, satisfied to speak before 

her, improved to his best this advantage. An incident, 
£e3 
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as unforeseen as it was fevcmrable, offered him an op" 
portuiiity to display his talents more fiilly. 

A noise, heard in the external passage, warned us 
of what we supposed to be the return of the municipal 
apothecary. The prisoners retired into the recess of 
the apartment, Edwin, resting on his arms, began to 
whistle ; but on beholding Toulan, we thought those 
precautions needless. He told us, that his colleague, 
who had dh'cctions to compose a tonic for the king, ac- 
cording to my prescription, had feinted whilst prepar* 
ing it, bemg suffocated by the vapour of the icoal ; 
that this accident, become ^ more serknis, owing to a 
previous indisposition, had obliged the person, whom 
he had met, to send an apology to the council ; that 
they immediately deliberated on the choice of a suc- 
cessor in the care of the prisoners, and that he himself 
was chosen. You may judge of the pleasure which 
this news diffused among' us- 

The first door of the king's apartment remaining 
6pen, Toulan sent away the jailer, placed Clery at the 
second door, and introduced Fitz-Asland. This con- 
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coarse of iMkppy circumstances^ and the presence of 
devoted subjects, moved the feelings of the royal fam* 
ily ; we were ail »lent fiw a moment, during which 
they rewarded our services with tears, and breathed 
tiiose short but energetic sentences, in which a senti- 
mental soul exhales itself. 

In order to jusUfy the favours of fortune, by using^ 
them sparingly, we rapidiy reviewed the events, of 
which for four years, and more especially for four 
months, the royal family had been the objects and 
victims. We examined their present situation ; and 
afterwards, by an exact recapitulation of the resources, 
left them, compared with their actuad wants, and with 
the dangers, which threatened them, we introduced 
the great question to determine how, and whai we 
should use the one, and repair the other ; in a word, at 
|rhat signal, and in what manner, the conjuraU<Mi should 
act openly. 

it is duiing such cfebates, in which life, liberty, and 
honour, long tossed about by the tempests of contrary 
passions, are the. subject of discussicm ; k is during 
those dect«ive mopicnts, when an effort is made tp 
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snatch those precious rights from impending destruc- 
tion, that souls, concentrated within themselves by ter- 
ror and danger, react and dilate at the dawning per- 
spective of future safety. Nature offers not a more 
propitious opportimity to unravel the intricacies of the 
human, heart ; rid of those polite embarrassments, 
called propriety, no longer covered with the veil of 
social hypocrisy, nature appears in its primitive naked- 
ness, and is, as it were, caught in the fact. 

It was thus, that durhig this occurrence, I saw the 
king and queen's soul without disguise. United in 
one design, they were not agreed on the time and 
means for its execution. Louis inclined for the 
mildest process, and wished to fix tbe epoch for the 
attempt, when his trial should become alarming. An- 
toinette was determined to signalize the kind of polit- 
ical resurrection of her house, by a display of severity, 
and some bold stroke. I do not indulge a thirst for 
revenge in acting thus, said she, I take couns^ of 
prudence and necessity. Were I to yield to the just 
transports of my hatred, by making severe reprisals 
for the tonnents, which I endure, I should crush 
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onder my feet the venomous reptiles, that inflict 
them. Cool reasoning and exact calculation have con- 
vinced me, that the ruin of the chiefs involvjBs that of 
their party. They must die then, those ferocious 
chiefs, to enable us to live, and in oi*der ijo make them, 
on the one hand, atone for their cmn^, and on the 
other, provide for our security. It is by a suitable 
severity, that we acquire the power of being just, and 
that of showing mercy. As to the instant, that is to 
decide whether France will again acknowledge her 
ancient kings, the more you hasten it, the more you 
will enervate the. faction. Allow it not to give Europe 
the scandalous spectacle of a trial, commenced against 
my husband. It is important never to permit to be 
eradicated from the people's mind that useful preju- 
dice ; that kings, whose power is the gift of God, are 
answerable to his tribunal alone. Ah ! if Louis XVI. 
less docile to the influence of the new philosophy, 
which he has fostered without appreciating it, if Louis 
XVI: had propped, with a suitable force, this max- 
im, which constitutes the solidity of. a throne, we 
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should not now be reduced to advise on the means o£ 
rearing his own again ! 

The discussion continued without becoming more 
interestmg. Finally, neither the velocity required by 
the queen, nor tlie temporizing measures of the king 
were rejected. We decided to make a last review of 
our forces, to compare them with those of our enemy, 
and to surprise him at the time appointed for the 
attack. Toulan was to present on the second day after, 
and submit to the king the plan of execution in writ- 
ing, at the bottom of which his majesty was to affix 
the royal sanction and special powei^s. 

Things being thus regulated, it is enough, said the 
king, it is devoting too much time to my private 
interest ; let us grant some moments to friendship, 
and to the pleasures of the heart. Alas ! ought I not 
everlastingly to bless Providence, which has granted 
to me in that particular what I have lost on the scale 
of grandeur ? I have no sceptre or court left, but I am 
better than ever in the bosom of my family, which 
repays my tenderness many fold, and makes me for- 
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get my misfortunes by incessant and redoubled tokens ' 
of attachment. 

The princesses, at that time having retired to the 
window, where they formed a semicircle, and being 
all engaged in needle work, recalled to my mind 
those celebrated queens of antiquity, who, like Pen.el- 
ope, charmed the dulness of greatness by the pleas- 
ures of industry. On the comer of a small table, 
where Clery was setting copies for the young prince, 
the king unfurled a geographical map of France ac- 
cordhig to its division'into departments, then covering 
it with a wliite paper of the same size, he invited his 
son to shew- us his docility to the lessons of his fsithefr ; 
say also my gratitude for your care, added the charm- 
ing chiW, who, with the tip of a pencil, traced, with as 
much celerity as exactness, the divisions, the name of 
each department, and of each district, and the courses 
of the rivers, which water them, and their most re- 
markable mountains. . 

To the geographical lesson, succeerded the reading 
of histoiy. But Louis, above all, fed the mind of his 
youtig son with that of revolutions* This prince had 
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* made a short, but excellent extract from the best his- 

tCM'ians of antiquity, and the most esteemed among the 

modems. On that day, th^ order of lesscms led the 

August instnicter, and the royal pupil to the revoluu«m, 

which overthrew the throne oftlie famous Dionysius, 

and wliich, substituting a fei-ula to his sceptre, made 

him the instructer of children, instead of a governor 
* 
of subjects. The allusion was $t,riking, and the king 

was not the last to observe it. You see, my son,s^d he 
to little Charles, that I am not the onlydethipned king, 
who has solaced the 'severity of Ids misfortunes by 

study. Dionysius taught reading Did he teach 

his own children ? asked the young prince in the 
most sentimental accents, and with a look replete with 
tenderness. By a simultaneous impulse, the three 
princesses suspended their work, and Maria Theresa 
kissed her brother, and flew to the arms of her 
father melting in tears. This simple and moving 
scene procured us a renting pleasure. 

A short concert terminated this interesting inter- 
view. Edwin, without infoiming me of it, had at« 
tempted to set, to the music of a well known romanccf 
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the following words, which he sang, and which the* 
tjueen deigned to accompany on the piano forte. 

Toopterelle captive 
*Au fond de ce ber^au» 
D^sol^ et plaintive, 
Gemit but un rameaa ; 
Elle pleure son tourlereau, 

Et fatigue Techo 

De sa douleur naive* 

Ton amour, ma tendresse 

Sont ma vie et mon bien ; 

Aupr^s de ta maitressc 

U ne te manque rien ; 

Mais loin d'elle, quel autre lien 

Peut te rendre le bien 

Que te fait sa tendresse ? 

Do sa voix g^missante 
Echo te dit I'accent ; 
Aux pleurs de ton amante . 
^R^pond en accourant ; 
Hate toi, ^is mon tourment**** 
Un soapir de I'amant 
Rend la vie k I'amante. 



-*;^ 
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EIGHT days after this intervie^y, which Toulan 
and myself reported to the directory of the c(mjuration, 
I receiye4 a line fix>m Manuel, informing me, that on 
the next day, the national convention, in committee of 
the whole, would discuss the awful question, which 
was to determine the fete of Louis XVI. this message 
was accompanied with a card to procure me admit- 
tance at the hall of the school of equitation. The 
days o£ my surgical mission being expired, it was by 
means of the telegraph, that my pupil informed the 
king of this new incident. 

If this setting of the most powerful association, 

which ever existed, could have been made public, it 

• would have been sufficient to have given a just opinion 
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of its most &mous members. No longer embarrassed 
by the jealous observation of the commimes, I saw 
them yield, without reserve, to their ruling passions. 
Some exaggerating the revolutionary a(Jvantages, oth- 
ers confessing their devotion for ^aticism ; some im- 
pelled by their thirst after applause^ others indulging 
all the refinements of cunning and deception ; some 
animated by the love of glory, others shewing their 
desire of obtaining the honours of sovereignty ; a 
greater number actuated by a patriotism, pe^>ectablc 
in its origin, tenible in its shocks^ ^^ pemioious ia 
its results. I shall endeavour to trace, as far as my 
memory will allow, the prominent display of this 
truly tragical scene, by the importance of the actors* 
who sustained parts, by the questions, which were de- 
bated, and the influence, whiqh they had on the desti- 
nies of the king of France, of Europe, and of mankind 
at large. 

When I entered, Gensonn6 presided ; the left side, 
called the mountain, was filled fix)m top to bottom ; 
the centre was numerous, but the right almost empty. 
Barr^re had mounted the Ji(i9tn4m i silence prevailed,, 



this dextrous orator was heard attentively,and his speech 
was subordinate to eveiy opinion, each one, in hearing 
hhn, thought he recognised his own sentiment, and, 
that he heard his own arguments displayed, and as 
applauding hfen was self applause, he commanded all 
the suffrages. 

" In the moral order, said he, there are mathematical 
truths, in which all are agreed, as every one admits 
iiicontestible physical facts. Let any one ask each of 
us, what is the form of the sun ? All voices will unite, 
and pronounce it round. Let any one inquire of each 
©f us, what are the sweets of slavery, and the disasters 
of liberty ? We shall find the latter preferable to the 
former ; because after a due calculation, neither being 
numerous, we are induced to chdose the greatest sum 
of happiness, from which we have but little evil to 
subtract. 

" But when we enter on the means of making the 

most important addition to the blessings, and the most 

considerable subtraction of evils, there unanimity will 

cease, the problem will be balanced in different minds^ 

and debates will commence. 
Ff 2 
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** Such would be the decision which we now seei, if, 
in order to pass its narrow defiles^ we were not united 
by the common interest of the country. Who among 
you would question, that it must be saved ? 

" Two principal opinions, and wiiich "Appear irrec- 
oncilable, divide the convention. The pardsans of the 
first persuade themselves, that the glory of France, the 
intercut and the duty of the assembly require, that they 
should summon, before the tribunsd of opini(»i, whose 
organ they are, a mortal, who was a king. These, wha 
profess the second, feel so confident in the stability of 
the new government, that the humbling of the mon- 
arch seems to them of no use to give it firmness. They 
even think, that the coalesced powers wait only for a 
pretext of this kind to arm the people and their preju- 
dices. Therefore, each finds, in his patrbtism and in 
his conscience, the cause and support of his mode of 
thinking, each therefore ought to felicitate even him, 
who is diametrically opposed to his wishes, since iii 
tils adversary he may embrace a republican. 

** After this fraternal embrace, which binds in the 
tome bonds, and unites in one way of thinking, hearts' 
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made to cherish each other, since they are destined to 
lay the fininti**^^ -vfiiheriy^ could you any longer agi- 
tate a question, the private interest of which vanishes 
before the general interest ? What matters it to the 
feite of the republic, whether Louis sleeps in the sump- 
tuous palace of the Tuileries, or in the dungeon of the 
Temple ? Are his moral existence and>political death 
€^ that extreme consequence, that the fi3unders of dd^ 
mocracy should spend the time of the country on that 
subject ? Let the man, descended from the throne, 
slumber, or rather disencumber the soil of liberty of 
the rubbish of that very throne, I mean to say of mo- 
narchical institutions ; restore circulation to the dried 
up arteries of the social body ; decree perpetual vic- 
toiy, by it, you shall have truly decreed the republic.'* 
"Is this, .exclaimed Damon, without leavii^ his 
^lace, is this the proud and energetic style of a lover 
of liberty, oi* the sycophant cant of a vile pander of 
tyranny ? To approve or reject all opinions, is too 
much, or too little ; it is nothkig at all. My blood 
boils, I feel a contraction of my muscles, when I hear 
the measure, which we insist upon, treated with iiidif- 
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ference. Great God I It is in(Ufferent to those aJ^^*^ 

often pass from the arms of one prostitute into those 
of another. But we, the pontiffs of equality, should 
we be called Druids, we shall vote her a sacrifice 
woithy of herself. Ah ! had not your volatile patri- 
otism evaporated on the day, on which you made the 
faint effort of proclaiming the republic, the head of 
the tyrant should have been prostrated at your feet, 
and his blood should have reddened the floor of the 
legislature. But until the hour arrives, which is about 
to strike, let us begin his trial." 

" Yes, continued Robespierre, who had mounted the 
rostrum, yes let his trial commence ; let us place on 
the stool that being, who proudly sat on a throne, and 
letlisjiumble royalty by the accusation of Louis ; but 
let us guard against that exultation, so happy, when it 
springs from the heart, so dangerous, when it arises 
from the fermentation of the brain. I am no less 
afraid of the equinoxial rays which bum vegitation, 
than of the northern frosts, which prevent the circula- 
tion of the sap. Why are we entertained with heads 
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cut off, and blood lavished ? Why is liberty Tepresent- 
ed as hcMing a dagger ? It sacrifices victims, I own 
it, but only when the laws direct the axe. It eacecntes, 
but does not assassinate. Let us clothe the king's 
trial with solemn forms. Bring him before you as 
representatives of the fiati<Hi, like that nation, divest 
yourselves of passions; see nothing but the country ; 
%ut remember that justice is before the country it* 
self.** 

" Robespierre," said St. Just, ^ has laid down, in a 
-few words, tl^ basis df poMcs, the rule of morals, the 
theory of revolutions. Legislators, I shall add but one 
word ; the country errs often dtrougli zeal, sometimes 
thrcmgh interest, but inflexible justice never commits 
errors, but always repaire them. Judge the king 
then, justice will point out, whether you ought to ab» 
solve or condemn him." 

Several orators followed the preceding, but they did 
Mot differ materially, and voted on the same side. Un- 
til then not a voice had been raised to oppose the tor- 
rent, I thought I saw the triumph of the mountain in- 
sured, and that they would pass the decree without any 
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discussion. Already the countenances of its members 
manifested the smile of triumph ; but Vergniaud soon 
mounted the rostrum, and, with a penetrating and son- 
orous voice, expressed, in the follo^¥ing words, the 
feelings of his heart. 

" My eye looks in vain among you, I see none, but 
members of clubs floud murmura on the aide of the 
mountain^ the orator diedcdned them^and drowned them, 
in the aounda of hi^ meiodioua voice J I shall not tell 
you like Barr^re, that the fate of the prisoner is incfif- 
ferent to us. Why should it be ? Because he has been 
a king, has he ceased to be a man ? Does he suffer 
no longer ? Is it a crime to pity him ? Dare you re- 
proach me with it ? The groans of the victims of 

September would silence you ji hundred voicea from 

tfver^ fagft of the halt were heard at onceP " Order I 
Order I to the Abbey I Down with Vergniaud J Let 
the Gironde Duck quack /" Sounda of the fireaident^a 

bell rend the air For the honour of the assembly, 

exclaimed Marat, as he scaled the rostrum, I ask that 

Vergniaud may be silenced For the honour of 

Vergniaud, answered the latter, I second the mo- 
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tion of iVlarat.....A frightful noise, And confusion en* 
sued J thirty mountaineers, on one side, and twen- 
ty members on the right, fly to the rostrum, and 
speak all together, some vague exclamations aod sharp 
cries are the only speeches addressed to the murmur- 
ing assembly. The sounds of the bell are no longer 
heard amidst the horiid confusion. The passions let 
loose are frightfully depicted on all countenances. 
Danton appears more colossal than ever, and d*Or- 
leans's purpureal hue is many shades darker ; Robes- 
pierre becomes more livid ; Marat, in a filthy dress, 
raves like a demoniac on the rostrum, stamping with 
his feet, and striking it with both his fists ; while Verg- . 
niaud, with a brilliant and serene eye, a composed 
visage, the smile of disdain bordering on his lips, 
waits the favourable instant to shoot, upon his mean 
antagcyiists, the victorious shafts of his rare eloquence. 
This moment presented itself at last. "How 
much," said he, improving the opportunity, " how 
much I might take advantage of the arms put in my 
hands, wereit not at the expense of my country ! You 
attempt to regulate empires I You, who have not even 
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the control of your|plve8 ! You wish to be free^ and 
you know not how to be just I You wish to give laws 
to the world I and you caimot subject your passions to 
any 1 What a scene you exhibit to my affrighted im- 
agination ! The gladiators defended^ at least» but 
their own heads, and you are quarrelling for that of 
another ! Has not the cannibal intoxicadon of Septem- 
ber sadated you with blood ? In wdn> would you allege), 
to conceal your devouring thirst, that it is die blood of 
the king you desire. I shall always answer you, that 
a king is a man. If you prostrate his head, thousands 
of heads will drop after it in succession. I see the axe 
in Cromwell's hands, and it is, because I wish not to 
see a royal successor after the pi^etender, that I in- 
sist on the dismis^ of the trial of Charles L,.^,JVame 
Cromv>elly exclaimed a voice I am in an error, re- 
plied Vergniaud, in honouring with this name, the 
base hypocrite, who bums to act his part, Cromwell 
was not sullied with every possible vice ; he w^b not 
in the habit of running from the filth of debauchery to 
bathe himself in the blood of murdered victims. Crom- 
weUy endowed with a vast and powerful geniusr held ia 
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his hand the world and its empires. He could mould, 
at will, kingdoms or republics. But he, whom I 
mean, whose own heart informs him of his name, only 
knows how to destroy. Has the genius of evil es- 
caped fix)m hell to infect the world ? Oh ! virtue, hast 
thou not a genius to oppose him, to wrest from him an 
iniquitous power ?" 

Vergniaud, and after him many membei's demon- 
strated, that the intended trial of the king was both un- 
just and impolitic. I could not, without being tedi- 
ous, istpeat the many speeches which signalized this 
memorable sitting, since condemned to oblivion. The 
most extmordinary proposals were made to turn the 
attention of the members from the principal object. 
I heard some ferocious motions, and eloquent replies ; 
some coarse and furious invectives, and a display of all 
that refinement and energy, peculiar to the French 
language, when studied carefully, cultivated by genius^ 
and spoken habitually. Finally, after a warm struggle 
t>f about eight hours, during which bold crime, with 
superior forces, engaged eloquent but feeble virtue, 

the moti(»i for the trial of Louis XVI. was referred to 
e g 
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the convention. Couthon, whom I have not mention- 
ed, but w1k> from that instant appeared to me odg of 
the most sanguinary champions of piiiage and devas- 
tation, although he concealed his savage inclinations 
under the cloak of modesty, and under the mask of 
a visage altered by sickness, was appdnted to draw 
. the resolution, and to present it immediately. 

The same evening my pupil hastened to eommuni- 
cate to the king the resolves of the committee of the 
whole, and requested to know his majesty's intentions * 
his answer was as follows. « 

^< Too much precipitation may ruin all, in attempt- 
ing to save all ; I believe the report, which you make, 
but I cannot conceive, that this deliberation will be 
followed by alarming consequences. They dare not. 
Let us wait." 

This billet discouraged me. Ant;pinettei whom 
Toulan consulted on the next day, manifested con- 
trary sentiments. There is no more time to lose, 
said she to the municipal officer, we have lost too 
much already. If the tiial commences^ the king is a 
dead man, and we are all lost. We are engaged 
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against tygers, who will not forgive us their own 
crimes. Let us punish the old, and prevent the new. 
Let every thing be ready in two days. Assemble 
your discontented nobles, your dismissed clergy- 
men, your prostrated magistrates, your fearful capital- 
ists, your timid citizens, your speculating bankers, 
and all those ruined, humbled, or threatened by the 
new order of things, Secure the agents of foreign- 
ers. Bind all opinions by a solemn oath, all interests ' 
by promises. Intrust the principal object to none but 
the most devoted ; but to those, who hslving lost alli 
have all to gain. Your batteries are well disposed ; 
but we shall judge them by their effect. Once more 
in two days lead us to the throne, or let our bloody 

corses satiate the fury of our executioners Toulan? 

enchanted with the heroic courage of Antoinette, 
promised, that he would justify her confidence. 

The queen's ardour sympathized with that of the 
young man, who saw no other obstacle to the success 
of his project, but the want of decidon in the king ; 
I undertake to remove that objection, answered the 



340 '*'^^ MAGDALEN 

pnncess ; the king's extreme goodness borders on 
weakness, but we must save him against his will. 

The rest of the day was employed in warning the 
chiefs of the conjuration to attend a general assembly 
during the following night. The rendezvous was in 
the island of the Swans. 

At midnight, or thereabout, I left our dwelling 
accompanied by Edwin ; we were wrapped in large 
cloaks, and wore round hats ; it ^'as as I have observ- 
ed in December. A cloudy sky poured on us large 
flakes of snow, whirled about by a freezing north wind. 
After a few windings, we avoided passing the guard 
house, shunned the patrols, and the vigilance of the 
barriers. Ha\ang reached the field of Mars near the 
banks of the Seine, we waited there some time, and 
made a signal agreed upon to procure a boat, and 
soon distinctly heard the strokes of its oars, as it ap- 
proached. The boatman earned us silently across ; 
five persons standing on the other shore surrounded and 
embraced us, when we landed. By means of the faint 
light, afforded by the reflection of the snow, I exam- 
ined these persons, but did pot know them, I sought 
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Toulan, and even added the rallying words, " courage 
and fidelity** I received no answer, and those per- 
sons gazed on each other with an air of astonishment. 
I began to suspect some blunder, and Edwin feared 
we were betrayed. He had already cocked his^ pistols 
under his cloak. At last the smallest man of the five 
approached me, lifted the brim of his hat, considered 
me attentively, and inquired whether I was not abb6 

de Seyes ? Abb^ de Seyes ! exclaimed I with 

astonishment ; are you ? Fear nothing, said he to 

Hie, I am Dumouriez,.... General, continued 1, 1 shall 
not take advantage of your involuntary indiscretion ; I 
will shew you confidence by telling you who I am. 
You thought you spoke to Seyes, but I am ohly abb6 

Fermont I know not whether Dumouriez was 

ignorant of my name, or that such a man existed, or 
whether surprise had made him forget it ; but to 
bring him out of the confusion of ideas, into which he 
seemed plunged, I was obliged to give him a summa- 
ry account of myself, of the sentiments which I enter, 
tuned for the king, and of the eifbrts which I was 

about to make for his deliverance. Perhaps you will 
og2 
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that employed him, was to temporize with all parties^ 
to plot with all the chiefs, to attack all resistance indi- 
rectly, and to unite, with dexterity, all affections cm the 
head of his favourite prince* 

There were, no doubt, some advantages in this 
plan. The greatest was the extinguishing of the rev- 
olutionary focus, and the stopping of that effusion of 
blood, whieh threatened to inundate the new republic. 
But had every obstacle been foreseen ? Or, if they had, 
would the springs, destined to surmount them, have 
sufficient elasticity to become efficacious ? How could 
the duke of Orleans be persuaded, that he wa$ unfit to 
reign ? His fmnds, that they had no talents to become 

ambassadors, generals, or n^inisters ? The Berlin 

ducats and the British guineas will do that, answered 
Dumouriez Very well, but will gold buy the con- 
sent of the^king ? Admitting that he resigns his throne, 
will he sacrifice his son, and the maternal branch to 
the ambition of collateral relations ? How will you sub- 
due the unconquerable spirit of Antoinette, who knows 
no alternative between the throne and the scaffi>ld ?..... 
This is the point, in which you may be of infinite. 
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service to the king, whom you love, and to the duke 
of Chartres, who will have it in his power to give you 
solid proofs of his friendship. Attack at once, the con* 
science, heart, and disposition of Louis XVI, with the 
arms of religion, and those furnished by circumstances. 
If our agents make true reports, the king's trial will 
soon commence ; under this hypothesis, besides the 
humble posture of the accused, which they will com- 
pel him to take, can any one foresee, or rather does not 
any one foresee the issue of an affair, so similar in 
every respect to that of Charles Stuart? Has not 
Danton proclaimed in open assembly, that kings could 
«nly be struck on the head ? Louis must know that, 
he must fear it. And it is to this misfortune, that you 
must propose a remedy ; an infelllble and sovereign 
remedy, added Dumouriez with warmth. Let him 
transfer by an act under his royal signature the rights, 
which he thinks he has to the crown, to the young 
duke of Chartres, and I will be answerable for his 
head, the safety of his whole family, their liberty, and 

an asylum as secure as honourable With whatever 

indignation this inspired me, however perplexing it 
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was, I thought I ought iK>t to reject it. The negotiate 
ing general, filled with hopes of a speedy and favour* * 
able answer, left me after waidng some tinae for 
Seyes, who did not come* He gave me a fictitious 
address to enable me to transioit, to him at Passy, the 
result of our interview. 

The king's virti^es and his goodness endear him 
much to my heart, said Edwin. You know how I 
love his adorable daughter, yet I could not consent to 
see them live, or become free, on those shameful 
ccxiditions. I hope, my dear papa, that you will not 
wound the feelings of the prisoners^ with that infa- 
mous proposal. 

I gave my pupil assurances to allay his fears in ^ 
terms that alleviated in some degree the bitterness of 
my heart, when I contemplated the destiny of a mon- 
arch so reviled, that every intriguer thought he had, 
the right to demand his life, or to stipulate the price 
of its redemption. 

The night was far advanced, and those, who had 
promised to meet us, and for whom we waited, did 
not arrive. The boatman, who had brought us over, 
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carried back Dumouiiez and his companions, among 
whom, I believed the eldest son of the duke of Or- 
leans had come, n Until the boatman could return^ 
not knowing how to employ the time, whic;h was the 
more tedious, that oold and obscurity seemed to length- 
en its duration, we rambled over the little island. We 
bad hardly progressed a hundred, paqes, when the 
Trords who goes there ? strongly ardcuiated, induced 
us to stand. I did not know what to answer, yet. liap- 
p^uing to think tiiat it might be Toulan, or some of 
his party, I made die air resound with the word 
** couragcy* which was immediately joiswered by that 
of ^^Jide&ty /** The sentinel leading us to a subter- 
raneous cavern, lifted a trap and intixxiuced us to an 
assembly faintly lighted by a funeral lamp. 

The wrong indication, given us, had been the cause 
of the error, whidi had separated us. I thought I 
ought to coqceal my encounter with the general. 
Toulan, who had just exposed to the company the 
state of things, and the absolute determination of 
their majesties, proposed to bind all the chiefs pres- 
ent by a solemn oath. I had the honour to receive it. 
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Then before a table^ which answered for an altar, each 
havmg extended his hand on the gospel, swore io con- 
aecrate ids strength physical and moral to the restoration 
of the monarchy <i to the safety and liberty (fthektngand 
his family. This spectacle was XpjXy imposing ; un- 
der the arches of a mouldy cavern, by the trembling ' 
light of a sepulchral lamp, thirty personages, once the 
most distinguished in state, remarkable for the dread- 
ful wid i*apid fall, which they had experienced, re- 
spectable for their unconditional and unbounded de- 
votedness, offered to the cause, the defence of which 
they undertook, their impose, their fortunes, liberty 
and life. The silence and mourning of nature, the 
hollow mui^murs of the north wind over our heads, 
the nocturnal hour, this assembly of men of charac- 
ters so different, conditions so opposed, and of such 
diversified interests ; tliis circle of personages, whose 
countenances were varied, as much in expression, as 
their foi*ms and attitudes, and not less variegated in 
the colours of their dress ; in the midst of them, near 
a decayed table, on which rested the divine book, the 
proof of religion, and the pledge of salvation, a luin- 
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ister standing with entreating hands uplifted towards 
heaven. This sacred oath and the venerable objects, 
w)dch inspired it, the contrast of their eclipsed splen- 
dour,* with the dazzling eclat (rf their enemies ; all 
seemed united to stamp this dmple ceremony with 
subtiimty. . 

When it was concluded, they deliberated with 
warmth, and determined with enthusiasm on die 
means of accomplishing the project. The death of 
six of the principal consiurators against the king's life 
was decreed imanimously, excepting my suffrage, 
which I formally refused, not satisfied, that I could, 
without being guilty of sacrilege, stain with human, 
even guilty blood, my sacred character, as a minister 
of God. When the debate turned upon the punish* 
ment, which the duke d'Orleans should suffer, I was 
astonished to find, that it was less severe, dian that de- 
creed against his accomplices. It was not because he 
was not accounted as guilty, but it was denumstrated, 
that aJone and without, perfidious counsellors, he never 
would have been audacious enough to become so. 

And his constitutional weakness disufmod those minds 
• Hh 
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imtated at the hornd deeds, M^hich the villains, who 
prompted him, made him perpetrate daily. 

However, on mature deliberation, as it was appre- 
hended, that the impimity of his treason might em- 
ix^den not only those, in the perpeU^tion of crimes, 
whose hearts were already engaged in the same plots, 
but that he himself, surrounded by new intriguers, 
might again become the 'Central jKHnt of a new con- 
spifacy, the cajHtal punishment was decreed again^ 
him. And in order to make by this act a terrible ex- 
ample, that w^uld command obedience, at the same 
time, that it would in^ire fear, it was determined^ 
that the duke's trial prepared, a long time since, by 
seven members of parliament, of whom two were 
peers of France, the only two, who could be summon- 
ed, should immediately commence, eaad that his execu^ 
tion, accompanied by the most solemn forms, should 
be (Hxiered without delay. As to the abettors of this 
prince, accused in the public mind, oHincted of crimes, 
whose vestiges are marked by the desolation <^ the 
country, condemned by reason and sentiment, they 
would be immediately delivered, either to military 



CHURCHTARI). 35 1 

executioii, or to that condign {mnishment, due to the 
eiimes of th^ vilest among men. The exile of one hun- 
dred of the partisans of anarchy j a solitary and perpet* 
ual confinement of an equal number^ less atrocious^ and 
less dangerous; an incessant watching over those^ 
who had openly manifested the opinions fostered by 
those anarchists ; and a general exclusion of them 
feom any place of trust, were the measures, which, 
hf securing an easy and total annihilation of that party, 
were to terminate their triumphs. I saw with pleas- 
ure, that they were satisfied with that precaution, I 
me«i the banishment of all those from the functions 
of state, who, without haying been implicated in tlie 
plots and pillages of unlimited democracy, made an 
open professbn of republicanism ; for by establishing, 
between them and the agents of revolutionary terror, 
so plain a distinction, the royal party gave proofs of 
the esteem inspired by the republicans, and the hor- 
ror excited by the demagogues. There was, in feet, 
nothing to apprehend from the former but piinciples 
and opinions contrary to the restored government f 
therefore, if equity demanded, that they should be 
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^)ared, prud^u:e would not admit of their heMa% eta- 
ployed. As to the emigrso^s, as it was not yet prcyved, 
that whilst assembled beyond the Rhme they had 
anned, or that in acming they had an intention to in- 
vade the country, the question of their full restoration 
remained unsettled, in spke of the earnestness of 
some of their partisans, who, if it must be ccsifesaedy 
had shewed themselves ' incfined te adc^ the most 
severe measures. 

The moment for the accompUshment of this great 
design, pregnant with the foe of France, andiof hiur 
monarch, was fixed <m the following ni^ht. Half 
after twelve was to be the hour ; the Temple set m 
flames, and a cannon shot, iired from the new bridge, 
yfere to be the signal. At tlds alarm, it was natural 
to suppose, that all the inhabitants of Paris wou^ 
leave their dwellings to spread in numerous crowds 
on the public squares, a thing usual on similar occa» 
sions. 

But what would not be known was, that the pha- 
lanxes of the king's friends, skilfully distributed in dif- 
ferent quarters, would seize tipon the most impor* 
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tant posts, the treasiuy, the arsenal, and the palace 
of Orleans, and would prevent, by all means in their 
power, the' meeting of the members in the place of 
their sittings or any where else. A chosen band, 
commanded by experienced and well tried chiefe, 
were to give to the sword the heads of the condemned, 
and, if they had partisans shameless and bold ehough 
to defend them, they were to make immediate ex* 
Amples of them. 

The precautii^iary arrest of the members of the- 
executive council, of the members of the department 
^f the Seine, of the corrupt members of the com- 
munes, of fifty of the most famous Cordeliers, Jaco- 
tuns, and Clubists, and of some pre^dents of sections, 
was to be effected at the same moment. The incw- 
ceration of twenty incendiary editors, and of a handful 
of apostles of pillage, blood, and anarchy, was to pre* 
cede the restoration of the monarch. While those 
measures should be effected at one time, Louis XVI. 
aSs his family, let out of the Temple during the tu- 
mult of the cohflagration, were to be conveyed to the 
house of Mrs. Clara Melwood, where I wasto take« 
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charge of them with the assistance of Miss Fanny and 
Fitz-Adand. At the nM>Bient, that a £u^iRil ernis- 
sary. should inform me, that the king's paity were tn- 
umphant, and that of Orleans crushed, I was to per- 
:>aade Uieir majesties and the royal femily, to ride 
through Paris on hor8^>ack, escorted by a good and 
numerous troop, and to go sword in hand to conquer, 
never to be wrested again, the throne of Henry IF, 
CharlemagnCf and St, Louis, 

' Such was, in short, the plan of this counterrerolu- 
doQ. Local measures were intrusted to the prudence 
of the chiefs ; those springmg from occurrences, left 
to their zeal, chance, or necessity. Before the assem* 
l)ly separated, couriers, intrusted with the device of 
the conjuration, were despatched to the departments, 
and to foreign coiu^tries, so that intemally the move- 
ment, impressed on the centre, might at once extend 
to the whole circumference, and, that externally, it 
might be seconded and supported by the coalesced 
poweis. 

This setting had electrified my pupil, and added to 
his g^erous senthnents* My dear Maria Theresa 
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Will again be restored to grandeut, ssdd he to me, and 
will again be placed at a distance from me^ so that I 
can no longer be permitted to approach her. Farewell 
to the pastoral project, which .my brain had omceived. 

No matter let her for ever be hs^py> and I shall 

entertain no regrets. When she graces a thrcMie, I 
shall say to myself, with some pride, this is the work 
•f my love. 

I was ^ from sharing in this enthusiasm ; not be* 
cause like Edwin, and as much as he, I did not wish 
for the triumph of the prisoners, but, because the 
moment, which was to idealize it, appeared terrible to 
my muid. I foresaw the torches of civil discord in- 
flaming Paris, the passions of hatred let loose, private 
vengeance exercised, and the streets of this great city 
inundated in blood. Should the aggressors succeed, or 
should, the factions resist eflectually, the perspective 
remained the same, my fears only changed their ob* 
jects. They were still men, whom a premature and 
tragical death would erase &om the cattJc^e of the 
living, from the social order ; I could never under* 
stand those ridiculous and barbarous distinctions, which 
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80 materially alter the soundest minds and the most 
natui^ affections, that they \?il] no longer allow any 
one, to deplore the misfbitunes of a man, if he is an 
enemy ; as if, because a man is French or English, a 
republican or royalist, he had ceased to be a member 
of the ^Etmily of mankind ! 

I was not bound by an oath in the enterprise ; that, 
imposed by a delicate conscience and virtue, induced 
me to inform the king of what I had witnessed during 
this memorable night. I even thought I was bound 
to inform him of my encounter with Dumouiiez, 
knowing that in the actual state of affairs, the greatest 
imprudence was to conceal the truth. Louis answer- 
ed immediately. 

BILLET OF LOUIS XVL COPIED FROM THE CON- 
CAVE MIRROR. 
(Voucher, No. 13. J'* 
'< M. de Fermont, in the name of the attachment^ 
which you cherish for me, and, if requisite, in the 
name of my authority, I forbid you to cooperate in any 
of the projects, which you have announced to me. 
That of Dumouriez chills ine with horror, the other 
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iimkes me tren^e. Order thofiC) >¥bo have engaged 
in it, to suspend its execution. I ^lall only recognise 
as faithful subjects those that obey me.*' 

I hastened to reply to his majesty that he might 
depend on my 2eal, and that my only mode of prov- 
ing my love^ would always be to serve him, not as I 
wished} but as he should prescribe. 

It was necessary to give^ wi^out loss of time, a 
communication of this letter to the chiefe of the con- 
spirators. Formerly I hid known them, but now that 
they were proscribed, and compelled to conceal them- 
selves, I should not have been able to find the resi- 
dence of one of thenu J therefore ran to Toulan ; I 
was told, that he was gone to the communes, I went 
there^ he had gone to the Temple, where I could not 
shew my well known &ce ; of course I was obliged 
to wait, although each instant brought on the fatal 
hour, and a delay might have ruined every thing. 

After two tedious hours, he returned ; hisface was 
Inflamed, his eyes darted fire, his hair was dishevelled, 
let us go out, said he^ I must speak to you. We took 
■a carnage, which carried us to the garden of the ar« 
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senal. Toulan was so imtated, that he lost all recdlec- 
tion of the cold} vntil he observed that the trees were 
stripped. He occasionally made short exclamations, 
and uttered words interrupted by sighs, until he coul 
collect and compose his ideas, dispersed by sotne vio- 
lent shock. I read the king's letter to him, this com- 
munication redou}>led his fury. That b the very 
pudllanimous man, the indolent monarch, who, inca- 
pable of thinking or acting, will not suffer others to act 
and think for him ! August and unhappy princess, 
how I pity your magnanimous soul, to be obliged t«r 
bend under such an unworthy spouse ! No matter, in 
spite of the new obstacles, which he throws in the 
way, wc must triumph. The coward must either 
sh^w himself brave or expire under daggers. The 
tone, tlie accent, the gestures of Toulan, the impres- 
sion of his features, the harshness of his language, 
made me very uneasy, and excited my indignation. I 
begged of him to explain himself. What can I tell 
you but you already know, answered he ; have not this 
letter and my rage taught you all ? I insisted. Well, 
continued th^ officer, know, that I went to the Temple,* 
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«ome moments after the communication, that through 
an imprudence, which savours of timidity, ai^ which I 
highly disapprove, you made to the king of our deter- 
fnination. His family were then in his apartment. 
Hardly .w£ls the door open, when Louis rose and ma 
towards me ; you are then resolved to sacrifice i^e 
said he, with a brutal futy ? You are nothing but an 
ambitious man, using a laudable pretext to raise your 
own fortune ! But be undeceived, if you think you shall 
obtain my consent ; I forlnd you to execute this &tal 
project, which cannot succeed, and which would over- 
whelm me with disgrace, and lead, me to the scaffold, 
Antoinette, this queen, as charming, as she is cour- 
ageous, arose, when she heard those words, and ad- 
vancing towards the king, sire, said she to him, why 
punish Toulan for his zeal ? Is he guilty, because you 
are weak ? Will you treat him, who is about to liber- 
ate you, worse than an enemy ?^....I refuse his services, 
answered the king ; they are pregnant with his ruin, 

mine, yours Madame, and that of my children Sd 

then, resumed the queenj you prefer a shameful life 
4nthis tower to the glory of the success, which awaits^ 
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yoo ? You forget the devotedness of your loyd nobil- 
ity, to think of your personal tranquillity ? Until now, 
you seemed to sanction and second our efforts, but, 
when the time is come, you hesitate ! What do I say ? 
you flee from the encounter i But should I be aston- 
ished ? Have you ever done cHfferently in cridcal mo- 
ments ? Have you protected my bed from the stains 
oi the 6th. of October ? Have you pumshed the dar- 
ing attempts of the 20th. of February ? Have you mot 
sanctioned the unheard of crime of the 20th. of June, 
by sullying, with the cap of the rabble, a brow hitherto 
encircled with a diadem ? Was it not under your 
fugitive footsteps, that the throne gave way ? A 
throne, which you ought to have defended, sceptre in 
hand 1 What crimes has your weakness iuAited ? 
Even now, when an unbounded courage, an un- 
bounded devotedness wishes to punish the former, and 
repair the consequences of the latter, you stagger, you 
temporize, you refuse I How the anarchists ought to 
applaud you ! Who more than you is their accomplice ? 
But the hope, which they build on your terrOT, more 
than on their audaci^, that hope shall be deceived ! 
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Bom from the first sovereign house, daughter of the 
immortal TVf aria Theresa, wife of the King of France, 
mother of the presumptive heir, I am determined to 
justify those titles. In spite of you, I shall snatch you 
from this dungeon ; in spite of you, I will again place 
the crown on your pale brow ; in spite of you, 3rou 
shallagain become a king ; and in spite of you, Eu- 
rope wUl believe, that you are a man ! During this 

apostrophe, continued Toulan, Louis, disconcerted, 
had seated himself in an arm chair, and seemed deep- 
ly sunk in a reyerie ; his children were sobbing in the 
arms -of Madame Elizabeth, who sighed bitterly, and 
- lifted towards heaven her eyes bathed in tears. Un- 
moved by this melancholy picture, the queen address- 
ed me ; Toulan, said she, I am satisfied with your 
zeal, give me more proofs of it ; Antoinette makes 
this request, added she, accompanying the last words 
with a vanquishing look, which it would be a sacrilege 
to^disobey ; then raidn'g her head with an impo^i^ 
pride ; your queen orders it ! I was going and taking 
leave o£ their majesties, when Louis XVI. springing 

forcibly towards me^ and seizing me by the arm, ex* 
li 
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claimed with a voice choked with rage ; and I forbid 

you, once more, wo unto you if you dare, disobey I 

He left the room after these words, and retired to his 
closet. 

Lovej which consumed the heart of Toulan, a love, 
which the adroit Antoinette kept alive with hopes ; 
t he affront offered him by the king, perhaps also some 
' ambitious views, which in spite of us are more or less 
mingled with our most indifferent actions, and direct 
the rest, had such powerful effects on the municipal ' 
officer, that he could no longer hear reason. I left 
him, and was filled with grief under the conviction, 
that his attempt could not be successful, since the 
king, in whose fevour it was to be made, absolutely 
disapproved of it. I thought it would accelerate his 
ruin, the destruction of his party, and ensure success 
to the factious. ^ . 

Mrs. Melwood) whom I consulted, was frighten* 
ed with the despair depicted on my countenance, when 
she learned the cause of it ; she begged of me to 
tnake a new attempt with the king. We went to the 
pavilion, from which I transmitted to their majesties, 
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a billet, in the most pressing terms. But to my ex- 
treme mollification, it Vas not answered. Over- 
whelmed with the greatest sorrow, I had recourse to 
the reflecting glass, to penetrate into the apartment, 
and in a manner into Louis's mind. What a movmg 
spectacle was offered to my %iew I The monarch, partly 
reclining on his bed, his face covered with his hands, 
ene of which held a handkerchief to his eyes, was 
..surrounded by his sister and daughter prostrated at 
his feet, while a little ferther young Charles, having 
his arms encircled round his mother's neck, seemed 
to solicit her vehemently, by his looks and gesture^, to 
approach near her husband. This scene had lasted 
some minutes, vrhen Louis, who apparently had been 
moved by entreaties, opened his arms towards the 
queen, and with eyes filled with tears, invited her as I 
judged to a reconciliation. Antoinette, whose pride 
always yielded to the impressions of friendship, and to 
the voice of nature, flew precipilantly, and sunk m 
the arms of her husband, who having embraced her 
tenderly, arose, and traced these words on the tele- 
graph ; " Do for the beat^ I consent to every t/dng",.,. 



364 ^i^B iiAfinATJ.¥. 

1 carried this answer to Toulan, who received it cooUy, 
^uriDg me that it would not alter the last resolu- 
tions,. 

Night agaki began to overspread the earth ^ the 
hour, appointed for the enterprise^ was not distant ; I 
went with Edwm to my post to await it.M..that is in 
Mrs. Meiwood*s house. 

We did not contemplate the advantage of the crisis, 
about to comm«nce». without shuddering. Was there 
ever one more knportantin its results, and moreterrible 
in i^ displ^ ? What a frightful problem to resolve I A 
fumUy to be rescued, a monarch to be restored to the 
fubvess of his power, an empire to be agam submitted 
to the laws, which it had shaken off, and' to be driven 
again withki the limits, which it had overleaped ; a 
fiction composed of the destroying elements of anar- 
chy, pillage, and devastation, to be restrained and 
curbed, its clu^fs to be punished ; the advocates of 
republicanism to be watched, and the very instru- 
ments of this revolution to be kept in order, and 
directed, &r fear, that under the mask of heroic sen* 
timents, %hich had det^rmi»ed themitbey might am* 
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ceal and satiate some vile passion. The accomplish- 
ment of a plot, which required such consummate 
vdsdom, led me to doubt the possibility of a success 
equal to my desires and expectations. Oh God ! ex- 
claimed I, since thou boldest b thy hands the hearts 
of kings, and the destinies of empires, dispose of those 
of France for thy great glory, and her greatest hap- 
piness! 

The curtain of night was dropping gradually. From 
the pavilion, where I was, I observed what passed in 
the streets under the Rotundo, and in the out yards of 
the Temple, and watched with anxiety the inmates of 
this dismal tower. The prisoners had been separated ; 
a small lamp, placed on the king's secretary, was the 
only light in his apartment. I had seen the monarch 
composed, whilst in chains, and at the instant that he 
expected his deliverance, he looked tmeasy, thought- 
ful and distressed. He was walking briskly and stop- 
ped now and then, sighed vehemently, sat down at 
times to write, and, afle^ tracing a few lines, rose 
again, and ags^in hastily walked the room. On a sud- 
den he fell on his knees, lifted towards the God 
ii2 
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pf empiresi. the King of kings, his innocent hands, 
1 thought by his gestures, that he besought him to 
avert from France the horrors, which the awful mo- 
ment portended. Unfortunate prince t how severely 
, l:{eaven has dealt with thee and France ! Since thy 
prayers poured at the footstool of the Almighty by the 
angf 1 of mercy, were not heard I Since he answered 
thee with his mighty rod ! 

Already had the brass resounded twelve times ; al- 
ready had my blood been twelve times congealed.*... 
My son; said abb^ Fermont iaterniptiDg himself and 
addressing me, that night did not resemtde this! 
Now, the coolness of autumn is tempered by the dy- 
ing rays of the sun, whieh seems to leave the horizon 
reluctantly ; this foliage, seemingly s^itated.wjitb sighs, 
isj as it were, an emblem of a depaited sprii^, and 
this beautiful sk^ resplendent with fiery spheres^ im- 
merges- o^r souls in thoughts of magnificence and 
immensity. But that disastrous night did not offer 
Uus consolmg aspect. A frosty atmosphere scattered 
ftfoa aU quarters its piercing and chilling darts; 
large and stationary clouds, distended with frost and 



CHUBCHTARJX 967 

snow, concealed the omsoUng azure sky, who^e vault 
resounded from tiime to time with clamours of fury, 
succeeded by intervals of an awful silence. 

Some minutes before the appointed time, I thought 
I distinguished, by the iaint light of the lamps, a 
whitish and light smoke> issuing from one of the an* 
gles of the smallest tower. l*his, said I to Mrs., 
Melwood, as 1 affectionately squeezed her hand, this 
is the signal 1 Listen, we must soon hear the alarm 
gun. At that moment Edwin entered ; courage, said 
he, all goes well, the signal is given ! You will soon 
hear the alarm gun i Fanny followed her brother ; 
do you see the smoke, said she mysteriously ? We 
shall soon hear the alarm gun I This terrible word 
vibrated on my ear, echoed through my heart, and 
my mouth murmured, alarm .....alarm ! 

Through a huge cloud of black and thick smoke, 
a sparkling fire soon shines, penetrates, and blazes 
forth, at first resembling a cdumn, it next extends 
in a long, trembling, and vivid fianie, >»hich seems 
complacently to lick the old grates. No doubt, some 
combusdbles, diligently collected, feed it generously, 
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for in the twinkling of an eye, it. grows, lises, and 
displays itself, and winds like a dreadful serpent round 
the tower of the dungeon. The sight of the confla- 
g^tion excites commotion, the people in a ferment 
hegin jto assemble. The king, whom the glaring light 
astonishes and warns, seems more alarmed, than the 
rest. Piercing cries are heard on all sides ; the Tem- 
ple bell rends the sdr with its hasty peals ; the crowd 
swells like tremendous agitated waves ; I observe the 
drawbridge coming down, and the people inundating 
the court of the Temple. Although I had not heard 
the gun of the new bridge, I had no longer a doubt) 
that the organized conspirators had commenced the 
execution of their project. Mrs. Clara thought as 
I did i Fitz-Asland sallies to inquire the truth. For 
my part, I thought my conjectures so well founded, 
that I began to prepare every thing for the reception 
of the delivered captives. 

We remained a quarter of an hour in distressing 
suspense, still wondering that we did not hear the 
gun, more and more alarmed by the progress of the 
flames, »id by the noise and fermentation of the mul- 
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titude ; trembliog at the same time for the &te of the 
royal Bunily, and the safety of my {yujul. Meanwhile 
the fire engines directed towards the focus of the con- 
flagration began to play ; the water spouting in para- 
bolic jets fell back in iai^e sheets, which di\ided the 
flames, and gave rise to a vast reddish cloud of smoke. 
It was so thick that the king's window^ towards whidi 
I occasionally turned my eyes with anxiety) wattiot to 
be seen. Tins disaster augmented at once my doidots 
and alarms. I, being no longer able to command my 
fears, left Mrs. Clara. I had gone dowfi but a few 
steps, when I was rudely assailed; I started backi 
looked and discovered Edwin in the mostfright^l dis- 
order, his clothes torn off, hb face covered with blood; 
I attempted to question him, but he seized me by the 
collar, dragged me along, and compelled me to re- 
turn. Having entered the pa>dlion, he sunk into a 
thair, and began to breathe with more ease ; Mrs, 
Melwood wiped the blood and sweat pouring from his 

face. I stood motionless and dared not speak to him 

Where is my daughter, "exclaimed Mrs. Melwood, 
what has become of Fanny ? What has become of 
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his &mily? Are they safe ? was all I could say, and I 
trembled to hear the answer. 

Be calin, answered Fitz-Asland, be composed. 
My sister is safe, the king and his family have been 
preserved from the daggers of assassins ; the villains 
are no more, and the prisoners live. In short the plot 
of the consi»rators is defeated, the king will be held 
in closer confinement than ever. Teulan and six of 

the principals are arrested each word of my pupil 

was a thunderbolt. I recovered however from the 
stupor, which his recital had brought upon my senses, 
and begged of him to be more explicit ; he gave me 
the following detail. 

I went out with Fanny ; we walked among the ranks 
of the soldiers under arms, and among citizens pro- 
vided with firehooks and buckets. I observed every 
countenance, questioned every look, and listened to 
every observation. Nothing announced that the cour 
spiracy was known, nor any design to aid it. Some 

small groups however were conversing in whispers ; 

« 
I attempted to mingle with them, but was rudely re- 
pulsed. All of a sudden a confused murmur arose. 
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and was soon heard in all directions ; it was scid that 
the life of the king, and that of his femily were threat- 
ened. To hear this rumour, improve it, pierce through 
the crowd, and make way through the thickest groups, 
was but the business of a moment for me and my sis- 
ter. We arrived at the first gates ; they had been 
shut. Threatening every one with our sabres, after 
forcing the first, we reached the second still defended 
by two jailers, but a large man, well armed, canied 
those also, and proceeded with a mob: The thought of 
uniting with them, as one of their gang, darted across 
my mind with the rapidity of lightning. Their atrocious 
figures, their furious ejaculations, their very arms, left 
me no doubt, that they were assassins. As I wore the 
unUbrm,and as I brandished my sabre over their heads, 
they permitted me to lead. Although aware of the dan- 
gers, which surrounded me, I rapidly revohned in my 
mind the means to save the prisoners from tlie inevita- 
ble death, to which they were doomed. We had almost 
reached the third gate, when the trembling keeper 
threw away the keys, and fled precipitately, I seized 
on them Meanwhile thecry of death soun4ed around 
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me^ and the mob were deliberating on the mode of 
exterminating pie prisoners. At one glance I 6b> 
served the different groups, t saw nothing but enraged 
countenances, fiery looks, foaming mouths, belching 
forth horrid imprecations. The number of the mur- 
derers was comparatively small, for determined to 
ascertain it, and having asked those present, whether 
their intention was to sacrifice Louis ? I remarked a 
mournful silence, interrupted by five or ax vdces on- 
ly, which cliumed his head, I replied immecfiately, 
that it would be barbarous to murder prisoners, who, 
if culpable, were defenceless against our daggers, 
and would soon be judged. The greatest number 
applauded ; the murderous gang howled with rs^, 
rushed on the door with impetuosity, surrounded me, 
and lifted dieir arms against me; I warded their 
blows with my sabre, and threatened with instant 
death every one daring enough to approach me. All 
of a sudden by the horrid light of the flames, vichich 
illumed this still more horrid scene, I saw the glitter- 
ing of a sword-blade pointed towards my breast, I 
parried the tihrust, but not so efiectually as not to 
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be slighdy wounded. The sight of my blood embolden- 
ed my-coufage, and augmented my resolution. I struck 
without sparing, and wounded two of the assassins. 
At this instant, a last effort burst the door, and the 
Tillains were about to enter, I stood in the gap, and 
defended it retreating. One of the murderers fell at 
my feet, the two, whom I had wounded, abandoned 
the struggle, the rest fled. The aspect c^ the king) 
-who presented himself with calm, and majesty, ap- 
ailed the multitude. " Here is my bosom, said he, 
strike, and stain your hands with the blood of your 

king. But spare my wife and my innocent fannly 1** 

These words, pronounced with firmness and energy, 
moved or dbmayed the factious populace. I saw 
some confusedly casting their eyes towards the ground, 
and others even shedding ^tears. All the irritated 
pas^ons of the roaring multitude expired peaceably 
at the feet of the man, whose destruction they had 

just threatened A munidpal officer arrived, he or« 

dered the people to disperse, and begged of the mon- 
arch to fear nbthing. There was a double conspiracy 
«existing^ against you said he to him ; one, with an 
•' Kk 
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intendoD to lU)erate you from your captivity^ and to 
lead you in tnumph to the throne prepared for you ^ 
the other, determined to sacrifice you and your femily 
instantly. The vigilance of the communes and of the 
republicans had disconcerted these plots. Several 
persons devoted to you, and among them Toulan, have 
just been arrested ; the extent of their crimes will be 
known. But as long as the council shall be responsi- 
ble for yoU) daggers may threaten, but cannot reach 
your heart '...... 

Fanny, who entered, when Edwm closed his narrative, 
gave us ulterior information. It was reported, that the 
queen had boasted, in presence of the municipal officer 
<m guard in lier apartment,«the night befwe, that the 
next would be the last of her confinement* This ob- 
servation had given uneasiness to the magistrate, who 
immediately made his report to the authority. The 
communes, whose suspicions had been awakened since 
the examination of the queen, Clery, Chamilly, dfe 
Maksherbes, and myself on the 10th. of August, be- 
ing confirmed in their «aind by this information, had 
immedtatdy placed b die most important posts, iaith- 
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fill and well tried guards, had changed the watch- 
words, and guarded the cannons vigilantly'^ It was also 
mdf that as soon as the fire bjx>ke out at tlie Temple} 
Toulan, whom the council mistrusted, and who was 
incessantly observed^ had made his appearance at the 
guardhouse of the new bridge, where he expected to 
find hb friends ; that he had been arrested there with 
two of his colleagues, two presents of sections, and 
9 general officer ; that a list of the conspirators wa$ 
found on the latter, among whom the names of sev* 
eral men of note under the old and new order of things 
were cited ; that the greatest part of them were 
arrested and the rest sought after. Besides, that the 
prisoners were more cksely confined, and placed un- 
der a more severe inspecticm, and that the admimstra* 
tion, having assembled, were deliberating on more 
rigorous measures to preserve their exiat^u^e, the 
security of their persons, and to guard against the 
consequences attached to their own high responsi* 
bility. 

This information convinced me, that all possibility 
of oTasion, 'or restoradon had vanished ; whether the 



republicans had directed the catasttophe of tlie niglit^^ 
or whether it was the effect of the efforts of anarchy' 
Under the first supposition, thiar hope^ and I may say 
certakity, remained, that the king's life, and I may 
say that of his family, would be spared, and, that they 
would eventually recover their liberty. But admit- 
ting the other hypothesis, what a sad perspective offer- 
ed respecting the illustrious captives I I thanked 
Heaven, that amidst so many reverses, which plunged 
them again kito an abyss of adversity, it had averted 
from their heads, not only the cutlasses, but even the 
suspicions and hatred of the wicked ; by that means 
an obscure but faithful servant might at least be pre- 
served for this family so unhappy, that even their 
enemies confess them so. Before I left the house of 
Mrs, Mel wood, T gave Louis an account of the prin- 
cipal results of this &tal day, giving him also new 
assurancejs, that my devotedness, which an unexpect- 
ed accident had not impaired, would last as long as 
my life. ** I had given up all hopes long before this 
time, answered the king, this event completes my 
sacrifice. I pity the queen and my sister, afld I'weep 
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over my poor children ; I claim your friendship for 
them alone now ; and 1 think you ought to -pray for 
the repose of my soul, as though I were dead alrea- 
dy I'* I could not read these moving lines, and I can*- 
not even repeat them at this instant, without an agony 
of mind, and without shedding the most bitter tears. 

On the next day, 3d» of December, the setting of 
the convention was very tumultuous. The most atro- 
cious motions were made with all the impudence of 
triumphant anarchy. It was even moved, that Louis 
should lose his head within twenty four hours. The 
republicans used every exertion to oppose those can- 
mbal ideas ; but when the assembly, having recover- 
ed from its first fury, proposed the question. Whether 
the king should be tried\ and nuh&ther its meirtbers should 
try him ? They eagerly voted for the affirmative, in 
opposition ta the sentiments, which, they had till then 
manifested^ breaking their word which they had 
pledged to me through Manuel ; but they were 
frightened by the efforts, which the prostrated gov- 
ernment made to- rbe again. Strange concatenation 
of human destinies ! The efforts, made to co\interact 
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their decree, augment their force and velocity. A*^ 
an ovenvhelming torrentf the emancipated offspring^ 
of irritated nature} to which frail art attempts to ofifer. 
ita inefficient barriers^ crushmg every c^positioii ki its 
tumultuous coarse^ drags every thing along in its 
rapid current, receives additional vehemence, and 
marks its way with the most dreadful devastaticH)» 
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